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                    Abstract
Moore’s paradox in belief is the fact that beliefs of the form ‘p and I do not believe that p’ are ‘absurd’ yet possibly true. Writers on the paradox have nearly all taken the absurdity to be a form of irrationality. These include those who give what Timothy Chan calls the ‘pragmatic solution’ to the paradox. This solution turns on the fact that having the Moorean belief falsifies its content. Chan, who also takes the absurdity to be a form of irrationality, objects to this solution by arguing that it is circular and thus incomplete. This is because it must explain why Moorean beliefs are irrational yet, according to Chan, their grammatical third-person transpositions are not, even though the same proposition is believed. But the solution can only explain this asymmetry by relying on a formulation of the ground of the irrationality of Moorean beliefs that presupposes precisely such asymmetry. I reply that it is neither necessary nor sufficient for the irrationality that the contents of Moorean beliefs be restricted to the grammatical first-person. What has to be explained is rather that such grammatical non-first-person transpositions sometimes, but not always, result in the disappearance of irrationality. Describing this phenomenon requires the grammatical first-person/non-first person distinction. The pragmatic solution explains the phenomenon once it is formulated in de se terms. But the grammatical first-person/non-first-person distinction is independent of, and a fortiori, different from, the de se/non-de se distinction presupposed by pragmatic solution, although both involve the first person broadly construed. Therefore the pragmatic solution is not circular. Building on the work of Green and Williams I also distinguish between the irrationality of Moorean beliefs and their absurdity. I argue that while all irrational Moorean beliefs are absurd, some Moorean beliefs are absurd but not irrational. I explain this absurdity in a way that is not circular either.



                    
    


                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                    
                                    
                                        This is a preview of subscription content, log in via an institution
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                     to check access.
                                

                            

                        

                        
                            
                                
                                    Access this article

                                    
                                        
                                            
                                                
                                                    Log in via an institution
                                                    
                                                        
                                                    
                                                
                                            

                                        
                                    
                                    
                                        
 
 
  
   
    
     
     
      Buy article PDF USD 39.95
     

    

    Price excludes VAT (USA)

     Tax calculation will be finalised during checkout.

    Instant access to the full article PDF.

   

  

  
 

 
  
   
    Rent this article via DeepDyve
     
      
     

   

  

  
 


                                    

                                    
                                        Institutional subscriptions
                                            
                                                
                                            
                                        

                                    

                                

                            
                        

                        
                            
                        

                    

                    
                        
                    


                    
                        
                            
                                
        
            
                Similar content being viewed by others

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    [image: ]

                                
                                
                                    
                                        The pragmatic turn in the scientific realism debate
                                        
                                    

                                    
                                        Article
                                         Open access
                                         29 March 2024
                                    

                                

                                Sandy C. Boucher & Curtis Forbes

                            
                        

                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    [image: ]

                                
                                
                                    
                                        Conceivability, Kripkean Identity, and S5: A Reply to Jonathon VandenHombergh
                                        
                                    

                                    
                                        Article
                                        
                                         12 December 2023
                                    

                                

                                Peter Marton

                            
                        

                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    [image: ]

                                
                                
                                    
                                        Interpretivism and norms
                                        
                                    

                                    
                                        Article
                                        
                                         13 December 2018
                                    

                                

                                Devin Sanchez Curry

                            
                        

                    
                

            
        
            
        
    
                            
                        
                    

                    

                    

                    References
	Castañeda H. N. (1966) ‘He’: A study in the logic of self-consciousness. Ratio 8(2): 130–157

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Castañeda H. N. (1968) On the logic of attribution of self-knowledge to others. Journal of Philosophy 65(15): 439–456
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Chan T. (2010) Moore’s paradox is not just another pragmatic paradox. Synthese 173(3): 211–229
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	de Almeida C. (2001) What Moore’s paradox is about. Philosophy and Phenomenological Research 62(1): 33–58

                    Google Scholar 
                

	de Almeida C. (2007) Moorean absurdity: An epistemological analysis. In: Green M., Williams J. N. (eds) Moore’s paradox: New essays on belief, rationality and the first person. Oxford University Press, Oxford, pp 53–75

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Green, M., Williams, J. N. (eds) (2007) Moore’s paradox: New essays on belief, rationality and the first person. Oxford University Press, Oxford

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Green, M., & Williams, J. N. (2010). Moore’s paradox, truth and accuracy. Acta Analytica. doi:10.1007/s12136-010-0110-0.

	Moore G. E. (1942) A reply to my critics. In: Schlipp P. (eds) The philosophy of G. E. Moore. Tudor, Evanston, pp 535–677

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Moore, G. E. (1993). G.E. Moore: Selected writings (Ed. T. Baldwin). Routledge: London.

