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To the Editor,

I want to congratulate Mason et al. [1] for their study. They
investigated whether change in neutrophil-lymphocyte ratio
(NLR) during focal radiotherapy and concomitant temozolo-
mide (RT-TMZ) provides further prognostic information in
glioblastoma. They reported that a decrease in NLR during
RT-TMZ is an independent prognostic factor for survival in
GBM. One of the variables that may affect the NLR is dexa-
methasone use in the treatment period. Although authors
gave information about the median baseline dexamethasone
and median time weighted mean dexamethasone doses, they
did not describe number of the patients with GBM who
did not receive dexamethasone during concurrent chemo-
radiotherapy period. Dexamethasone is known to produce
a neutrophilia with suppression of neutrophil apoptosis [2].
Therefore, It is hypothesized that dexamethasone may affect
NLR ratio. Taken all together, prognostic effect of NLR in
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patients who did not receive dexamethasone during focal
RT-TMZ period may be evaluated separately.
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