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Dear Reader,

Welcome to the final issue of Targeted Oncology for 2021.

I wish to reflect on this year’s achievements, and to thank all those who have contributed their time and effort to guarantee 
the quality of the content published in the journal.

In 2021, over 70 articles have been published. The most popular of these in terms of downloads from SpringerLink have 
been:

An Overv iew of PARP Inhib itors  for the Treat ment of Breas t Cancer
Real- World  Tumor  Respo nse of Palbo cicli b Plus Letro zole Versu s Letro zole for Metas tatic  Breas t Cance r in US Clini 

cal Pract ice
Impac t of Dose Reduc tion on Effic acy:  Impli catio ns of Expos ure- Respo nse Analy sis of Palbo ciclib
Osime rtini b Versu s Compa rator  EGFR TKI as First- Line Treat ment for EGFR- Mutat ed Advan ced NSCLC:  FLAUR A 

China , A Rando mized  Study
Vacci ne Thera pies for Cancer:  Then and Now
Liqui d Biops y for Progn osis and Treat ment in Metas tatic  Color ectal  Cancer:  Circu latin g Tumor  Cells  vs Circu latin g 

Tumor  DNA
TRK Fusio n Cancer:  Patie nt Chara cteri stics  and Survi val Analy sis in the Real- World  Setti ng
Risk and Benefi t for Targe ted Thera py Agent s in Pedia tric Phase  II Trial s in Oncol ogy:  A Syste matic  Revie w with a 

Meta- Analy sis
Bintr afusp  Alfa, a Bifun ction al Fusio n Prote in Targe ting TGFβ and PD- L1, in Patie nts with Esoph ageal  Squam ous Cell 

Carci noma:  Resul ts from a Phase  1 Cohor t in Asia
Copan lisib  for the Treat ment of Malig nant Lymph oma:  Clini cal Exper ience  and Futur e Persp ectiv es

The high quality of content published in Targeted Oncology has been reflected in the most recent impact factor of 4.493 
and CiteScore™ of 7.3. Further, Targeted Oncology has published content in a timely manner, with an average time from 
submission to first decision of 15 days.

The COVID-19 pandemic has continued to present many challenges and I would like to thank all who have contributed 
to ensuring the journal has thrived despite the ongoing issues.

I would like to start by thanking the authors of the articles published in Targeted Oncology over the course of 2021. The 
enthusiasm of all authors for their chosen fields and their willingness to contribute content to the journal are crucial for its 
continued success.
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The quality of published articles is also testament to the 
diligence of the peer reviewers. I would like to acknowledge 
the following individuals who acted as reviewers for Tar-
geted Oncology in the last 12 months:

Muhammad Zubair Afzal, USA
Thierry Alcindor, Canada
Lawrence Andrews, USA
Kazuhiro Araki, Japan
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Jean Auliac, France
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Simon Harrison, Australia
Alain Hendlisz, Belgium
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John Hilton, Canada
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I also very grateful to the members of the journal’s Honorary Editorial Board, who have acted as peer reviewers and authors, 
and have provided guidance on journal content, policy, and processes:

James Armitage, University of Nebraska Medical Center, Omaha, NE, USA
James Berenson, Institute for Myeloma and Bone Cancer Research, West Hollywood, CA, USA
Jean-Yves Blay, University Claude Bernard Lyon I, Lyon, France
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Ann-Lii Cheng, National Taiwan University, Taipei, Taiwan, Republic of China
Fortunato Ciardiello, Second University of Naples, Naples, Italy
Jayesh Desai, The Royal Melbourne Hospital, Melbourne, VIC, Australia
Sandrine Faivre, Beaujon University Hospital, Clichy, France
Giuseppe Giaccone, Weill Cornell Medicine, New York, NY, USA
Petros Grivas, University of Washington, Seattle, WA, USA
Balazs Halmos, Montefiore Medical Center, New York, NY, USA
Gabriel Hortobagyi, Houston, TX, USA
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V. Craig Jordan, MD Anderson, Houston, Texas, USA
John Kirkwood, University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine, Pittsburgh, PA, USA
Heinz-Josef Lenz, University of Southern California, Los Angeles, CA, USA
Teresa Macarulla, Vall d’Hebron University Hospital, Barcelona, Spain
Mark McKeage, University of Auckland, Auckland, New Zealand
Alain Mita, Samuel Oschin Comprehensive Cancer Institute, Los Angeles, CA, USA
Monica Mita, Samuel Oschin Comprehensive Cancer Institute, Los Angeles, CA, USA
Jean-François Morère, Hôpital Avicenne, Paris-Nord, France
Athanasios Papavassiliou, National and Kapodistrian University of Athens, Athens, Greece
Camilo Porta, IRCCS San Matteo University Hospital Foundation, Pavia, Italy
Timothy Price, The Queen Elizabeth Hospital, Adelaide, SA, Australia
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Shukui Qin, Chinese Society of Clinical Oncology, Nanjing, China
Eric Raymond, Groupe Hospitalier Paris Saint-Joseph, Paris, France
Richard Riedel, Duke University, Durham, NC, USA
Olivier Rixe, Quantum Santa Fe, Santa Fe, NM, USA
Helen Rizos, Macquarie University, North Ryde, NSW, Australia
Nicole Shonka, University of Nebraska Medical Center, Omaha, NE, USA
Denis Soulières, Centre Hospitalier de l’Université de Montréal, Montréal, Québec, Canada
Yu Sunakawa, St. Marianna University School of Medicine, Kawasaki, Japan
Eric Van Cutsem, University Hospitals Leuven, Leuven, Belgium
In terms of other important company initiatives, the Springer Nature ‘Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) Programme’ 

is aiming to connect researchers who are tackling the world’s toughest challenges with practitioners in policy and business, 
while the ‘Women in Science’ initiative aims to help empower more women scientists to achieve scientific excellence. Finally, 
I am delighted to inform you that Springer Nature is now carbon neutral for its direct operations (offices, fleet, and flights) 
and earlier this year signed The Climate Pledge, making a commitment to be Net Zero carbon by 2040.

Returning to Targeted Oncology, the editorial program for 2022 is well under way, and I am looking forward to bringing 
you many high-quality and authoritative articles in the field of Targeted Oncology over the coming year.

I thank you for your continued support.

With best wishes,
Martin Chopra
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