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Continuing a decade-long trend, Journal submissions have
increased steadily, year by year, from 740 in 2007 to 1,147
in 2019. Of the papers received by JADD last year, 462 were
ultimately accepted — almost invariably following at least
one revision. The associate editors and I were pleased to
see the growth of scholarship on autism around the world,;
this past year authors from 73 countries submitted to the
Journal. The downside of the increased number of submis-
sions is that our standards are necessarily going to become
stringent. With the increased number of submissions we are
increasingly aware of the problem of ‘reviewer fatigue,” and
the associate editors and I are increasingly going to either
reject papers without review or redirect them to a different
Journal. Review articles are now routinely redirected to our
companion Journal, Review Journal of Autism and Devel-
opmental Disorders, or elsewhere.

As in the past we strive to make the review process as effi-
cient as possible. Once a paper has cleared the initial internal
review for adherence to journal style, the average time from
first submission to initial decision is just over 6 weeks. This
reflects the diligence of the journal office in helping insure
papers are ready for review and the responsiveness of our
reviewers. Occasionally a paper on a complex or highly
focused topic can require a lengthier review time; in these
cases, the Journal appreciates authors’ patience in awaiting
feedback.

It is important for authors to remember that once a
paper has been accepted the pace of electronic publica-
tion (complete with a doi) is very rapid so it becomes even
more important that submissions be in final form without
error when they go out to review. The JADD office staff
checks for some basic things like format before papers
come to me for assignment but they cannot detect errors
of scholarship — hopefully (but not always) these are noted
in review. In about one-third of cases, authors are asked
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to make formatting corrections before they come to peer
review. We also remind authors that duplicate publication
is not allowed and authors certify this to us as part of the
submission process along with ethical research conduct and
so forth. Springer Nature is a member of COPE, the Com-
mittee on Publication Ethics, and the COPE guidelines are
followed for all research integrity issues that come up in
relation to JADD articles both under review and published.

The Journal continues to expand its editorial board and
add Associate Editors as members rotate off. The Journal
would like to extend a warm welcome to our newest Asso-
ciate Editors: Cara Pugliese, Ph.D. and Shefali Spurling
Jeste, M.D. We bid a fond farewell to the following board
members: Nick Chown, Independent Researcher, Annilies de
Bildt, Ph.D., Iliana Magiati, Ph.D., D.Clin.Psy., Nancy Min-
shew, M.D., Laura Morett, Ph.D., Matthew Mosconi, Ph.D.,

Deborah Riby, Ph.D., Susan White, Ph.D. Each has gen-
erously and diligently supported the Journal’s mission.

The Journal is deeply grateful for the continued dedica-
tion of the remaining Associate Editors: Alice S. Carter,
Ph.D., Craig A. Erickson, M.D., Carla Mazefsky, Ph.D.,
Christopher J. McDougle, M.D., James C. McPartland,
Ph.D., Patricia A. Prelock, Ph.D., Brian Reichow, Ph.D.,
Hanna Stevens, M.D., Ph.D., Gerrit Ian Van Schalkwyk,
M.D., Giacomo Vivanti, Ph.D., and Marc Woodbury-Smith,
PhD, MRCPsych.

We welcome new editorial board members including
Yusuf Akemoglu, Ph.D., Angelica Marie Astor, Ph.D., Erinn
Nell Barry, M. A., Mark Brosnan, Ph.D., Alastir Craig Clark-
son, MSc, Daniel Dunleavy, MSW, Ph.D., Rebecca Elias,
Ph.D., Erin Kang, M.A., Mr. Kenneth Larsen, Rachel Loftin,
Ph.D., Michael J. Morrier, Ph.D., BCBA-D, and Luigi Maz-
zone, M.D., Anders Nordahl-Hansen, Ph.D., Justin Row-
berry, M.D., Jennifer Lawson Stapel-Wax, PsyD, and Rutger
Jan van der Gaag, M.D., Ph.D.

The associate editors, office staff and I also extend
our very best wishes and many thanks to Judy Jones and
Michelle Tam for all their hard work and support over the
years and we welcome Jennifer Hadley as Senior Editor and
Paola Yuli as Editorial Assistant.
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We continue to encourage authors to use the option of
online publication of supplementary material as “Extra Sup-
plementary Material” (ESM). As noted in previous editori-
als, JADD typically does not accept review papers, which
are typically referred to Springer’s companion journal, the
Review Journal of Autism and Developmental Disorders;
however, the Journal continues to be interested in meta-
analyses. In addition, JADD accepts case report submissions
only in the form of letters to the editor; case studies may be
submitted as standard “original research” papers.

The Journal continues to encourage, when possible, the
grouping of papers on related topics in special issues/sec-
tions. We currently have three of these now in preparation
— one on early detection, another on suicidality and self-
harm, and one looking at progress in autism work in a range
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of areas 40 years after the publication of DSM-III. Con-
sistent with Journal policy, all papers submitted to special
sections/issues are subject to the standard double-blinded
peer-review process as other papers.

In the Journal office, Lori Klein, Editorial Manager, and
Monica Mleczek, Editorial Assistant, work diligently to
ensure that every submission conforms to JADD standards
before it enters peer review, thereby streamlining the process
for the Editor and Associate Editors.

Listed in the following section are the names of the indi-
viduals who have contributed one or more reviews to the
Journal this year. Although far from perfect, peer review
remains the most effective way for the field to ensure the
quality of the scholarly product. JADD thanks these indi-
viduals for their hard work and dedication.

