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In 2009, Michael Parent, one of the co-editors of this special
issue, organized a symposium at the annual meeting of the
American Psychological Association on Publishing LGBT
Research. We presented data at that session about how Sex
Roles had treated this general issue from our initial publica-
tion in 1975 through 2008. We present some of this infor-
mation here, and have expanded our analysis to include
publications in 2009 through 2012. As our mission state-
ment now reads:

Sex Roles: A Journal of Research is an interdisciplin-
ary behavioral science journal offering a feminist per-
spective. It publishes original research reports and
review articles that illuminate the underlying process-
es and consequences of gender role socialization, gen-
dered perceptions and behaviors, and gender
stereotypes. The range of topics is broad, extending
to gender issues in employment and work environ-
ments; interpersonal relationships; sexual orientation
and identity; body image; violence against women, or
intimate partners; gender role socialization; the influ-
ences of media, schools, peers and community on
stereotypes; the acquisition, maintenance, and impact
of stereotypes; the cultural, economic, legal and polit-
ical effects of contemporary social change; or meth-
odological issues in gender research. All papers
consider the possibility of study participant gender
differences in the initial statement of hypotheses and
the analysis of data.

Although this has changed over the last 38 years, these
general ideas have always been part of our mission.

Probably the biggest change in the journal over its history
has been the increase in published pages. Sex Roles was
initially a quarterly journal with four issues a year. In 1977,
it was published 6 times a year. In 1981, it was published
monthly. In 2012, we published a total of 1,524 journal
pages. This included 86 regular journal articles, 19 Feminist
Forum articles, 10 articles in special issues, and 32 book and
media reviews. Thus, we are a high volume journal. We
received a total of 642 new submissions in 2012, as well as
486 revised submissions. This includes all original research
reports, Feminist Forum papers (reviews of empirical liter-
ature arguing for a particular point of view), special issue
articles, and book and media reviews. We received manu-
scripts last year from 46 different countries. The current
acceptance rate is 14 % and the rejection rate is 86 %.

In order to examine the publication of papers relating to
LGBTQ issues in Sex Roles, in 2009 we conducted a Google
Scholar search using search terms of homosexual, gay,
lesbian, bisexual, transgender, transsexual, and queer. We
then checked to make sure each of the resulting articles did
address these topics. Google Scholar returned all articles
published in Sex Roles containing any of the above search
terms, and we omitted some of the articles which used these
terms only in the reference list. We also omitted articles
where the only use of the word “gay” was a surname in a
citation with no other search terms found.

The first paper we identified as meeting our criteria was
published in the first year of the journal. It was an article by
Joseph Pleck on paradigms of masculinity and femininity
(Pleck 1975). Within our search criteria, we also noted that
the top cited paper between 1975 and 2008 was an article by
Carol Martin (1990) on children with nontraditional and tradi-
tional gender roles (cited by 90 articles). The secondmost cited
was an article by Kay Deaux and Randel Hanna (1984) on the
influence of gender and sexual orientation in personal ads. This
was cited by 88 papers. The third most cited article was Don
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McCreary’s 1994 paper on the male role and avoiding
femininity, which was cited by 79 articles. Since that time,
the top three cited papers are McCreary (1994) cited by
161 articles, Bernard E. Whitley Jr. (2001) cited by 159
articles, and Carol Martin (1990) cited by 155 articles. Of
the articles published from 2009 to 2012, the top cited
articles are Henny Bos and Theo G. M. Sandfort's (2010)
article on gender identity of children in lesbian and het-
erosexual families (cited by 29 articles), Aaron J. Blashill
and Kimberly K. Powlishta's (2009) article on gay stereo-
types (cited by 22 articles), and Rebecca L. Stotzer’s
(2009) article on the development of positive attitudes
toward the LGB community (cited by 21 articles).

