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                    Abstract
Expression of neurotrophin system transcripts will be diminished in suicide compared to other causes of death in anterior cingulate cortex (ACC) and dorsolateral prefrontal cortex (DLPFC), similar to a prior study. We used publicly available microarray data on 32 postmortem subjects from two cohorts. Covariates selected for inclusion in a logistic regression model included cohort and pH. Neither brain-derived neurotrophic factor (BDNF; Wald chisq = 0.00, df=1, p=0.95) nor tyrosine kinase B (NTRK2; Wald chisq = 0.41, df=1, p=0.52) transcript expression were altered in the ACC of subjects with completed suicide compared to other causes of death. In the DLPFC of suicide subjects, no differences in BDNF (Wald chisq = 0.30, df=1, p=0.58) or NTRK2 (Wald chisq = 2.13, df=1, p=0.14) expression were noted. Specific laboratory methods and sampling factors may explain the negative findings. The present data do not exclude the possibility of altered BDNF and NTRK2 expression in completed suicide.
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