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                    Abstract
LNX protein is the first described PDZ domain-containing member of the RING finger-type E3 ubiquitin ligase family. Studies have approved that LNX could participate in signal transduction, such as Notch pathway, and play an important role in tumorigenesis. In this study, we found that down-regulation of LNX resulted in G0/G1 cell cycle arrest in G0/G1 phase in HEK293 cells. To explore the molecular mechanism of this phenomenon, we employed expression microarray to comparatively analyze the genome-wide expression between the LNX-knockdown cells and the normal cells. We also used quantitative real-time PCR to further confirm the differential expression patterns of 25 transcripts involved in cell cycle. Combined with known information about genic functions, signal pathways and cell cycle machinery, we analyzed the role of endogenous LNX in cell cycle. The results suggest that down-regulation of LNX could result in cell cycle arrest in G0/G1 phase through inhibition of β-catenin, MAPK, NFκB, c-Myc-dependent pathway and activation of p53, TGF-β-dependent pathway. This study provides new perspectives on LNX’s pleiotropic activities, especially its essential role in cell proliferation and cell cycle.
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