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Dr. Robert L. Kay, 1924–2018

Dr. Robert L. Kay, the founding editor and sole editor of Journal of Solution Chemistry 
from 1972 through June 2003, passed away on 27 June 2018 at the age of 93. Bob Kay was 
born In Hamilton, Ontario (Canada), received his B.A. in Chemistry from St. Michael’s 
College in Toronto and his M.A. and Ph.D. (in 1952), also in Chemistry, from University 
of Toronto.
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From 1952 to 1956 Bob Kay was a Postdoctoral Fellow and then Research Assistant 
at the Rockefeller Institute for Medical Research and from 1956 to 1963 was an Assistant 
Professor at Brown University in Province, Rhode Island. In 1963 he moved to the Mellon 
Institute of Industrial Research in Pittsburgh as a Senior Fellow, and in 1967, when the 
Mellon Institute of Industrial Research merged with Carnegie Institute of Technology to 
become Carnegie Mellon University, he was appointed Professor of Chemistry. He spent 
the rest of his professional career at Carnegie Mellon University, except for 1983 when he 
was a Visiting Professor at University of Regensberg, Germany. He was head of the Chem-
istry Department at Carnegie Mellon University from 1974 to 1983, and retired in 1990. 
In addition to mentoring his own numerous graduate students and postdoctoral students at 
Carnegie Mellon University, he co-mentored four Ph.D. students at the University of Pitts-
burgh. He was also very active with conferences on solution chemistry, in particular the 
IUPAC conferences on non-aqueous solutions and solute–solvent interactions.

The research of Bob Kay and his students is well known in the field of solution chem-
istry, especially in the areas of transport properties in both single and mixed solvents and 
dielectric constant measurements, e.g. Refs. [1–13].
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