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                    Abstract
Glucagon-like peptide-1 (GLP-1), a gut incretin hormone secreted from L cells, and a GLP-1 receptor agonist, exendin-4 (Ex-4) has been shown to be cardioprotective and could exert beneficial effects through its anti-inflammatory property. However, the mechanism remains unclear. The purpose of this study was to investigate whether Ex-4 could ameliorate myocardial cell injury by inhibiting high mobility group box 1 (HMGB1) expression under high glucose condition. Neonatal rat ventricular myocytes were prepared and then cultured with high glucose and different concentration of Ex-4. Lactate dehydrogenase (LDH), creatine kinase (CK), tumor necrosis factor-α (TNF-α) and interleukin-1β (IL-1β), malondialdehyde (MDA) and superoxide dismutase (SOD) were measured. HMGB1 expression was assessed by western blotting. Ex-4 significantly inhibited the increase in LDH, CK, TNF-α, IL-1β and MDA levels induced by high glucose, especially at the 1 and 10 nM concentrations as well as suppressed the decrease in SOD level. Meanwhile, HMGB1 expression was markedly increased after 12 h of hyperglycaemia (P < 0.05), which was significantly inhibited by Ex-4, especially at the 1 and 10 nM concentrations (P < 0.05). The present study suggested that Ex-4 could reduce high glucose-induced cardiocytes injury, which may be associated with the inhibition of HMGB1 expression.
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