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Preface 
 
 

Inorganic and Coordination Chemistry is a major branch 
of chemistry and is an area of growing interest and impor-
tance in the chemical community, and in particular, there 
has been a growing interest in this area owing to the recent 
rapid developments of coordination chemistry related re-
search in (1) Materials Science, such as in the development 
of coordination and metal-containing compounds for organic 
light-emitting diode (OLED) applications, dye-sensitized 
solar cells and photovoltaics, optoelectronics, single mole-
cule magnets, metal-organic frameworks (MOFs) for hy-
drogen storage, micro- and mesoporous materials for ca-
talysis, molecular logics and devices; (2) Biomedical Sci-
ence, such as in the development of biomimetic models of 
metalloproteins and enzymes, metallodrugs and therapeutic 
agents, chemical biology, chemo- and biosensors, labels and 
tags for biomolecules; and (3) Environmental Science and 
Energy, such as in the development of environmentally be-
nigned catalysis, green chemistry, small molecule activation, 
nitrogen and carbon dioxide fixation, chemosensors, photo-
catalytic decomposition of pollutants, photovoltaics, photo-
chemical energy storage, fuel cells, hydrogen economy. 

This Special Issue is a result of the 6th National Confer-
ence on Coordination Chemistry (cum International Sympo-
sium on Coordination Chemistry) that was held at The Uni-
versity of Hong Kong on 6-9 July 2009. 

The National Conference on Coordination Chemistry is 
the largest and most reputable national conference in the 
area of Coordination Chemistry held once every four years. 
The Conference has always been well attended by top lead-
ing inorganic and coordination chemists from all over the 
nation and the 6th National Conference on Coordination 
Chemistry is no exception. The main objective of the Con-
ference is to provide a forum for inorganic and coordination 
chemists from all parts of the nation to gather together to 
present their most recent research findings, and to provide a 

stimulating atmosphere to discuss and to exchange ideas on 
the most frontier research topics in Inorganic and Coordina-
tion Chemistry. This is the first time that a national confer-
ence of this type has been held in Hong Kong, and this has 
provided an invaluable opportunity to introduce an interna-
tional element by incorporation of an International Sympo-
sium on Coordination Chemistry into the Conference. The 
incorporation of the International Symposium into the Na-
tional Conference has served to bring in internationally re-
nowned inorganic and coordination chemists from all over 
the world to participate in the national conference and to 
witness the fast growing development of Coordination 
Chemistry in China and the region.  

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all the con-
tributors to this issue for their efforts and for their contribu-
tions to the success of the issue and the 6th National Con-
ference on Coordination Chemistry (cum International 
Symposium on Coordination Chemistry) in Hong Kong. I 
would also like to pay tribute to all the coordination chem-
ists, past and present, who have contributed to the success 
and development of coordination chemistry research and 
education in China. This special issue is dedicated to all the 
inorganic and coordination chemists who have contributed 
significantly to the development of coordination chemistry 
research and education in China. 

I would like to express my gratitude to Professor 
Xiao-Zeng You and Professor Chi-Ming Che for their 
strong support in entrusting me to organize the 6th National 
Conference on Coordination Chemistry in Hong Kong, and 
Professor Le-Min Li, the Editor-in-Chief of Science China 

Chemistry, for his initiation of the publication and subse-
quent strong support to the organization of this Special Is-
sue. Professor Hong-Zhe Sun and Dr. Wai Han Lam are 
also gratefully acknowledged for their kind assistance and 
efforts in the organization of the conference. 
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I would like to thank the Croucher Foundation, The Uni-
versity of Hong Kong, all the sponsors, and all the speakers 
and participants for the strong support to the conference, 
without which the organization of this conference and the 
subsequent organization of this Special Issue would not 
have been possible.  

I would also like to thank the editorial members of staff 
of Science China Chemistry, Dr. Chen Fang and Dr. 
Xiaowen Zhu, for their hard work and efforts on the pro-      

duction of this issue, and the reviewers for their critical re-
views and invaluable comments. 
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