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1  Preface

In the last few years, the measurement of multidimensional phenomena has been one of the 
most treated research topics; in fact, the interest in the "quantification" of complex events 
has considerably increased and it has involved several scientific fields. Certainly, Social 
Indicators Research has been playing a leading role in the international scenario by con-
tributing to the discussion of the entire Scientific Community.

In particular, the measurement of multidimensional well-being has stimulated a vivid 
debate among scholars from different research fields (economists, philosophers, sociolo-
gists and statisticians) and of very distant cultures.

At first researchers debated on well-being as a multidimensional phenomenon; then 
they moved discussing whether representing well-being with many numbers (a dashboard 
of indicators) or rather with a single number (a composite index). Finally, they focused 
their attention on the most robust methodologies for the construction of composite indices. 
Although the distinction between the three strands of research has characterized the scien-
tific debate, the vast production shows that they have one common element, the territory, as 
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the way to contextualize the measurement of well-being in places where people live, where 
citizens are the actors of civil society and where progress is pushing the development of 
human capability. Indeed, well-being strongly depends on people’s actions and behaviours 
in the territory. Thanks to the increasing availability of administrative sources and Big 
Data it is nowadays possible to compute indicators at a very disaggregated territorial level 
and, therefore, to measure well-being for very small geographical areas.

For more than eighty years, the Italian Society of Economics, Demography and Statis-
tics (SIEDS)1 has been focused on these issues by promoting multidisciplinary scientific 
debate and welcoming the research ideas of scholars with different skills and professional 
experiences.

This Special Issue collects a selection of papers presented by SIEDS members during 
the LVI Scientific Meeting in Ascoli Piceno (Italy) on May 23–24, 2019. The thirty papers 
published offer an interesting overview on the measurement of well-being from a multidis-
ciplinary point of view, which represents one of the prerogatives of both Social Indicators 
Research and the Italian Society of Economics, Demography and Statistics.

This Special Issue offers an interesting contribution to the literature on this topic, as the 
editors intended to offer a collection of the avant-garde research in the different scientific 
approaches that characterize the SIEDS. Many papers deal with strictly methodological 
aspects mainly related to the theory of composite indicators, while others present models 
for territorial classification. Several papers focus on the socio-economic and environmental 
components of the multidimensional phenomenon, while others direct their attention on 
new data sources for measuring well-being. Some papers are based on objective indicators 
linked to the main macroeconomic variables, while others stress the importance of subjec-
tive indicators for the perception of the phenomenon. Finally, some works focus on the role 
of the various factors that affect the well-being of individuals at different stages of life. 
The plurality of ideas and approaches represents the most important feature of scientific 
research, especially when the issue is as complex as that of well-being.

We hope that this book may represent a valuable contribution to the socio-economic 
literature and may inspire many more scholars towards continuous development of theories 
and methodologies for measuring well-being at territorial level.
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