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The current study explored the relationship between courtship violence and the exploitativeness/entitlement factor of overt narcissism, covert narcissism, and sexual narcissism. Data were analyzed from 63 currently dating couples on their own and partner’s aggression using the CTS2. All were white, heterosexual students from a small US college in Central Pennsylvania. An interdependence analysis showed that correlations were entirely explained at the individual-level, thus demonstrating that gender is a key element in understanding narcissism and courtship violence. For women, exploitativeness/ entitlement was significantly correlated with sexual coercion in both dating partners. For men, covert narcissism was correlated with physical assault and sexual narcissism was correlated with their partner’s sexual coercion. Narcissism also influenced some discrepancies in self- and partner-rated aggression.



                    
    


                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                    
                                    
                                        This is a preview of subscription content, log in via an institution
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                     to check access.
                                

                            

                        

                        
                            
                                
                                    Access this article

                                    
                                        
                                            
                                                
                                                    Log in via an institution
                                                    
                                                        
                                                    
                                                
                                            

                                        
                                    
                                    
                                        
 
 
  
   
    
     
     
      Buy article PDF USD 39.95
     

    

    Price excludes VAT (USA)

     Tax calculation will be finalised during checkout.

    Instant access to the full article PDF.

   

  

  
 

 
  
   
    Rent this article via DeepDyve
     
      
     

   

  

  
 


                                    

                                    
                                        Institutional subscriptions
                                            
                                                
                                            
                                        

                                    

                                

                            
                        

                        
                            
                        

                    

                    
                        
                    


                    
                        
                            
                                
        
            
                Similar content being viewed by others

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    [image: ]

                                
                                
                                    
                                        An Exploration of the Interplay Between Narcissistic and Empathetic Traits and Attitudes Towards Coercive Controlling Behaviours in Intimate Partner Relationships
                                        
                                    

                                    
                                        Article
                                        
                                         14 February 2024
                                    

                                

                                Lily Marie Felton

                            
                        

                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    [image: ]

                                
                                
                                    
                                        Narcissistic Qualities and Infidelity
                                        
                                    

                                    
                                        Chapter
                                        
                                         © 2018
                                    

                                

                                
                            
                        

                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    [image: ]

                                
                                
                                    
                                        Aggression begets aggression: Psychological dating aggression perpetration in young adults from the perspective of intergenerational transmission of violence
                                        
                                    

                                    
                                        Article
                                        
                                         05 November 2021
                                    

                                

                                Ezgi Toplu-Demirtaş & Zeynep Hatipoğlu-Sümer

                            
                        

                    
                

            
        
            
        
    
                            
                        
                    

                    

                    

