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Abstract
We show that a three rank Lanczos type tensor field is an appropriate choice to describe
relativistic electromagnetic and gravitational effects. More precisely, we identify the
irreducible field-decompositions of this tensor as gravitational and electromagnetic
fields. A set of divergence equations are proposed as field equations for the unified
field.

Keywords Alternative theories of gravity · Unified field theories · General relativity
and electromagnetism
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1 Introduction

In the early to mid 1900 a number of articles were published on the unification of
electromagnetism and gravitation. This program of unification has been put under the
umbrella term Unified Field Theories (UFTs)—see [4] for a comprehensive review.
But due to the remarkable achievement ofQuantumField theory in unifying the nuclear
and electromagnetic forces, the UFT program has been replaced by the pursuit of a
theory of Quantum Gravity. Since spinors are needed in the description of fermions
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[13], it is essential for a unified field theory to admit spinor structure in order to be a
viable theory for the description of e.g. electrons. Geroch has shown in [2] that it is
a necessary and sufficient condition for a non-compact space time to admit a spinor
structure if it carries a global field of orthonormal tetrads. The frame formalism also
reflect the role of observers in physics, and is thus a natural formalism both in classical
relativity and quantum field theory [12]. Furthermore, due to the nonlinearity of the
Einstein equations, a metric distributional solution describing a point particle is not
possible in general relativity [3].We refer to [10] for a review of the use of distributions
in general relativity. On the other hand, the Maxwell equations do admit a solution
representing a charged point particle. In the present work we explore the possibility of
a theory which both admits a spinor structure—by employing a global tetrad field—
and whose field equations are linear with respect to the sources and field tensor, in
striking similarity with the Maxwell equations. We remark that we do not make use
of the spinor structure in the present article. A proper investigation of the spinorial
equations and detailed analysis of the spinor fields will be published elsewhere.

2 Geometric considerations

Let (M, g) denote a spacetime represented by a 4-dimensional manifold, M, with
a Lorentzian metric g. The motion of particles of some matter filling spacetime give
rise to a natural splitting by constructing frames comoving with the flow lines of the
particles. This has the further advantage that it does not require a foliation ofM. We
shall denote the tangent vector to the flow lines as u satisfying

g(u, u) = −1.

At each point p ∈ M the frame field {ea} is such that

g(ea, eb) = ηab,

where ηab are the frame components of the Minkowski metric. The frames {ea} give
rise to a co-frame, {ωa} satisfying

〈ea,ωb〉 = δa
b.

In the following all indices will be given in terms of the frame and co-frame unless
otherwise stated. The metric tensor give rise to a natural connection ∇ such that
∇ g = 0, which is the metric compatibility condition. In terms of the frames, this
condition takes the form

�a
b
cηbd + �a

b
dηbc = 0, (1)

where the frame connection coefficients are defined by the directional derivative along
the direction of the frame indices

∇aeb = �a
c
bec, ∇a = 〈ea,∇〉.
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Thus, for a two rank tensor � we have that the frame components of its derivative is
given by,

∇a�bc = ec[�bc] − �a
db�dc − �a

dc�bd .

Furthermore, if the connection ∇ is torsion-free, we have that

�a
c
b = 0, (2)

where the frame components of the torsion tensor are defined by

�a
c
bec = [ea, eb] + (

�a
c
b − �b

c
a
)
ec.

The commutation of the connection may be expressed in terms of the Riemann
curvature tensor and the torsion tensor

∇[a∇b]vc = Rc
dabv

d + �a
d
b∇dv

c,

∇[a∇b]wc = −Rd
cabwd + �a

d
b∇dwc.

