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                    Abstract
This article seeks to examine and elucidate researcher-participant gift exchanges in the field, a topic given little attention in the relevant literature. The effects and implications of gift exchange on social research are analyzed. In one case, gift-giving in the field is perceived as a violation of the interviewer–interviewee context, while in the other, it is found to reflect asymmetry and mutual dependence between researchers and participants. The article addresses issues and concerns evolving from gift exchanges in the field, including attempts at balancing reciprocal relations, the implication of gift-giving on the establishment of research context, and on researcher-participant relations in the field.
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	Canon (1992) describes the difficulties of ending her fieldwork and leaving her informants—women suffering from cancer. She felt she could not and did not want to walk away from them. While Canon terminated the fieldwork itself, she could not disengage emotionally from the women whose lives she had touched.


	As in this study, the informants are usually “natives” or “the laboring classes.” “Studying up”—researching those more “powerful” than the researcher—is a rare and underrepresented type of field research (DeVault 1999, p. 187).


	Anthropologists may be perceived as an accessible source of medication and money, serving, at times, as advocates of their informants. Alternatively, providing the desired resources to the hosts may threaten fieldwork (Mccurdy 1976; Lyman 1993; Adler 1987 in Emerson and Pollner 2001). Mccurdy (1976 in Emerson and Pollner 2001) describes how villagers’ constant requests for medication interfered with his fieldwork and assessment of tribal life and impinged on his ability to conduct the observations he intended.


	Cliggett (1995) maintains that the small gifts the Zambian urban emigrant brings his relatives in the village constitute an act of recognition, linking donor and recipient in a social framework laden with obligations and significance. For donor and recipient alike, the gifts, irrespective of market value, serve as a strategy for forming pacts or alliances and a means of nurturing relations.


	Cooper (1995), who studied women’s handicrafts given as wedding gifts in Niger, found that the wedding gifts express the dimensions of the social networks to which the bride and her family belong. The wedding gifts designate the bride as worthy and recognize her social personhood, generating not only material wealth but also an asset of far greater importance, namely social capital.


	Despite similarity in culture and language to other Palestinians in Israel, the country’s 100,000 Druzes practice a different, unique and secret religion. The community, which resides in the high mountains of northern Israel, maintains especially cordial relations with the Jewish population even though it suffers from deprivation and discrimination. The Druze, who constitute a close-knit society, still hold most of the land they held before the establishment of the State of Israel. They live in large stone houses and generally maintain a socioeconomically middle-class standard of living.


	“Bedouin” is a general term that includes all nomadic tribes of Arab ancestry in the Middle East and North Africa. It is derived from the Arabic badia (desert), alluding not only to a specific lifestyle but also to social status, social organization and a value system that differentiates Bedouins from city dwellers and fallahin (agrarian folk). The Negev Bedouin community comprises numerous tribes whose people earn their livelihoods from agriculture and livestock raising (sheep, goats and camels). At present, the community numbers approximately 120,000 persons, of whom 40% reside in villages and cities and the remaining 60% in localities with no official recognition.


	The study (Popper-Giveon 2007) also included interviews with traditional women healers residing in mixed Jewish-Arab cities in central Israel and in Bedouin localities in the Negev, but the findings concerning them were not taken into account in the present study.


	Real time descriptions thus preserve incomplete, different or even inaccurate (see Emerson and Pollner 2001) interpretations that ultimately come to be discarded, even though they provide guidance and meaning at earlier moments. Ethnographers who examine writing typical of field notes find it strongly descriptive, with only a minimum of explicit theorizing and interpretation. For the most part, the notes constitute a running description of events, people and conversations heard and overheard (Lofland and Lofland 1995, p. 93) and include only first impressions.


	Clifford (1997) treats fieldwork as an activity initiated and controlled by ethnographers, referring to actions and findings originating in ethnographers and under their control. In actual encounters with the hosts, however, the ethnographer generally lacks unilateral power, so that relationships and negations are rebuilt constantly.


	Would similar gifts have been given by men to men? Gender differences in gift-giving, a research topic beyond the scope of the present study, were addressed by Werbner (1990).


	It is interesting that the gifts that each of us brought were not necessarily of a Jewish/Israeli nature, perhaps because such symbols of national identity are still in formation in Israel and perhaps because we, as researchers, consciously or not, preferred transmitting on the common gender wavelength rather than the differentiating national one.
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