                    References
	Allison, J. A., & Wrightsman, L. S. (1993). Rape: the misunderstood crime. Newbury Park: Sage.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	American Psychiatric Association (1980). Diagnostic and statistical manual of mental disorders (3rd ed.). Washington, DC: American Psychiatric Association.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	American Psychiatric Association (2000). Diagnostic and statistical manual of mental disorders (4th ed.). Washington, DC: American Psychiatric Association.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Archer, J. (2000). Sex differences in aggression between heterosexual partners: a meta-analytic review. Psychological Bulletin, 126, 651–680.
Article 
    PubMed 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Baumeister, R. F., Bushman, B. J., & Campbell, W. K. (2000). Self-esteem, narcissism, and aggression: Does violence result from low self-esteem or from threatened egotism. Current Directions in Psychological Science, 9, 26–29.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Baumeister, R. F., & Catanese, K. R. (2001). Victims and perpetrators provide disparate accounts: Motivated cognitive distortions about interpersonal transgressions. In J. P. Forgas, K. D. Williams, & L. Wheeler (Eds.) The social mind: cognitive and motivational aspects of interpersonal behavior (pp. 274–293). Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Baumeister, R. F., Catanese, K. R., & Wallace, H. M. (2002). Conquest by force: a narcissistic reactance theory of rape and sexual coercion. Review of General Psychology, 6, 92–135.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Beasley, R., & Stoltenberg, C. D. (1992). Personality characteristics of male spouse abusers. Professional Psychology Research and Practice, 23, 310–317.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Billingham, R. E., Miller, A., & Hockenberry, S. L. (1999). Narcissistic injury and sexual victimization among women college students. College Student Journal, 33, 372–379.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Brown, R. P. (2004). Vengeance is mine: narcissism, vengeance, and the tendency to forgive. Journal of Research in Personality, 38, 576–584.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Bushman, B. J., & Baumeister, R. F. (1998). Threatened egotism, narcissism, self-esteem, and direct and displaced aggression: does self-love or self-hate lead to violence. Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, 75, 219–229.
Article 
    PubMed 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Bushman, B. J., Bonacci, A. M., van Dijk, M., & Baumesiter, R. F. (2003). Narcissism, sexual refusal, and aggression: testing a narcissistic reactance model of sexual coercion. Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, 84, 1027–1040.
Article 
    PubMed 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Byers, E. S., & O’Sullivan, L. F. (1998). Similar but different: men’s and women’s experiences of sexual coercion. In P. B. Anderson, & C. Struckman-Johnson (Eds.) Sexually aggressive women: current perspectives and controversies (pp. 144–168). New York: Guilford.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Christopher, F. S., & Lloyd, S. A. (2000). Physical and sexual aggression in relationships. In C. Hendrick, & S. S. Hendrick (Eds.) Close relationships: a sourcebook (pp. 331–343). Thousand Oaks: Sage.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Craig, M. E. (1990). Coercive sexuality in dating relationships: a situational model. Clinical Psychology Review, 10, 395–423.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Craig, R. J. (2003). Use of the Millon Clinical Multiaxial Inventory in the psychological assessment of domestic violence: a review. Aggression and Violent Behavior, 8, 235–244.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	DeKeseredy, W. S., & Kelly, K. (1993). Woman abuse in university and college dating relationships: the contribution of the ideology of familial patriarchy. The Journal of Human Justice, 4, 25–52.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Emmers-Sommer, T. M., & Allen, M. (1999). Variables related to sexual coercion: a path model. Journal of Social and Personal Relationships, 16, 659–678.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Emmons, R. A. (1984). Factor analysis and construct validity of the Narcissistic Personality Inventory. Journal of Personality Assessment, 48, 291–300.
Article 
    PubMed 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Emmons, R. A. (1987). Narcissism: theory and measurement. Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, 52, 11–17.
Article 
    PubMed 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Exline, J. J., Baumeister, R. F., Bushman, B. J., Campbell, W. K., & Finkel, E. J. (2004). Too proud to let go: narcissistic entitlement as a barrier to forgiveness. Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, 87, 894–912.
Article 
    PubMed 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Fisher, B. S., Daigle, L. E., Cullen, F. T., & Turner, M. G. (2003). Reporting sexual victimization to the police and others: Results from a national-level study of college women. Criminal Justice and Behavior, 30, 6–38.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Gonzalez, R., & Griffin, D. (1997). On the statistics of interdependence: treating dyadic data with respect. In S. Duck (Ed.) Handbook of personal relationships: theory, research, and interventions ((pp. 271–302)2nd ed.). New York: Wiley.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Gonzalez, R., & Griffin, D. (1999). The correlational analysis of dyad-level data in the distinguishable case. Personal Relationships, 6, 449–469.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Hamberger, L. K., & Hastings, J. (1990). Recidivism following spouse abuse abatement counseling: treatment program implications. Violence and Victims, 5, 157–170.
