
  Volume 54, Number 5                                                  TechTrends • September/October 2010                                                               17 

The History Corner

SVE Miniature Slide Projector
By Yvonne M. Johnson 

How did the slide projector
impact education?

Slide projectors provided schools 
the opportunity to benefit from 
innovations in photography and 
reductions in equipment costs.  These 
advances allowed schools to purchase 
new visual instruction equipment 
and to use still images as instructional 
tools (O’Toole, 2003).

Records indicate that the slide 
projector was marketed in the 1930’s 
for classroom use (Dent, 1969).  Dent 
(1939) noted that slide projectors 
were also used in churches, industry 
and government.  The small slide 
projector was easier to store and 
operate then prior models, such as 
lantern projectors. Additionally, 
the lower cost of the slide projector 
was a welcome option during the 
challenging economic years of the 
Depression.  

Educators welcomed the freedom 
provided by the slide projector 
(O’Toole, 2003).  Teachers were able 
to design unique, visual presentations 
that could be shown in the order 
selected by the presenter, and the 
value of using still pictures rather 
than motion pictures to portray 
landmarks, such as Stone Mountain, 
and other inanimate objects was 
recognized (Dent, 1939).
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