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To The Editor,

Chaochankit et al. are congratulated for delineating the utility
of a convenient tool to predict post-cholecystectomy surgical site
infections (SSIs), emanating from a diligent retrospective analy-
sis of 4-year-long prospective infection control registry data. !
Duly acknowledging the noteworthy combination of patient- and
surgery-related factors relevant to SSIs in the authors” WEBAC
score, an additional facet of the index study merits elucidation
in the best interest of the Journal readership. !

The group does not account for hypoalbuminemia in their
surgical subset, for the purpose of the corresponding risk assess-
ment. | The above-stated fact deserves attention when inde-
pendent researchers like Hennessey et al. outline preoperative
hypoalbuminemia (serum albumin less than 30 mg/dl) as an
independent risk-factor for the development of SSIs following
gastrointestinal surgeries (relative risk; 95% confidence interval:
5.68; 3.45-9.35, multivariate p-value < 0.001). 2 Remarkably,
hypoalbuminemia was also linked to the severity of the resultant
SSIs in the multi-institutional study by Hennessey et al. >

Malnutrition, a multimodal complex pathology, has been
demonstrated to feature in as high as 30-50% of the surgical
patients. > Meanwhile, the use of albumin for mapping the nutri-
tional status has received its’ fair share of debates; the role of
low albumin levels in affecting the outcomes of gastrointestinal
surgeries can simultaneously not be undermined. ** Even in the
strict research frame of SSIs, a narrative review by Wiedermann,
apprising hypoalbuminemia as a “surrogate and culprit of infec-
tions,” provides for a reasonable bio-mechanistic plausibility to
suggest pertinent casual associations between hypoalbuminemia
and an enhanced propensity to primary and secondary infections.
3 Moreover, amidst literature suggesting subtle connections of the
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serum albumin to age and smoking status (important components
of the Chaochankit et al. WEBAC score), the absence of the for-
mer becomes all the more difficult to overlook, only when it clas-
sifies as a parsimonious preoperative parameter. %’
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