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For the last several years, the number of papers submitted
to the Journal has continued to increase steadily. During
2012, about 770 papers were submitted. Both the staff in
the Journal office and the Associate Editors and I work
diligently to ensure the quality of materials submitted. This
often means that papers are returned to authors for revision
to conform to Journal guidelines before they undergo peer
review. As in the past, we aim for a two-month time frame
in which to inform authors of a decision. Occasionally, the
initial reviews require a longer lead time, and, sometimes,
the Associate Editors and I reject papers that will clearly
not survive the peer-review process. We hope that these
procedures have simplified the task for reviewers and are
deeply grateful to all those individuals, listed subsequently,
who have reviewed papers for JADD during this past year.

Along with the ever increasing number of submissions,
the rejection rate has also, unfortunately, had to increase.
Of the papers submitted last year, about 25 % were
accepted. Although this percentage reflects the increasing
stringency of the review process, the overall submission
rate is a testament to the activity and productivity in the
field. The Associate Editors and I are cognizant of the fact
that even some very good papers can no longer be accep-
ted. We are working with our colleagues at Springer to
address this matter.

As always, I'm deeply grateful to the Associate Editors:
Tony Charman, Ph.D.; Joshua Diehl, M.D.; Sandra Harris,
Ph.D.; Christopher McDougle, Ph.D.; Nancy Minshew,
M.D.; Jeremy M. Veenstra-Vanderweele, M.D., all of
whom have so generously and diligently supported the
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work of the Journal, even in the face of the growing
number of submissions. I'm also grateful to Lori Klein and
Emily Hau in the Journal office who work closely with
authors to ensure that papers are of high quality—at least in
terms of formatting—even before they enter the peer
review process. We also thank Judy Jones at Springer and
the individuals so involved in production of the Journal—
Garth Haller, David Seidenfeld, Arun Sundar, and Bha-
nuprakash Sherla.

This year, we bid farewell to the following members who
have served on the board: Catherine Barthélémy, University
Hospital of Tours; Craig A. Erickson, Indiana University
School of Medicine, Joaquin Fuentes, GAUTENA and
Policlinica Gipuzkoa, Kimberly Kroeger-Geoppinger, Cin-
cinnati Children’s Hospital Medical Center, Beth Malow,
Vanderbilt University, Kevin Pelphrey, Yale University
School of Medicine, Johannes Rojahn, George Mason Uni-
versity, Eileen Nicole Simon, Bridgewater State Hospital,
and Alison Singer, Autism Science Foundation.

We welcome the following new members to the board:
Kenneth Aitken, Templeton Business Centre, Jill C. Fods-
tad, Louisiana State University, Susan Hyman, University
of Rochester, Deborah Riby, Newcastle University, Diana
Robins, Georgia State University, Matthew Mosconi, Uni-
versity of Texas, David Simmons, University of Glasgow,
Ty Vernon, University of California, Santa Barbara, Johnny
Matson, Louisiana State University, Giacomo Vivanti, La
Trobe University, Brent Vander Wyk, Yale University,
Alexander Westphal, Yale University

We also want to acknowledge the “top 10” reviewers
(i.e., those who provided the greatest number of compre-
hensive, thorough, timely reviews) for the journal this year:
Brian Reichow, Johnny Matson, Marc Woodbury-Smith,
Ernst VanBergeijk, Giacomo Vivanti, Ken Aitken, Alice
Carter, Ira Cohen, Susan Hyman, and Jill Fodstad.
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