The frame components of the Riemann curvature tensor is given by

Rc
dab = ∂a�b

c
d − ∂b�a

c
d + � f

c
d(�b

f
a − �a

f
b) + �b

f
d�a

c
f

− �a
f
d�b

c
f − �a

f
b� f

c
d (3)

—see [11] for details. The Riemann tensor has all the usual symmetries, and it satisfies
the Bianchi identity for a general connection

Rd [cab] + ∇[a�b
d
c] + �[aeb�c]de = 0, (4)

∇[a Rd |e|bc] + �[a f
b R

d |e|c] f = 0. (5)

Furthermore, we recall that the Riemann tensor admits the irreducible decomposition

Rc
dab = Cc

dab + 2(δc[a Lb]d − ηd[a Lb]c), (6)

with Cc
dab the components of the Weyl tensor and

Sab ≡ Rab − 1

6
Rηab (7)

denotes the components of the Schouten tensor. The connection ∇ is called the Levi-
Civita connection of g if it satisfies (1) and (2). In what follows we will assume the
connection to be Levi-Civita.
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A projection formalism

At each point in the spacetime manifoldM the flow lines give rise to a tangent space
which can be split into parts in the direction of u and those orthogonal. This means
that without implying a foliation, we may decompose every tensor defined at each
point p ∈ M into its orthogonal and timelike part. This may be done by contracting
with u and the projector defined as

ha
b ≡ ηa

b + uau
b, u = uaea .

Thus, a tensor Tab may be split into its time-like, mixed and space-like parts given,
respectively, by

T00 = uaubTab, T ′
0c = uahbcTab, T ′

cd = hach
b
dTab,

where ′ denotes that the free indices left are spatial—e.g. T ′
a0u

a = 0. Decomposing
∇u we obtain

∇au
b = χa

b − uaa
b, (8)

where χa
b and ab are the components of the Weingarten tensor and 4-acceleration,

respectively, defined by

χa
b ≡ ha

c∇cu
b, ab ≡ uc∇cu

b.

We split χab into its symmetric, tracefree part and antisymmetric part—i.e we have,

χ(ab) − 1

3
habχ ≡ σab, χ[ab] ≡ ωab.

In the literature (e.g. see [12, p. 217]) χ , σab and ωab is called, respectively, the expan-
sion, shear and the twist of the congruence with four velocity u. The decomposition
(8) now takes the form,

∇au
b = σa

b + 1

3
ha

bχ + ωa
b − uaa

b. (9)

The decomposition of the four volume is

εabcd = −2
(
u[aεb]cd − εab[cud]

)
, εbcd = εabcdu

a .

Given a tensor Tabc which is antisymmetric in its two last indices, we may construct
the electric and magnetic parts with respect to u. In frame indices this is, respectively,
defined by

Ecd ≡ Tabehc
ahd

bue, Bcd ≡ T ∗
abehc

ahd
bue,
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where the Hodge dual operator, denoted by ∗, is defined by

T ∗
abe ≡ −1

2
εmn

beTamn,

and has the property that

T ∗∗
abc = −Tabc.

Depending on the symmetries and rank of the tensor, the above definition for electric
and magnetic decomposition may vary slightly. Central for our discussion is that Eab

and Bab are spatial and symmetric.

3 The field tensor

We consider the rank three tensor Z (hereafter called the Z-tensor) with the following
symmetries,

Z[abc] = 0, Zabc = Za[bc].

It can be readily shown that the first symmetry property implies that

Zcab = 2Z[ba]c. (10)

The Hodge dual of the Z-tensor Z∗ is defined in the customary way by,

Z∗
abc ≡ −1

2
εbc

de Zade.

The frame fields ea provide a natural 1 + 3 decomposition of Z and Z∗ into parts in
the direction of and orthogonal to the flow u. This is obtained by using the projector
h as described in Sect. 2.The decomposition read,

Zabc = −2ηa[b Pc] + εbc
d�ad + 2u[bc]a − εdbcuaQd + 2εda[cub]Qd , (11a)

Z∗
amn = εmnbua P

b − 2εab[mun]Pb + 2�a[mun] + εmnba
b + 2ηa[nQm], (11b)

where we have defined,

ab ≡ Z(a′b′)0, �ab ≡ Z∗
(a′b′)0, Pa ≡ Za00, Qa ≡ Z∗

a00.

