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In 2005, the US Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention released data at the National HIV Prevention
Conference that Blacks accounted for 46% of individ-
uals who tested positive for HIV in a five-city epidemi-
ological study of men who have sex with men (MSM)
[1]. Furthermore, the report concluded that two-thirds of
these Black were unaware that they were living with
HIV [1]. It was a moment of Awakening. A group of
Black same-gender loving men convened an emergency
meeting at a community-based organization in Brook-
lyn, NY, called People of Color in Criss. This meeting
of the Black Gay Research Group (BGRG) brought
together Black MSM from across America who were
activists, academic researchers, artists, nurses, physi-
cians, social workers, government scientists, communi-
ty members, and organizational leaders to develop a
research strategy that centered indigenously Black gay
approaches for both ending the HIV/AIDS epidemic
among Black MSM and improving the material condi-
tions and psychological well-being of MSM in Black
communities. In 2007, the BGRG, in collaboration with
the National Black Gay Men's Advocacy Coalition,
released the National Black Gay Research Agenda re-
port developed with support from the New York State
Department of Health AIDS Institute and the State of
California Department of Health Services Office of
AIDS [2]. Since the issuance of the report, the national
situation worsened with recent data from the CDC
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estimating that the lifetime risk of HIV infection among
Black MSMis 1 in 2 [3]. Today, the USA is in the midst
of an ambitious effort to end the HIV epidemic by the
year 2030 [4] and the scientific and public health com-
munities understand that in order to achieve this goal for
the nation we must better understand and accelerate
progress towards ending the epidemic in Black MSM.
The collection of 14 articles in this special issue re-
flects many of the priority research themes that were self-
identified by the Black MSM community as published in
the National Black Gay Research Agenda. This special
issue opens with three articles that focus on understand-
ing how social/structural forces operating in local ecolog-
ical contexts influence HIV. Tieu et al. [5] offer potential
pathways by which neighborhood- and network-level
factors affect the HIV care continuum for Black MSM
while Cassels et al. [6] identified place-related patterns
that influenced HIV vulnerability and access to health
care among substance-using Black MSM in Los Angeles.
Hotton et al. [7] investigated neighborhood-level and
socio-structural predictors of criminal justice involve-
ment among MSM in Chicago, which is a particularly
salient topic given how the over-policing and criminali-
zation of Black communities hasled to large proportions
of Black men being exposed to the criminal justice sys-
tem. Yang et al. [8] also tackle this phenomenon of
criminal justice involvement among African American
MSM in Baltimore, its association with transactional sex,
and its implications for their re-integration into commu-
nities. In Foretelling the Future, Burns et al. [9] identified
that an initial diagnosis of gonorrhea and chlamydia
predicted subsequent post-cure diagnosis suggesting that
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clinical STI treatment is a critical opportunity to assess
and address multi-level behavioral, social, and structural
factors influencing HIV vulnerability among Black
MSM. Kipke et al. [10] also identified clinical factors
influencing HIV risk among Black and Latino MSM in
the context of larger social and structural determinants,
including intersecting racism and homophobia. Brooks
et al. [11] bring a focused understanding on the multiple
levels (family-level, medical provider-level) of
intersecting pre-exposure prophylaxis (PrEP) stigma and
gay stigma experienced by Black MSM that must be
addressed in order to optimize PrEP implementation
and impact on the epidemic. Five of the articles in this
special issue examined sociocultural assets among Black
MSM—offering evidence to inform intervention strate-
gies that buffer against intersectional stigmas and other
oppressive social processes. In the White et al. [12] study
of Black MSM in Baltimore, membership in the house
and ballroom community and having a larger number of
network members living with HIV were both associated
with high self-efficacy of communicating with peers
regarding men’s health issues. Using data from the largest
domestic prospective cohort study of Black MSM
(HPTN 061)—drawn from six cities (i.e., Atlanta, Bos-
ton, Los Angeles, New York, San Francisco, Washington
DC)—Okafaor et al. [13] found that most participants
living with HIV communicated their status to their last
male sex partner and that disclosure was associated with
lower odds of condomless receptive anal intercourse with
an HIV serodiscordant or HIV status unknown partner.
The positive role of social support on HIV prevention and
treatment engagement is highlighted across four
articles—including the value of spiritual/religious support
[14], support from parental figures [7, 14, 15], peer
support [14-16], and the salience of transgender women
in the social support networks of Black MSM [15, 16].
Finally, Robbins et al. [17] identify trends among adoles-
cent sexual minority men between alcohol/substance use
and behaviors that may increase their likelihood of expo-
sure to HIV while Gordian-Arroyo et al. [18] round out
the issue identifying the opportunity for PrEP implemen-
tation with their evidence of high awareness and willing-
ness to use PrEP among a mostly Black and multi-racial
sample of adolescent sexual minority men drawn from
across the USA.

The papers in this special issue represent important
scientific progress on key areas identified nearly over a
decade ago in a Brooklyn, NY, storefront community
organization. The evidence compiled here offers
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directions that can be used by the research community,
healthcare service providers, program implementers,
and government agencies to accelerate progress towards
the current national goal of ending the HIV epidemic by
2030.
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