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The Santoro III operation is performed by laparoscopy (five
ports) plus an additional 6-cm open incision. The procedure
consists of a subtotal, 75–80%, sleeve gastrectomy, an
omentectomy, and a jejunectomy, retaining 120 cm of
duodenum and jejunum in their normal configuration
anastomosed 80 cm from the ileocecal valve to a 180-cm
long Roux limb. The resected stomach is gone, as is a large
segment of intestine now unavailable for functional restora-
tion of bowel continuity in case of malnutrition or a future
emergency involving bowel loss. In the experience of one of
the editors (NS), who has measured more than 3,000 small
bowels, the mean total intestinal length is about 800 cm; the
Santoro III operation entails the excision of more than 60%
of the small intestine. Of the standard metabolic/bariatric
operations, only biliopancreatic diversion with or without
duodenal switch and sleeve gastrectomy involve organ
resections, and these resections are limited to a two-thirds
distal gastrectomy or a subtotal greater curvature gastric
resection. Though there is some evidence that an omentec-
tomy might mitigate the metabolic syndrome [1], there are
no definitive data to indicate that removal of the greater
omentum, the “infection watch dog of the abdominal
cavity,” promotes weight loss.

The predecessor to the Santoro III procedure was first
described in 2003 [2]. The group of Santoro, Velhote, and

associates subsequently experimented with different bowel
lengths and anastomoses [3]. Their adult patients series
grew and by 2008, included 600 patients [4]. During this
time span of the past 7 years, the Santoro procedures have
not found general acceptance in the metabolic/bariatric
surgical community. Indeed, they have been criticized in
the pages of Obesity Surgery by a Brazilian metabolic/
bariatric surgeon from Sao Paulo, the same city as the
protagonists of this approach [5].

This paper by Velhote and Damiani represents the first
report of the current Santoro procedure, the Santoro III, in a
pediatric population of ten patients, with the youngest
member 14 years of age. Because of the irreversibility of
the intestinal resection and omentectomy of the Santoro III
procedure, the Editors-in-Chief express concern and stress
extreme caution in its adaptation, in particular, in adoles-
cents. We have, therefore, invited Dr. Thomas Inge,
Surgical Director of the Surgical Weight Loss Program for
Teens at the Cincinnati Children’s Hospital and Associate
Professor of Surgery and Pediatrics at the University of
Cincinnati, and his associates, to write a commentary on the
Velhote and Damiani paper.
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