The tensorsab and�ab are by definition symmetric tensors defined on the orthogonal
space of u—i.e. one has that

acu
a = 0, �acu

a = 0.

123



137 Page 6 of 13 M. Normann

Furthermore, since εabc, ab and �ab are spatial fields, it is readily shown that

P0 = Q0 = 0.

The traces of the Z-tensor and its dual are,

Za
ba = 3Pb + ub, Za

b
b = 0, (12)

Z∗a
ba = 3Qb − �ub, Z∗a

b
b = 0, (13)

where,

 ≡ a
a, � ≡ �a

a .

The first trace in (12) implies that

Za
0a = −, (14)

and the first trace in (13) together with the first symmetry property implies that

Z∗a
0a = � = 0. (15)

Lemma 1 Let Z be a tensor of rank 3 with antisymmetry about two neighbouring
indices. Then Z has the symmetry property Z[abc] = 0 and the dual field Z∗

(a′b′)0 has
vanishing trace.

We make the further assumption that  = 0—i.e we have that

Za
0a = Z∗a

0a = 0.

Remark 1 The assumption that  = 0 is motivated by the fact that we want to relate
the fields � and � to the electric and magnetic part of the Weyl tensor. Observe that
our assumption is a weaker constraint than the Lanczos algebraic gauge—e.g see [5,
9],

Za
ba = 0.

In fact, the Lanczos gauge violate our assumption that the fields P and � represents
pure electric and gravitational fields, respectively, and can thus not be related in such
a way as this gauge implies—see Eq. (12).

Remark 2 Observe that the absence of electric and magnetic fields is a necessary
condition for the Z-tensor to be a a Cotton tensor.
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4 Finding the field equations for the Z-tensor

In the theory we propose, both gravity and electromagnetism is represented in terms
of a field on space time. The geometry ofM will be given by the frame components,
rather than the metric, and the connection coefficients as outlined in the introduction.
Equations for the frame and the connection is given by the choice of propagation—
e.g. Fermi propagation—and the definition of the Riemann and the torsion tensor. For
more details on the geometric equations, the reader is referred to [1, 7, 8]. In what
follows we shall focus the discussion on the fields presented in the previous section—
i.e. �, �, P and Q. These will be taken as the fundamental fields, from which we
may construct the unified field tensor Z. We thus seek a set of equations for Z which
will reduce to the relativistic Maxwell equations in the limit of no gravitational field,
and the Bianchi equations in the limit of no electromagnetic fields. We begin with the
Maxwell equations.

We observe that due to the symmetry of Z and Z∗, it is natural to define the two
rank anti-symmetric tensors F and F∗ as follows,

Fab ≡ ua Zabc, F∗
ab ≡ 1

2
εab

mnFmn = ua Z∗
abc.

Using the decomposition of the Z-tensor, it is readily shown that

Fab = ubPa − ua Pb + εabcQ
c,

which is the right form of the Faraday tensor with Pa and Qa as the electric and
magnetic fields respectively. The Maxwell equations are then given by

∇bFab = jc (16a)

∇bF∗
ab = 0, (16b)

which may be formulated as evolution and constraint equations for the electric and
magnetic fields—i.e.

uahmb∇a E
b − εmab∇bBa = −aaεmabB

b + Jahma + Eaχam − Emχa
a . (17a)

∇a E
a = aaEa + ua Ja − εabcB

a, (17b)

ubhda∇bB
a = abEaεdba + Bbχb

d − Bdχb
b − εdba∇a Ebχbc,

(17c)

∇bB
b = abBb + Ebεbacχ

ac. (17d)

We now turn to consider equations for the gravitational field. It is customary to here
study solutions to the Einstein field equations—i.e