PubMed 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Hendin, H. M., & Cheek, J. M. (1997). Assessing hypersensitive narcissism: a reexamination of Murray's Narcissism Scale. Journal of Research in Personality, 31, 588–599.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Hurlbert, D. F., & Apt, C. (1991). Sexual narcissism and the abusive male. Journal of Sex & Marital Therapy, 17, 279–292.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Hurlbert, D. F., Apt, C., Gasar, S., Wilson, N. E., & Murphy, Y. (1994). Sexual narcissism: a validation study. Journal of Sex & Marital Therapy, 20, 24–34.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Johnson, M. P., & Ferraro, K. J. (2000). Research on domestic violence in the 1900s: making distinctions. Journal of Marriage and the Family, 62, 948–963.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Jordan, C. J., Spencer, S. J., Zanna, M. P., Hoshino-Browne, E., & Correll, J. (2003). Secure and defensive high self-esteem. Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, 85, 969–978.
Article 
    PubMed 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Kanin, E. J. (1985). Date rapists: differential sexual socialization and relative deprivation. Archives of Sexual Behavior, 14, 219–231.
Article 
    PubMed 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Kohut, H. (1978). Thoughts on narcissism and the narcissistic rage. In P. H. Ornstein (Ed.) The search for self: Selected writings of Heinz Kohut: 1950–1978 (vol. vol. 2, (pp. 615–658)). New York: International Universities Press.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Koss, M. P. (1992). Defending date rape. Journal of interpersonal violence, 7, 122–126.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Koss, M. P., Dinero, T. E., Seibel, C. A., & Cox, S. L. (1988). Stranger and acquaintance rape: are there differences in the victim’s experience? Psychology of Women Quarterly, 12, 1–24.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Koss, M. P., Gidycz, C. A., & Wisniewski, N. (1987). The scope of rape: incidence and prevalence of sexual aggression and victimization in a national sample of higher education students. Journal of Consulting and Clinical Psychology, 55, 162–170.
Article 
    PubMed 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Koss, M. P., Leonard, K. E., Beezley, D. A., & Oros, C. J. (1985). Nonstranger sexual aggression: a discriminant analysis of the psychological characteristics of undetected offenders. Sex Roles, 12, 981–992.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Malamuth, N. M., Linz, D., Heavey, C. L., Barnes, G., & Acker, M. (1995). Using the confluence model of sexual aggression to predict men’s conflict with women: a 10-year follow-up study. Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, 69, 353–369.
Article 
    PubMed 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	McCullough, M. E., Emmons, R. A., Kilpatrick, S. D., & Mooney, C. N. (2003). Narcissists as “victims”: the role of narcissism in the perception of transgressions. Personality and Social Psychology Bulletin, 29, 885–893.
Article 
    PubMed 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Mischel, W., & Morf, C. C. (2003). The self as a psycho-social dynamic processing system: a meta-perspective on a century of the self in psychology. In M. R. Leary, & J. P. Tagney (Eds.) Handbook of self and identity. New York: Guilford.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Morf, C. C., & Rhodewalt, F. (2001). Unraveling the paradoxes of narcissism: a dynamic self-regulatory processing model. Psychological Inquiry, 12, 177–196.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Murray, H. A. (1938). Explorations in personality. New York: Oxford University Press.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Oliver, M. B., & Hyde, J. S. (1993). Gender differences in sexuality: a meta-analysis. Psychological Bulletin, 114, 29–51.
Article 
    PubMed 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Philipson, I. (1985). Gender and narcissism. Psychology of Women Quarterly, 9, 213–228.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Raskin, R., & Hall, C. (1979). A Narcissistic Personality Inventory. Psychological Reports, 45, 590.
PubMed 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Raskin, R., & Novacek, J. (1989). An MMPI description of the narcissistic personality. Journal of Personality, 53, 66–80.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Raskin, R., Novacek, J., & Hogan, R. (1991). Narcissism, self-esteem, and defensive self-enhancement. Journal of Personality, 59, 19–38.
Article 
    PubMed 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Raskin, R., & Terry, H. (1988). A principal-components analysis of the Narcissistic Personality Inventory and further evidence of its construct validity. Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, 54, 890–902.
Article 
    PubMed 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Rathvon, N., & Holmstrom, R. W. (1996). An MMPI-2 portrait of narcissism. Journal of Personality Assessment, 66, 1–19.
Article 
