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I n our study, we identified significant patient, physician, and
environmental predictors of influenza vaccination.1 Dr.

Schattner states that 33.9% of patients were vaccinated in
our study. While this is true, it is important to take into
consideration the patient sample. We evaluated the first patient
visit with a primary care physician for those who were not
already vaccinated during influenza season. Prior work has
shown that about 23% of patients arrived already vaccinated.2

Patients who have multiple visits are also more likely to
receive the vaccination. When evaluating primary care prac-
tices at our health system, we found that influenza vaccination
rates were closer to 60% in 2019. This included patients who
were already vaccinated before their visit and accounted for
multiple visits. We do agree with Dr. Schattner that other
patient factors that were not included in our study could play
an important role and inform intervention design.

Sujatha Changolkar, BA1

Mitesh S. Patel, MD, MBA1,2,3,4

1Penn Medicine Nudge Unit, University of
Pennsylvania,

Philadelphia, PA, USA
2Perelman School of Medicine, University of

Pennsylvania,
Philadelphia, PA, USA
3Wharton School (MSP), University of Pennsylvania,
Philadelphia, PA, USA
4Crescenz Veterans Affairs Medical Center,
Philadelphia, PA, USA

Corresponding Author: Mitesh S. Patel, MD, MBA; Penn Medicine
Nudge Unit, University of Pennsylvania Philadelphia, PA, USA
(e-mail: mpatel@pennmedicine.upenn.edu).

Compliance with ethical standards: Dr. Patel is founder of
Catalyst Health, a behavior change and technology consulting firm.
He is on the medical advisory board of Life.io,Healthmine Services
Inc, and Holistic Industries. No other disclosures were reported.

REFERENCES
1. Changolkar S, Rareshide CAL, Snider CK, Patel MS. Patient, physician,

and environmental predictors of influenza vaccination during primary care
visits. J Gen Intern Med 2020; 35:611-3.

2. Kim RH, Day SC, Small DS, Snider CK, Rareshide CL, Patel MS. Variations
in influenza vaccination by clinic appointment time and an active choice
intervention in the electronic health record to increase influenza vaccina-
tion. JAMA Netw Open. 2018;1(5):e181770.

Publisher’s Note: Springer Nature remains neutral with regard to
jurisdictional claims in published maps and institutional affiliations.

3382

Published online June 8, 2020

35(11):3382

http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1007/s11606-020-05900-4&domain=pdf

	Predictors of Influenza Vaccination
	References




