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                    Abstract
Tenure provides a permanent position to faculty in higher education institutions. In North America, it is granted to those who have established a record of excellence in research, teaching and services in a limited period. However, in China, research excellence (represented by the number of Web of Science publications) is highly weighted in the tenure assessment compared to excellence in teaching and services, but this has never been systematically investigated. By analyzing the tenure assessment documents from Chinese Universities, this study reveals the role of Web of Science publications in China’s tenure system and presents the landscape of the tenure assessment process in Chinese higher education institutions.
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                    Notes
	In this study, China refers to mainland China, which is the geopolitical area under the direct jurisdiction of the People's Republic of China, excluding Hong Kong and Macau.


	Double World-Class is a Chinese national research program to comprehensively develop a group of elite Chinese universities and individual university departments into world-class universities and disciplines by the end of 2050. (See http://www.gov.cn/zhengce/content/2015-11/05/content_10269.htm).
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