	Nagel T. (1979) The absurd. In: Nagel T. (eds) Mortal questions. Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, pp 11–24

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Perry J. (1979) The problem of the essential indexical. Noûs 13(1): 3–21
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Rudder Baker L. (1988) Cognitive suicide. In: Grimm R. H., Merill D. D. (eds) Contents of thought (Arizona colloquium in cognition). The University of Arizona Press, Tucson, pp 1–30

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Sorensen R. A. (1988) Blindspots. Clarendon, Oxford

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Williams J. N. (1994) Moorean absurdity and the intentional ‘structure’ of assertion. Analysis 54(3): 60–66
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Williams J. N. (1996) Moorean absurdities and the nature of assertion. Australasian Journal of Philosophy 74(1): 115–130
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Williams J. N. (1998) Wittgensteinian accounts of Moorean absurdity. Philosophical Studies 92(3): 283–306
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Williams J. N. (2006) Wittgenstein, Moorean absurdity and its disappearance from speech. Synthese 149(1): 225–254
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                


Download references




Author information
Authors and Affiliations
	School of Social Sciences, Singapore Management University, Level 4, 90 Stamford Road, Singapore, 178903, Singapore
John N. Williams


Authors	John N. WilliamsView author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMed Google Scholar





Corresponding author
Correspondence to
                John N. Williams.


Rights and permissions
Reprints and permissions


About this article
Cite this article
Williams, J.N. The completeness of the pragmatic solution to Moore’s paradox in belief: a reply to Chan.
                    Synthese 190, 2457–2476 (2013). https://doi.org/10.1007/s11229-011-9991-8
Download citation
	Received: 09 January 2009

	Accepted: 08 August 2011

	Published: 24 August 2011

	Issue Date: August 2013

	DOI: https://doi.org/10.1007/s11229-011-9991-8


Share this article
Anyone you share the following link with will be able to read this content:
Get shareable linkSorry, a shareable link is not currently available for this article.


Copy to clipboard

                            Provided by the Springer Nature SharedIt content-sharing initiative
                        


Keywords
	G.E. Moore
	Moore’s paradox
	Self-falsification
	Self-refutation
	Circularity
	Explanation
	Belief
	Absurdity
	Irrationality
	First-person
	First-person/second-person asymmetry
	
                De se
              
	
                De se/non-de se asymmetry
	Asymmetry








                    
                

            

            
                
                    

                    
                        
                            
    

                        

                    

                    
                        
                    


                    
                        
                            
                                
                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        Access this article


                                        
                                            
                                                
                                                    
                                                        Log in via an institution
                                                        
                                                            
                                                        
                                                    
                                                

                                            
                                        

                                        
                                            
 
 
  
   
    
     
     
      Buy article PDF USD 39.95
     

    

    Price excludes VAT (USA)

     Tax calculation will be finalised during checkout.

    Instant access to the full article PDF.

   

  

  
 

 
  
   
    Rent this article via DeepDyve
     
      
     

   

  

  
 


                                        

                                        
                                            Institutional subscriptions
                                                
                                                    
                                                
                                            

                                        

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                                
    
        Advertisement

        
        

    






                            

                            

                            

                        

                    

                
            

        

    
    
    


    
        
            Search

            
                
                    
                        Search by keyword or author
                        
                            
                            
                                
                                    
                                
                                Search
                            
                        

                    

                
            

        

    



    
        Navigation

        	
                    
                        Find a journal
                    
                
	
                    
                        Publish with us
                    
                
	
                    
                        Track your research
                    
                


    


    
	
		
			
			
	
		
			
			
				Discover content

					Journals A-Z
	Books A-Z


			

			
			
				Publish with us

					Publish your research
	Open access publishing


			

			
			
				Products and services

					Our products
	Librarians
	Societies
	Partners and advertisers


			

			
			
				Our imprints

					Springer
	Nature Portfolio
	BMC
	Palgrave Macmillan
	Apress


			

			
		

	



		
		
		
	
		
				
						
						
							Your privacy choices/Manage cookies
						
					
	
						
							Your US state privacy rights
						
						
					
	
						
							Accessibility statement
						
						
					
	
						
							Terms and conditions
						
						
					
	
						
							Privacy policy
						
						
					
	
						
							Help and support
						
						
					


		
	
	
		
			
				
					
					3.94.180.229
				

				Not affiliated

			

		
	
	
		
			[image: Springer Nature]
		
	
	© 2024 Springer Nature




	






    