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further checks by the Publisher found additional concerns 
with the provided original images. The Editor-in-Chief 
therefore no longer has confidence in the presented data.

Manal Abdul-Hamid has stated on behalf of all co-
authors that none of the authors agree to this retraction.

Publisher’s Note Springer Nature remains neutral with regard to juris-
dictional claims in published maps and institutional affiliations. 
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The Editor-in-Chief has retracted this article. After pub-
lication, concerns were raised regarding the histology 
and electron microscopy images presented in the figures. 
Specifically:

Figure 2d appears to contain some duplicated blue areas;
Figure 3d and f appear to originate from the same sample.
The authors have stated that the images were original and 

provided the raw data to address these concerns. However, 

The online version of the original article can be found at https://doi.
org/10.1007/s10735-020-09930-4.
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