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any pieces of educational
M technology have historically

originated from equipment
intended for entertainment, includ-
ing the television set (Saettler, 1990).
This History Corner piece examines
the Meck 1949 Television (TV),
similar to the photographed mod-
el above. The Meck TV displayed
nothing more than a simple black
and white picture, hard to fathom
in today’s world, given the current
prevalence of high definition smart
TVs. The Meck 1949 Television was
created by John Meck Industries in
Plymouth, Indiana. This company
initially began as a public address
system and radio manufacturer be-
fore expanding to include the com-
mercial production of television sets
(Frisz, 2013). According to the Chi-
cago Tribune, (1950) John Meck In-
dustries “had produced 152,000 tele-
vision sets in the first half of 1950, a
total that exceeded the entire output
for all of 1949” (p. B5).

In the 1950s, as television grew
into a popular medium, the Meck TV
was being marketed in rural areas
(Wolters, 1950). Like most TVs of its
time, the Meck 1949 model utilized
an antennae system for receiving
broadcasts. Other features of this TV
included an on-off switch, a channel
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selector, horizontal and vertical hold
switches, brightness controls, loud-
speakers, a screen, and tube semi-
conductors housed in a wooden case
(Early Television Museum, 2013; Ra-
dio Museum, 2014). The average re-
tail price for John Meck TVs, which
included a 12 % table model, and a
19 inch console model among oth-
ers, was $150.00 (Chicago Tribune,
July 26, 1950).

The production of televisions
sets such as the Meck 1949 coin-
cided with a time when instructional
television was emerging in various
school districts nationwide, includ-
ing the Philadelphia school dis-
trict, a pioneer of “classroom-based
instructional television” (Levin &
Hines, 2003, p. 264), and in North-
ern Iowa public schools and homes
with a Spanish program on com-
mercial station Channel 3 (Peters-
en, 2014). As more households and
schools acquired television sets, the
access to educational programs de-
livered via instructional TV broad-
casts increased (Levin & Hines,
2003, Saettler, 1990). The Meck 1949,
and other vintage models produced
by John Meck Industries, can still be
collected from leading online vin-
tage retailers and individuals.
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