Andrew Adesman Leyla Akoury Dirani
Ingela aahslund Noga Adler-Jacob Selin Aktan Guloksuz
Mohammad Hadi Aarabi Ralph Adolphs Nebal Al Anbar
Heidi Abadeh Francisca aerts Mohammad Aladawi
Véronique Abadie Saskia Aerts Michele Alaniz
Kanakalatha Abbagani J’Anne Affeld Erna Alant
Leonard Abbeduto Eileen Africa Omar Alawajee
Kirsten Abbot-Smith Soheil Afshar Laila AL-Ayadhi
Hadeer Abd El-Khalik Bahareh Afsharnejad Rachel Albone-Bushnell
Morsi Abdallah Alireza Aghaz Lilia Albores-Gallo
Sarah Abdallah John Agnew Matthew Albrecht
Nabila Abdelmeguid Sandra Maria Herondina Coelho  Jose Alcantara
Maha Abdelmohsen Aguiar José Ignacio Alcantara
Emily Abel Nadia Aguillon-Hernandez Alyssa Alcorn
Kathryn Abel Belhadj Ahlem Megan Alder
Nadia Abouzeid Noelle Ahlert Ben Alderson-Day
Gregory Abowd Ahmad Ahmadi Catherine Aldred
Mark Abrams Alex Ahmed Fiona Aldridge
Michael Absoud Asif Ahmed Anhaar Al-Enezi
Amina Abubakar Deka Ahmed Michael Alessandri
Sana Abu-Dahab Shaf Ahmed Silvia Alessi-Severini
Kamal Abulebda Si-Nae Ahn Abigail Alexander
Amy Accardo Ingela Ahslund Lisa Alexander
Pasquale Accardo Banu Ahtam Basmah Alfageh
Louise Acker Deepti Ahuja Omar Al-Farsi
Maria Acosta Yog Ahuja Yahya Al-Farsi
Catherine Adams Kenneth Aitken Eglal Ali
Daniel Adams Alice Ajanga Shaimaa Al-Kandari
Dawn Adams Zahra Akbari Bayatiani Jamal Alkhateeb
Denise Adams Ekrem Akbug Clare Allely
Kenneth Adams Murat Akcakaya David Allen
Lynn Adams Hironori Akechi Greg Allen
Nena Adams Burcu Semin Akel Harriet Allen
Sherri Adams Yusuf Akemoglu Melissa Allen
Lucy Adamson Jessica Akers

@ Springer



Journal of Autism and Developmental Disorders (2020) 50:2255-2279

2257

Micah Allen
Richard Allen
Sarah Allen
Hiie Allik
Carrie Allison
Tracy Alloway
Watfa AL-Mamari
Sarah al-mazidi
Joana Almeida
Telma Almeida
Fahad Alnemary
Faisal Alnemary
Hanna Alonim
Ragea Alqgahtani
Norah Alrusayni
Ali Alsaad
Rehab Alsaedi
Ayten Alsaffar

AHMAD AL-SAGARAT

Majd Al-Soleiti
Mohammad Altamimi
Mareike Altgassen
Matthew Altiere
Eric Altschuler
Gianpaolo Alvari
Charlotte Alverson
Ashwaq Alzamel
Nouf Alzrayer
MICHAEL AMAN
Lais Amaral

Fiona Ambery

Ben Ambridge
Katarina Ament
Catherine Ames
Lorene Amet

Sanjiv Amin

F. Amirabdollahian
Leticia Amorim

R. Amoss

Miguel Ampuero
Alok Amraotkar
Dima Amso
Evdokia Anagnostou
Lata Ananthan
Emily Anderberg
Allan Andersen

Per Normann Andersen
Anastasia Anderson
Angelika Anderson
Connie Anderson
David Anderson
George Anderson
Karyn Kai Anderson

Lori Anderson
Sophie Anderson
Gunilla Andersson
Clara Andrés-Roqueta
Karen Ang
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Jodie Armstrong
Rebecca Armstrong
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Samuel Arnold
TAIBA AROOJ
Manish Arora
Narendra Arora
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Kosuke Asada
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Jill Ashburner
Manzar Ashtari
Chris Ashwin

Karen Ashwood

Paul Ashwood
Sorayya Askari
Kathleen Aspiranti
Michal Assaf

Susan G. Assouline
Gray Atherton
Anthony Atkinson
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Tony Attwood

Adham Atyabi
Rachel Hoi Yan Au
Terry Au

Benoite Aubé
Melinda Jones Ault
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Elizabeth Austin
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Bonnie Auyeung
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Michal Avrech Bar
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Izza Ayub

Alvi Azad

Amy Azano

Nadia Azar

Samy Azer
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Aley Babb
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Christian Bachmann
Elisa Back

Michelle Backley
Elizabeth Bacon
Andrzej Baczkowski
Johanna Badcock
Stephanie Bader
Young Seh Bae
Diana Baekey
Carolina Baeza-Velasco
Amaria BAGHDADLI
Christopher Baglio
Daniel Bagner
Deena Bahadur

Eva Baharav
Fatimah Bahrami
Jeremy Bailenson
Anthony Bailey
Benjamin Bailey
Donald Bailey
Sacha Bailey

Gillian Baird
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Amy Burns Teresa Cardon Mary Chambers

Claire Burns Claudia Cardoso-Martins Thierry Chaminade

Jan Burns Sarah Carlon Agnes Chan

Teresa Burrell Derek Carlson John Chan

Catherine Burrows
David Burt

Jenny Burton

Simon Bury
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Merlin G. Butler
David Buttelmann
Eric Butter
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