    PubMed 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Rhodewalt, F., Madrian, J. C., & Cheney, S. (1998). Narcissism, self-knowledge organization, and emotional reactivity: The effect of daily experiences on self-esteem and affect. Personality and Social Psychology Bulletin, 24, 75–87.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Rhodewalt, F., & Morf, C. C. (1995). Self and interpersonal correlates of the Narcissistic Personality Inventory: a review and new findings. Journal of Research in Personality, 29, 1–23.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Rhodewalt, F., & Sorrow, D. L. (2003). Interpersonal self-regulation: lessons from the study of narcissism. In M. R. Leary, & J. P. Tangney (Eds.) Handbook of self and identity (pp. 519–535). New York: Guilford.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Richman, J. A., & Flaherty, J. A. (1990). Gender differences in narcissistic styles. In E. M. Plakun (Ed.) New perspectives on narcissism (pp. 73–100). Washington, DC: American Psychiatric Association.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Rose, P. (2002). The happy and unhappy faces of narcissism. Personality and Individual Differences, 33, 379–391.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Ruiz, J. M., Smith, T. W., & Rhodewalt, F. (2001). Distinguishing narcissism and hostility: Similarities and differences in interpersonal circumplex and five-factor correlates. Journal of Personality Assessment, 76, 537–555.
Article 
    PubMed 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Ryan, K. M., Frieze, I. H., & Sinclair, H. C. (1999). Physical violence in dating relationships. In M. A. Paludi (Ed.) The psychology of sexual victimization: a handbook. Westport, CT: Greenwood.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Schwartz, M. D., & DeKeseredy, W. S. (1997). Sexual assault on the college campus: the role of male peer support. Thousand Oaks: Sage.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Simmons, C. A., Lehmann, P., Cobb, N., & Fowler, C. R. (2005). Personality profiles of women and men arrested for domestic violence: An analysis of similarities and differences. Journal of Offender Rehabilitation, 41, 63–81.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Steiger, J. H. (1980). Tests for comparing elements of a correlation matrix. Psychological Bulletin, 87, 245–251.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Straus, M. A. (1979). Measuring intrafamily conflict and violence: the conflict tactics (CT) scale. Journal of Marriage and the Family, 41, 75–88.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Straus, M. A., Hamby, S. L., Boney-McCoy, , & Sugarman, D. B. (1996). The revised conflict tactics scales (CTS2). Journal of Family Issues, 17, 283–316.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Sturman, T. S. (2000). The motivational foundations and behavioral expression of three narcissistic styles. Social Behavior and Personality, 28, 393–408.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Sugarman, D. B., & Hotaling, G. T. (1989). Dating violence: prevalence, context, and risk markers. In M. A. Pirog-Good, & J. E. Stets (Eds.) Violence in dating relationships: emerging social issues (pp. 3–32). New York: Praeger.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Tschanz, B. T., Morf, C. C., & Turner, C. W. (1998). Gender differences in the structure of narcissism: a multi-sample analysis of the Narcissistic Personality Inventory. Sex Roles, 38, 863–870.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Twenge, J. M., & Campbell, W. K. (2003). Isn’t it fun to get the respect that we’re going to deserve? Narcissism, social rejection, and aggression. Personality and Social Psychology Bulletin, 29, 261–272.
Article 
    PubMed 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Vazire, S., & Funder, D. C. (2006). Impulsivity and the self-defeating behavior of narcissists. Personality and Social Psychology Review, 10, 154–165.
Article 
    PubMed 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Warshaw, R. (1988). I never called it rape. New York: Harper Perennial.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Watson, P. J., Grisham, S. O., Trotter, M. V., & Biderman, M. D. (1984). Narcissism and empathy: validity evidence for the Narcissistic Personality Inventory. Journal of Personality Assessment, 48, 301–305.
Article 
    PubMed 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Watson, P. J., Little, T., Sawrie, S., & Biderman, M. D. (1992). Measures of the narcissistic personality: complexity of relationship with self-esteem and empathy. Journal of Personality Disorders, 6, 434–449.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Watson, P. J., McKinney, J., Hawkins, C., & Morris, R. J. (1988). Assertiveness and narcissism. Psychotherapy, 25, 125–130.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Watson, P. J., Taylor, D., & Morris, R. J. (1987). Narcissism, sex roles, and self-functioning. Sex Roles, 16, 335–350.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	White, J. W., & Koss, M. P. (1993). Adolescent sexual aggression within heterosexual relationships: prevalence, characteristics, and causes. In H. E. Barbaree, W. L. Marshall, & S. M. Hudson (Eds.) The juvenile sex offender (pp. 182–202). New York: Guilford.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Wiehe, V. R., & Richards, A. L. (1995). Intimate betrayal: understanding and responding to the trauma of acquaintance rape. Thousand Oaks: Sage.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Wink, P. (1991). Two faces of narcissism. Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, 61, 590–597.
Article 
    PubMed 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Wright, F., O’Leary, J., & Balkin, J. (1989). Shame, guilt, narcissism, and depression: correlates and sex differences. Psychoanalytic Psychology, 6, 217–230.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Wryobeck, J. M., & Wiederman, M. W. (1999). Sexual narcissism: measurement and correlates among college men. Journal of Sex and Marriage Therapy, 25, 321–331.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Zeigler-Hill, V. (2006). Discrepancies between implicit and explicit self-esteem: implications for narcissism and self-esteem instability. Journal of Personality, 74, 119–144.
Article 
    PubMed 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                


