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To the Editor:

We enjoyed reading the article by Franziska et al. in the
recent issue of Journal of Gastrointestinal Surgery.! The
authors have described the significant impact on the chol-
ecystectomies performed in Germany during the coronavi-
rus disease-19 (COVID-19) pandemic, which led to a major
reduction in the number of cholecystectomies in the lock-
down periods.

We thank the authors for conducting the comparison
between the deficit phase and resumption phase in 2020 and
2019, separately. Further, we completely agree with the fact
that those significant changes are resulted from the so-called
diluent cases, which including a large number of elective
cholecystectomies postponed or canceled in the early stage
of COVID-19 outbreak.

From this perspective, we would like to report the elec-
tive laparoscopic cholecystectomies as day surgery cases
in the pre-pandemic, during the pandemic, and post-pan-
demic based on the practice and experience from China.
The records of 2707 elective laparoscopic cholecystectomies
were reviewed in a tertiary medical center of western China
from January 2019 to October 2021. The number of opera-
tions was compared on a monthly basis in Fig. 1. The impact
of the COVID-19 resulted in a significant reduction of cases
from February to April 2020. Particularly, it dropped to zero
as a result of the completely lockdown in February 2020. In
February to April 2020, the monthly average dropped to 35
cases, compared with a 53.1% decrease in the corresponding
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period in 2019 and a 59.2% decrease in 2021. In the follow-
ing months, the number of cases showed a rapid and con-
tinuous growth to the normalization level. All patients were
discharged within 24 h, and no in-hospital mortality or any
life-threatening postoperative complications were observed.
The conversion from laparoscopic to open cholecystectomy
was absent in 2020 (compared with 3 patients in 2019, 2
patients in 2021).

Above all, we considered that the analysis of elective lap-
aroscopic cholecystectomy might be more crucial for eval-
uating the resumption when responding to the COVID-19
outbreak. In contrast to Germany, the elective laparoscopic
cholecystectomy in our study center quickly resumed after a
brief 2-month lockdown, and the total number of cholecys-
tectomies per year in Day Surgery Center increased steadily.
The average waiting period for elective laparoscopic chol-
ecystectomy before admission was shown within 2 weeks.
Particularly, none of these patients were found to be positive
for the COVID-19 test on the basis of the strict precautions.
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Fig.1 The number of elective laparoscopic cholecystectomy were
compared before, during, and after the COVID-19 pandemic based on
monthly data
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