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For the last several years, the number of papers submitted

to the Journal has continued to increase steadily. During

2012, about 770 papers were submitted; during 2013, the

final number of submissions is projected to be approxi-

mately 840. Both the staff in the Journal office and the

Associate Editors and I work diligently to ensure the

quality of materials submitted. This often means that

papers are returned to authors for revision to conform to

Journal guidelines before they undergo peer review. As in

the past, we aim for a maximum 2-month time frame in

which to inform authors of a decision. Occasionally, the

initial reviews require a longer lead time, and, sometimes,

the Associate Editors and I reject papers that will clearly

not survive the peer-review process; with the increase in

submission and the potential for ‘‘reviewer fatigue’’, we

likely will do this more frequently in the coming year. The

double blind review process has worked reasonably well,

and it has been a pleasure to see that both the quantity and

quality of submissions have increased.

As the number of submissions increases, the rejection

rate must also climb. Of the papers submitted during 2013,

JADD’s acceptance rate hovers around 22 %. Although

this percentage reflects the increasing stringency of the

review process, the overall submission rate is a testament

to the activity and productivity in the field.

As always, I’m deeply grateful to the Associate Editors:

Tony Charman, PhD; Joshua Diehl, MD; Sandra Harris,

PhD; Christopher McDougle, PhD; Nancy Minshew, MD;

Jeremy M. Veenstra-Vanderweele, MD. Each has gener-

ously and diligently supported the work of the Journal,

even in the face of the growing number of submissions.

Tony has been an Associate Editor for many years and is

now leaving this role. At the same time we welcome two

new Associate Editors—Ann S. Le Couteur, BSc, MBBS,

FRCPsych, FRCPCH of the University of New Castle on

Tyne and James McPartland, PhD here at Yale. We also

acknowledge the hard work of our book editor Brian Rei-

chow, PhD at the University of Connecticut. In the Journal

office Lori Klein and Emily Hau who work diligently to be

sure papers conform to editorial standards even before they

enter the peer review process. We also thank Judy Jones at

Springer and the individuals involved in the production

of the Journal—Garth Haller, Arun Sundar, and

Bhanuprakash Sherla. This year, Springer published the

five-volume Encyclopedia of Autism Spectrum Disorders in

both print and online editions. We hope that this compre-

hensive scholarly reference work—with its thousands of

peer-reviewed entries, including links to the Journal and

other resources in the electronic edition—further serves the

information needs of our readers.

We welcome the following new members to the board:

Michael Alessandri, University of Miami

Nicholas Chown, Sheffield Hallam University

Ira Cohen, NYS Institute for Basic Research in Devel-

opmental Disabilities

Blyth Corbett, Vanderbilt Kennedy Center

Stephen Deutsch, Eastern Virginia Medical School

Craig Erickson, Cincinnati Children’s Hospital Medical

Center

Deborah Fein, University of Connecticut

Michael Fitzgerald, Trinity College

Brooke Ingersoll, Michigan State University

Patricia Jarvis, Illinois State University

Brandon Keehn, Boston’s Children’s Hospital

Robert Koegel, University of California, Santa Barbara
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Justin Leaf, Autism Partnership and Great Strides

Behavioral Consulting

Matthew Lerner, Stony Brook University

Selda Ozdemir, Gazi University

Laura Politte, Massachusett’s General Hospital for

Children

Donald Rojas, University of Colorado, Denver

Matthew Siegel, Tufts University School of Medicine

Denis Sukhodolski, Yale University School of Medicine

Audry Thurm, National Institute of Mental Health

Pamela Ventola, Yale University School of Medicine

Zachary Warren, Vanderbilt Kennedy Center

Julie Wolf, Yale University School of Medicine

We also want to acknowledge the ‘‘top 10’’ reviewers

(i.e., those individuals who provided the greatest number of

comprehensive, thorough, timely reviews) for the Journal

this year: Brian Reichow, Marc Woodbury-Smith, Johnny

Matson, Ernst VanBergeijk, Giacomo Vivanti, Kenneth

Aitken, Elena Grigorenko, Eileen Simon, Donald Oswald,

Tristram Smith.

We list below the names of all individuals who have

contributed one or more reviews to the Journal this year.

Although far from perfect, peer review is the most effective

way we have, as a field, to ensure the quality of our

scholarly product. We thank all these individuals for their

hard work and dedication.
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Esperanza Gómez Durán

Marie Gomot

Iris Gordon

Phil Gorrindo

Doron Gothelf

R. M. Gourdine

Michele Anne Goyette-Ewing

Reiko Graham

William Grant

Kirstin Greaves-Lord

Vanessa Green

Dido Green

Jonathan Green

Shulamite Green

D. J. Greene

Ellen Greimel

Judith Grether

Richard Griffin

Elizabeth Griffith

Elena Grigorenko

Roy Grinker

Yvonne Groen

Wouter Groen

C. R. Gross

Ruth Grossman

Ouriel Grynszpan

Rebecca Grzadzinski

Alessandro Guidotti

Vincent Guinchat

Amanda Gulsrud

Ronny Gunnarsson

How-Ran Guo

Abha Gupta

B. W. Haas

Nouchine Hadjikhani

Geoffrey Hall

Joachim Hallmayer

Antonia Hamilton

Elizabeth Hammock

Benjamin L. Handen

Amy Hansford

Grace hao

Bridgette Hard

Antonio Hardan

Dougal Hare

John W. Harrington

Sandra Harris

Jill Harris

Clare Harrop

Stephanie Hart

Sigan Hartley

Marilyn Hays

Eric Hazen

Mary Hediger

Darren Hedley

Saylor Heidmann

Robert Hendren

Charles henry

Lucy Henry

Sabri Hergüner
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