In order to analyze changes over time, we divided the
total number of relevant papers by the total number of
papers published by year. Results are shown by year in
Figs. 1 and 2. As can be seen, overall there has been an
increasing trend to include more and more of these types of
articles over the years of publication of the journal. Percent-
ages vary across years, with some years having far more
than others. Since we did not include the papers in this

special issue, the true count for 2012, when many of these
were published on-line, will be much higher.

We next looked at the content of these papers. There were
two major research themes we identified in the papers: (1)
Behaviors of lesbians and gays compared to comparable
heterosexual groups; and (2) Attitudes about lesbians and/or
gays and other sexual minorities (such as the transgendered)
in comparison to other groups. Many of these studies further
examine whether one group has more prejudicial attitudes
than another. A major research question under studies com-
paring lesbians and gays with heterosexuals was whether
gender or sexual orientation was a better predictor of behav-
ior (or of attitudes). Papers reflecting this focus have
appeared since the very early years of publication, and
continue through the current year. The highly cited Martin
(1990) paper examined gender-stereotypic behavior chil-
dren. A more recent examination of this issue can be seen
in C. Lynn Carr (2007). Other researchers look at these
comparisons in adults. For example, Renee Engeln-
Maddox and her colleagues published a paper in 2011 on
body surveillance as predicted by gender and sexual
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orientation (Engeln-Maddox et al. 2011). In recent years,
these papers are typically not accepted, since they rarely
build on what we already know—that both gender and
sexual orientation predict attitudes and behavior. But, some
such as Engeln-Maddox et al. add interesting new perspec-
tives to this issue.

The topic of how LGBTQ populations are viewed by others
often takes the form of assessment of stereotypes of the partic-
ular population. There were many papers on negative views of
“homosexuals” in the 1970s and these continue to the present
day (e.g., Whitley 2001; Whitley et al. 2011). More recently,
the focus has turned to other groups such as the transgendered.
There are now many scales measuring such attitudes about
different LGBTQ populations (Carroll et al. 2012). Many of
these scales are cited in the papers in this issue (e.g., Norton
and Herek 2012). New themes relating to attitudes are con-
cerns of men about being labeled as gay (Pompper 2010,
discussed this issue as part of a larger analysis of being metro-
sexual), and views of victims of same-sex violence, rape or
sexual harassment (e.g., DeSouza et al. 2007).

Some papers have taken the form of looking at which types
of people have the most negative attitudes. The 2001 Whitley
paper is probably the most cited of such papers, and provides
data showing that men, relative to women, tend to have more
negative views of homosexuals generally, and especially of
gay men. Several papers were published in Sex Roles
documenting the stereotype that lesbians were less attractive
than heterosexual women (Dew 1985). Another theme we see
in more than one paper is the idea that feminists are
disproportionally lesbians (Ramsey et al. 2007).

More recent studies have focused on relationships of
lesbians and gay males. Several papers have examined les-
bians and gay men as parents (Goldberg et al. 2012; Sutfin
et al. 2008). Other family dynamics of gay couples have also
been a recurring theme. Studies analyzing romantic attrac-
tions of lesbians and/or gay men were published beginning
in the mid-1980s (Boyden et al. 1984) and continue in
recent years (Smith et al. 2011). A recent paper examines
partner violence in same-gender couples (Baker et al. 2012).
Another theme growing in popularity is how those labeled
as lesbian or gay view themselves and how they react to the
prejudice they experience in their daily lives (e.g., Gonzalez
et al. 2012; Lehavot et al. 2012). A paper published in 2012
(Morgan 2012) related to the development of a heterosexual
orientation. Thus, the topics do change over time, but the
basic themes continue to be of interest to researchers.

In conclusion, we hope this analysis has made it clear that
Sex Roles welcomes submissions relating to lesbian, gay,
bisexual, transgendered or queer populations or issues. Pre-
viously published papers on these topics provide a rich
source of information for those interested in these topics.
The special issue included in this volume will add substan-
tially to this information.
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