Rab − 1

2
Rgab = τab. (18)
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But as we are seeking a theory where the geometry is given by the frame components
and the gravitational field is represented by the irreducible components of the Weyl
tensor, we will use the Bianchi identity (5) as field equations. In this formalism the
Einstein equations takes on the form of constraint equations—see Eq. (20). Thus, the
unknowns for the gravitational field will be the electric Eab and magnetic Bab part of
the Weyl tensor—i.e we consider the equations

uahm
chn

d∇a Ecd + εmdchn
a∇d Ba

c = −2aa B(m
cεn)ac − 2Emnχ

a
a − Eachmnχ

ac

+ 2Enaχ
a
m + Emaχn

a − 1
2u

ahm
chn

d∇a Scd

+ 1
2u

ahm
chn

d∇d Sac (19a)

∇a Ed
a = aaEda + Eacudχ

ac − εdc f Ba
f χac

− εac f Bd
f χac − 1

2u
auc∇cSda + 1

2u
auc∇d Sac,

(19b)

uahl
chn

d∇a Bcd − εdc(nhl)
a∇d Ea

c = 2aaE(n
cεl)ac − 2Blnχ

a
a − Bachlnχ

ac

+ 2χa
(l Bn)a + Ba(nχl)

a + 1
2εcd(nhl)

a∇d Sa
c,

(19c)

hn
a∇cBa

c = aa Bna − Ec
dεnadχ

ac + 2Ea
dεncdχ

ac

+ 1
2εncdu

a∇d Sa
c (19d)

where Sab is the Schouten tensor and defined in the customary way—see Eq. (7).
If the Einstein equations are assumed, then the Schouten tensor is related to the

Energy-momentum tensor τab according to

Sab = τab − 1
3τ

c
c gab. (20)

Thus, a solution (Eab, Bab) of the evolution Eqs. (19a) and (19c), satisfying the con-
straint Eqs. (19b) and (19d), together with equation (20) is equivalent to a metric
solution of theEinstein equations (18) for a given energymomentum tensor τab—again
the reader is referred to [6] for more details.

Observe that Zabc contains all the fields necessary for a description of both gravity
and electromagnetism. That is, the spatial fields (Pa, Qa, ab,�ab) has the correct
rank, trace and symmetry to represent (Ea, Ba, Eab, Bab), respectively. The strategy
to find the correct field equations for the unified field tensor Zabc is to compare
the proposed equations so that they reduce to the Maxwell equations and Bianchi
equations in the case of no gravity and electromagnetism, respectively. That is, we
must construct the equations such that � and � will be a solution of Eqs. (19a)–(19d)
when Pa = Qa = 0. Similarly, Pa, Qa is required to be a solution of Eqs. (17a)–(17d)
in the limit of ab = �ab = 0.

Due to the form of the decomposition of Z, we propose field equations on the form,

∇bZabc = Tac, (21a)
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∇bZ∗
abc = Aac. (21b)

Note that as a consequence of the antisymmetry in the Z-tensor and the symmetry of
the Ricci tensor, it follows that

∇cTac = ∇c Aac = 0. (22)

Remark 3 For generality we shall not impose symmetry about the indices {a, c}, so
as to make T and A symmetric tensors. But strictly speaking such an assumption
should be made in order to study the equations on the form that most resembles the
Bianchi equations and the relativistic Maxwell equations. Furthermore, this will make
the tensors A and T divergence free.

In what follows, we will show that there exists tensors Aab and Tab such that the
proposed field equations encompass the relativistic Maxwell equations as well as the
Bianchi equations. Recall that any tensor T may be decomposed in parts orthogonal
and parallel to the four velocity u according to,

Tab = Ta′b′ + Ta′0ub + T0b′ua + T00uaub.

