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                    Abstract
Applying grounded theory to 33 expert interviews about the underperformance of higher education in Peru, Chile, Argentina, Uruguay, and Mexico, this study indicated that the historical tradition of autonomy has fostered weak government control, revealing a host of issues common across these countries in their higher education system. This study complicates the overall hegemonic discourse around academic capitalism departing from strictly neoliberal approaches favoring markets and deregulation for global competition. Instead, participants, who are influential leaders in the sector, favor government intervention that protects university autonomy in order to boost the performance of higher education, not for global competition, but for national development.



                    
    


                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                    
                                    
                                        This is a preview of subscription content, log in via an institution
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                     to check access.
                                

                            

                        

                        
                            
                                
                                    Access this article

                                    
                                        
                                            
                                                
                                                    Log in via an institution
                                                    
                                                        
                                                    
                                                
                                            

                                        
                                    
                                    
                                        
 
 
  
   
    
     
     
      Buy article PDF USD 39.95
     

    

    Price excludes VAT (USA)

     Tax calculation will be finalised during checkout.

    Instant access to the full article PDF.

   

  

  
 

 
  
   
    Rent this article via DeepDyve
     
      
     

   

  

  
 


                                    

                                    
                                        Institutional subscriptions
                                            
                                                
                                            
                                        

                                    

                                

                            
                        

                        
                            Fig. 1



                        

                    

                    
                        
                    


                    
                        
                            
                        
                    

                    

                    

                    References
	Altbach, P. G. (2016). Global perspectives on higher education. Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Balán, J. (2006). Reforming higher education in Latin America: policy and practice. Latin American Research Review, 41(2), 228–246.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Bernasconi, A., & Celis, S. (2017). Higher education reforms: Latin America in comparative perspective. Education Policy Analysis Archives, 25(67).

	Brunner, J. J., & Villalobos, C. (Eds.). (2014). Políticas de Educación Superior en Iberoamérica. Ediciones Universidad Diego Portales: Santiago.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Cantwell, B., & Kauppinen, I. (Eds.). (2014). Academic capitalism in the age of globalization. Baltimore, MD: John Hopkins University Press.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	CINDA. (2016). Informe 2016: Educación Superior en Iberoamérica. In Providencia. Santiago: Centro Interuniversitario de Desarrollo.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Ferreyra, M. M., Avitabile, C., Botero Álvarez, J., Haimovich Paz, F., & Urzúa, S. (2017). At a crossroads: higher education in Latin America and the Caribbean. Directions in development. Washington, DC: World Bank.
Book 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	González, G., & Claverie, J. (2017). Planeamiento de la educación superior en Argentina: Entre las políticas de regionalización y los procesos de innovación universitaria (1995-2015). Archivos Analíticos de Políticas Educativas, 25(70).

	Huber, E., & Solt, F. (2004). Successes and failures of neoliberalism. Latin American Research Review, 3, 150–164.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Kaplan, D. (2009). Job creation and labor reform in Latin America. Journal of Comparative Economics, 37(1), 91–10.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Kezar, A. (2004). Obtaining integrity? Reviewing and examining the charter between higher education and society. Review of Higher Education, 27(4), 429–459.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Montes, I., & Mendoza, P. (2018). Docencia e investigación en Colombia desde el capitalismo académico. Archivos Analíticos de Políticas Educativas, 26(13).

	OECD. (2018). Boosting productivity and inclusive growth in Latin America. Paris: Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Pineda, P. (2015). The entrepreneurial research University in Latin America: global and local models in Chile and Colombia, 1950–2015. New York: Palgrave Macmillan.
Book 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Schugurensky, D. (2005). The political economy of higher education in the time of global markets: whither the social responsibility of the university? In R. A. Rhoads (Ed.), University, the state, and the market: the political economy of globalization in the Americas (pp. 301–320). Palo Alto, CA: Stanford University Press.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Stansifer, C. L., & Bozzoli Vargas, M. E. (2010). The University of Kansas and the University of Costa Rica: an extraordinary relationship. San José: Librería UCR.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Strauss, A., & Corbin, J. (1998). Basics of qualitative research: grounded theory procedures and technique (2nd ed.). Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage Publications Inc..