Download references




Acknowledgement
The current study was supported by a Professional Development Grant from Lycoming College. Many thanks to Catherine Golden for running the study. Earlier analyses of the data from this study were reported as part of the symposium on The Association between Narcissism and Aggression in Dating Couples at the 29th Annual Association of Women in Psychology, February 27, 2004, Philadelphia, PA, USA.


Author information
Authors and Affiliations
	Department of Psychology, Lycoming College, Williamsport, PA, 17701, USA
Kathryn M. Ryan

	Department of Psychology, Shippensburg University, Shippensburg, PA, USA
Kim Weikel

	Department of Mathematics, Lycoming College, Williamsport, PA, USA
Gene Sprechini


Authors	Kathryn M. RyanView author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMed Google Scholar



	Kim WeikelView author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMed Google Scholar



	Gene SprechiniView author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMed Google Scholar





Corresponding author
Correspondence to
                Kathryn M. Ryan.


Rights and permissions
Reprints and permissions


About this article
Cite this article
Ryan, K.M., Weikel, K. & Sprechini, G. Gender Differences in Narcissism and Courtship Violence in Dating Couples.
                    Sex Roles 58, 802–813 (2008). https://doi.org/10.1007/s11199-008-9403-9
Download citation
	Received: 17 August 2007

	Accepted: 07 February 2008

	Published: 04 March 2008

	Issue Date: June 2008

	DOI: https://doi.org/10.1007/s11199-008-9403-9


Share this article
Anyone you share the following link with will be able to read this content:
Get shareable linkSorry, a shareable link is not currently available for this article.


Copy to clipboard

                            Provided by the Springer Nature SharedIt content-sharing initiative
                        


Keywords
	Narcissism
	Courtship violence
	Sexual aggression








                    
                

            

            
                
                    

                    
                        
                            
    

                        

                    

                    
                        
                    


                    
                        
                            
                                
                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        Access this article


                                        
                                            
                                                
                                                    
                                                        Log in via an institution
                                                        
                                                            
                                                        
                                                    
                                                

                                            
                                        

                                        
                                            
 
 
  
   
    
     
     
      Buy article PDF USD 39.95
     

    

    Price excludes VAT (USA)

     Tax calculation will be finalised during checkout.

    Instant access to the full article PDF.

   

  

  
 

 
  
   
    Rent this article via DeepDyve
     
      
     

   

  

  
 


                                        

                                        
                                            Institutional subscriptions
                                                
                                                    
                                                
                                            

                                        

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                                
    
        Advertisement

        
        

    






                            

                            

                            

                        

                    

                
            

        

    
    
    


    
        
            Search

            
                
                    
                        Search by keyword or author
                        
                            
                            
                                
                                    
                                
                                Search
                            
                        

                    

                
            

        

    



    
        Navigation

        	
                    
                        Find a journal
                    
                
	
                    
                        Publish with us
                    
                
	
                    
                        Track your research
                    
                


    


    
	
		
			
			
	
		
			
			
				Discover content

					Journals A-Z
	Books A-Z


			

			
			
				Publish with us

					Publish your research
	Open access publishing


			

			
			
				Products and services

					Our products
	Librarians
	Societies
	Partners and advertisers


			

			
			
				Our imprints

					Springer
	Nature Portfolio
	BMC
	Palgrave Macmillan
	Apress


			

			
		

	



		
		
		
	
		
				
						
						
							Your privacy choices/Manage cookies
						
					
	
						
							Your US state privacy rights
						
						
					
	
						
							Accessibility statement
						
						
					
	
						
							Terms and conditions
						
						
					
	
						
							Privacy policy
						
						
					
	
						
							Help and support
						
						
					


		
	
	
		
			
				
					
					3.236.224.210
				

				Not affiliated

			

		
	
	
		
			[image: Springer Nature]
		
	
	© 2024 Springer Nature




	






    