
J Youth Adolescence (2017) 46:2500–2501
DOI 10.1007/s10964-017-0751-z

EDITORIAL

Emerging Scholar Best Article Award, 2017

Roger J. R. Levesque1

Received: 9 September 2017 / Accepted: 12 September 2017 / Published online: 22 September 2017
© Springer Science+Business Media, LLC 2017

The editors of the Journal of Youth and Adolescence are
very pleased to announce the 2017 recipient of its Emerging
Scholar Best Article Award. This award goes to the article’s
lead author, who must be an “emerging scholar” (i.e., an
untenured researcher, such as a graduate student, post-
doctoral scholar, research scientist, or assistant professor).
The recipient of the award is selected by a random group of
editorial board members who evaluate a volume’s manu-
scripts on the basis of their innovative and substantive
contributions to the empirical understanding of adolescence.
In addition to receiving the recognition from colleagues, the
winner receives a financial award generously provided by
Springer, the journal’s publisher.

The 2017 winner is Chia-chen Yang, for her article
entitled “Online self-presentation on Facebook and self
development during the college transition,” which was co-
authored with Bradford Brown (Yang and Brown, 2016).
Their study focused on youth’s self-presentation as they
transition to a residential college and adjust to their new
environment. The authors found that students become less
guarded in their self-presentation after they spend some
time in the university. Although becoming less guarded
may be seen as problematic, it turns out that revealing
diverse and deep aspects of one’s life, and doing so while
remaining positive and authentic, invites supportive feed-
back, which associates with self-esteem. That feedback may
explain why, in the long run, students’ self-esteem receives
a boost when they think carefully about their online

self-presentations. Yang and Brown’s line of research
reveals the importance of social networking sites in easing
significant developmental transitions as they allow youth to
claim a sense of identity through social connections.

The journal’s editors view receiving the award as a
considerably distinctive accomplishment. The journal pub-
lishes 12 issues per year, each typically containing about 16
manuscripts. In addition, it is notable that, every year, more
and more first authors no longer are emerging scholars. This
means that there fewer emerging scholars qualify to be
considered. These shifts in authorship may be seen as
reducing the competitiveness of the award. However, these
developments actually make the process even more com-
petitive for emerging scholars, as they have increased
competition to get published in the journal in the first place.
In fact, the majority of submissions (from emerging scholars
and others alike) now are “desk rejected”.

The selection process resulted in a pool of very
impressive articles. This is similar to prior years (see Lev-
esque 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015a, 2016a). Unlike prior
years, however, there appears to be much less variation in
the range of topics that emerged. In fact, all of the articles
selected from each journal issue are notable for their focus
on relationships and their influence on development. Some
focus on youth’s social experiences in different social ser-
vice systems (Baglivio et al 2016) and the nature of school
environments (Bottiani et al. 2016; Poteat et al. 2016;
Tanner-Smith and Fisher 2016). Others examined devel-
opmental influences of peers (Greischel et al. 2016),
romantic partners (Boisvert and Poulin 2016), the media
(McLean et al. 2016) and parents (Hannigan et al. 2016;
Korelitz and Garber (2016) as well as perceptions of being
alone (Maes et al 2016) and of being involved in unwanted
relationships (Festl and Quandt, 2016). Focusing on the
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general topics of the manuscripts, however, misses one of
their most important features. The studies are marked by
increasing complexity, particularly in the number of factors
that they address to help ensure robustness and replicability
(see Levesque, 2015b, 2016b).

On behalf of the journal’s editorial board, I would like to
congratulate Professor Chia-chen Yang and her colleague,
Professor Bradford Brown. Their recognition comes at a
remarkable time in the growth of our journal and field.
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