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Universia. (2014). Carta Universia Río 2014. Claves estratégicas y propuestas para las universidades iberoamericanas. Revista Iberoamericana de Educación Superior (RIES), V(14), p. 148–153.

	World Bank. (2018). World development report 2018: learning to realize education’s promise. Washington, DC: World Bank.
Book 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	World Bank. (2020). Global economic prospects, January 2020: slow growth, policy challenges. Washington, DC: World Bank.
Book 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                


Download references




Author information
Authors and Affiliations
	Department of Educational Leadership & Policy Analysis, College of Education, University of Missouri Columbia, Columbia, USA
Pilar Mendoza


Authors	Pilar MendozaView author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMed Google Scholar





Corresponding author
Correspondence to
                Pilar Mendoza.


Additional information
Publisher’s note
Springer Nature remains neutral with regard to jurisdictional claims in published maps and institutional affiliations.


Rights and permissions
Reprints and permissions


About this article
       



Cite this article
Mendoza, P. Autonomy and weak governments: challenges to university quality in Latin America.
                    High Educ 80, 719–737 (2020). https://doi.org/10.1007/s10734-020-00511-8
Download citation
	Published: 11 February 2020

	Issue Date: October 2020

	DOI: https://doi.org/10.1007/s10734-020-00511-8


Share this article
Anyone you share the following link with will be able to read this content:
Get shareable linkSorry, a shareable link is not currently available for this article.


Copy to clipboard

                            Provided by the Springer Nature SharedIt content-sharing initiative
                        


Keywords
	Academic capitalism
	Neoliberalism
	Latin American higher education
	University autonomy








                    
                

            

            
                
                    

                    
                        
                            
    

                        

                    

                    
                        
                    


                    
                        
                            
                                
                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        Access this article


                                        
                                            
                                                
                                                    
                                                        Log in via an institution
                                                        
                                                            
                                                        
                                                    
                                                

                                            
                                        

                                        
                                            
 
 
  
   
    
     
     
      Buy article PDF USD 39.95
     

    

    Price excludes VAT (USA)

     Tax calculation will be finalised during checkout.

    Instant access to the full article PDF.

   

  

  
 

 
  
   
    Rent this article via DeepDyve
     
      
     

   

  

  
 


                                        

                                        
                                            Institutional subscriptions
                                                
                                                    
                                                
                                            

                                        

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                                
    
        Advertisement

        
        

    






                            

                            

                            

                        

                    

                
            

        

    
    
    


    
        
            Search

            
                
                    
                        Search by keyword or author
                        
                            
                            
                                
                                    
                                
                                Search
                            
                        

                    

                
            

        

    



    
        Navigation

        	
                    
                        Find a journal
                    
                
	
                    
                        Publish with us
                    
                
	
                    
                        Track your research
                    
                


    


    
	
		
			
			
	
		
			
			
				Discover content

					Journals A-Z
	Books A-Z


			

			
			
				Publish with us

					Publish your research
	Open access publishing


			

			
			
				Products and services

					Our products
	Librarians
	Societies
	Partners and advertisers


			

			
			
				Our imprints

					Springer
	Nature Portfolio
	BMC
	Palgrave Macmillan
	Apress


			

			
		

	



		
		
		
	
		
				
						
						
							Your privacy choices/Manage cookies
						
					
	
						
							Your US state privacy rights
						
						
					
	
						
							Accessibility statement
						
						
					
	
						
							Terms and conditions
						
						
					
	
						
							Privacy policy
						
						
					
	
						
							Help and support
						
						
					


		
	
	
		
			
				
					
					44.210.147.210
				

				Not affiliated

			

		
	
	
		
			
		
	
	© 2024 Springer Nature




	






    