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Dear Colleagues:
As we get closer to the end of 2023, and given that, effec-
tive August 1, our journal switched to Open Access without 
changing the peer review process for submitted papers, I 
would like to provide some clarifications with respect to 
publication fees and charges.

To begin with, authors of all papers accepted after August 
1, 2023, and submitted to the journal before August 1, 2023, 
will receive instructions on how to obtain a waiver. Thus, 
if you submitted a paper before August 1, and your paper 
was / has been accepted, please do read these instructions 
carefully.

Relevant information for papers submitted after August 
1, 2023, may be found at:

 i. https:// www. sprin ger. com/ journ al/ 10846/ updat es/ 
25857 248

 ii. https:// www. sprin gerna ture. com/ gp/ open- resea rch/ 
oa- agree ments

Note that many colleges, universities, and institutions 
worldwide, fall under fully open access agreements or 
transformative agreements. However, authors who do 

not fall under any of the previous two agreements and 
do wish to publish in our journal may request help to 
obtain funding or APC waiver. More information and 
specific details may be found at https:// www. sprin gerna 
ture. com/ gp/ open- resea rch/ polic ies/ journ al- polic ies/ apc- 
waiver- count ries.

We are here to serve you, review and publish your con-
tributions. Do not hesitate to contact me if you have any 
questions or need clarifications. I work very closely with 
our Executive Editor, Ms. Nathalie Jacobs, and if I cannot 
answer your questions, she certainly will!

In the meantime, enjoy the issue.

Kimon P. Valavanis
Editor-in-Chief

Publisher's Note Springer Nature remains neutral with regard to 
jurisdictional claims in published maps and institutional affiliations.
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