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Dear Colleagues,

I wish you a Happy New Year, full of health, happiness, prosperity, success, and may
all your wishes become reality.

I take this opportunity to thank all the past, currently serving and joining members
of the Editorial Board for what they have done, for what they are doing and for what
they will do to help improve JINT. I express my most sincere gratitude to the Springer
team (Nathalie, Anneke, Gabriela, Joey and now Marie Beth) for ‘keeping up’ with
us, and to Dina for keeping me ‘under control’.

We start this New Year with high hopes and with new initiatives. As a start, and
for the first time, the whole Editorial Board members and our photos are included in
this Volume.

From now on we will publish 16 issues per year, one Volume every quarter,
with issues 3 and 4 in each Volume being double issues, thus we will still have 12
printings per year. The overwhelming number of submitted papers and all other
related activities are forcing us to respond to our readers and accommodate them in
the best possible way. In parallel, we will have the flexibility to publish special issues
every year! We still aim at publishing the best papers, we are still very selective, we
will continue to thrive for excellence.

JINT is improving. This has been the third year in a row where our impact factor is
higher than the year before. Even though I have heard arguments that impact factors

K. P. Valavanis (B)
Journal of Intelligent and Robotic Systems,
Department of Electrical and Computer Engineering,
School of Engineering and Computer Science,
University of Denver, Denver, CO 80208, USA
e-mail: kvalavan@du.edu



2 J Intell Robot Syst (2010) 57:1–7

may not reflect reality at all times, I take it as a sign of finding our place under the sun.
Somehow, I believe that in the next few years we will have the respect we certainly
deserve. We should keep up the good work and work even harder.

The issue at hand is a special issue on Unmanned Aircraft Systems. It includes
peer reviewed extended and enhanced versions of papers accepted and presented at
the 2nd International Symposium on UAVs, which took place in Reno, NV, in June
of 2009. The list of papers is included. The areas covered by the papers are:

UAS Modeling, Control and Identification
UAS Navigation, Path Planning and Tracking
UAS Vision and Vision-Based Systems
Landing and Forced Landing
Simulation Platforms and Testbeds
UAS Applications

I hope you enjoy the issue.

Kimon P. Valavanis
Editor-in-Chief
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