We consider first the spatial components of the field equations—i.e

hm
ahn

c∇bZabc = Tm′n′ (23a)

hm
ahn

c∇bZ∗
abc = Am′n′ . (23b)

Using the decomposition of Zabc and Z∗
abc (23a) and (23b) are equivalent to,

uahm
bhn

c∇abc + εmbchn
a∇c�a

b = −an Pm + aaεnab�m
b + aaεmab�n

b

− 2mnχ
a
a − hmnabχ

ab + 2naχ
a
m

+ εmnaQ
aχb

b − εnabQ
aχb

m + εmabQ
aχb

n

+ maχn
a − hm

bhn
c Pa∇ahbc − hmn∇a P

a

+ εmnbu
a∇aQ

b − 1
2u

ahm
bhn

c∇a Sbc

+ hn
a Pm∇bha

b

+ hmahnb∇b Pa + 1
2u

ahm
bhn

c∇cSab, (24a)

uahm
bhn

c∇a�bc − εmbchn
a∇ca

b = −2aaεmabn
b + anQm − 2�mnχ

a
a

− hmn�abχ
ab + 2�maχ

a
n + εmna P

aχb
b

− εnab P
aχb

m + εmabP
aχb

n + �naχm
a

+ hm
bhn

cQa∇ahbc + εmnbu
a∇a P

b

+ εmnb∇a
ab + hmn∇aQ

a − hn
aQm∇bha

b

− hmahnb∇bQa − 1
2εmbchn

a∇cSa
b (24b)
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where we have defined,

hmchnaT
ac ≡ aaεnac�m

c − mnχ
a
a − hmnacχ

ac + naχ
a
m

+ maχn
a − 1

2u
ahm

chn
d∇a Scd + 1

2u
ahm

chn
d∇d Sac (25a)

Aachmchna ≡ aaεmacn
c + �mnχ

a
a + hmn�acχ

ac + �naχ
a
m − 2�maχ

a
n

− �naχm
a − εmnc∇a

ac + 1
2εmcdhn

a∇d Sa
c (25b)

Thus the spatial components of T and A are determined by the assumption that in
the absence of electromagnetic fields, Eqs. (23a) and (23b) reduce to Eqs. (19a) and
(19d), respectively, under the identifications ab = Eab and �ab = −Bab. Next we
considermixed components. Ta′0 and Aa′0 are obtained by comparingwith the Bianchi
constraint equations. We consider the equations

hadu
c∇c Zabc = hadu

cTac, (26a)

hadu
c∇bZ∗

abc = hadu
c Aac. (26b)

Again, using the decomposition of the Z tensor and its dual, (26a) and (26b) are
equivalent to

hn
a∇ba

b = aana + εnbc�a
cχab + εabc�n

cχab − Paχna

− 1
2u

aubhn
c∇bSac + εnab∇bQa + 1

2u
aubhn

c∇cSab, (27a)

hn
a∇b�a

b = aa�na − 2εnbca
cχab + εnacb

cχab + Qaχna (27b)

+ εnab∇b Pa − 1
2εnbcu

a∇cSa
b, (27c)

where we have defined

hbdu
aTba ≡ εdc f �a

f χac − 1
2u

auc∇cSda + 1
2u

auc∇d Sac, (28a)

hbdua An
a ≡ 2εncda

dχac − εnadc
dχac − εacdn

dχac

+ 1
2εncdu

a∇d Sa
c. (28b)

The other mixed components T0b′ and A0b′ are determined by comparing with the
relativistic Maxwell equations in the limit of no gravitational fields:

hcdu
a∇bZabc = hcdu

aTac, (29a)

hcdu
a∇bZ∗

abc = hcdu
a Aac. (29b)

The decomposed equations are given by

uahmb∇a P
b − εmab∇bQa = Jahma − aama − aaεmabQ

b + Paχam

− Pmχa
a + εmac�b

cχab, (30a)
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uahmb∇aQ
b + εmab∇b Pa = aaεmabP

b + aa�ma + Qaχam − Qmχa
a

+ εmacb
cχab, (30b)

where,

uahmbTa
b = −Jahma + aaεmabQ

b − Paχam + Pmχa
a, (31a)

Abaubh
d
a = −abεdba P

a − Qb χb
d + Qdχb

b. (31b)

Finally, we find T00 and A00 by using the electromagnetic divergence equations. Thus,
we consider the equations,

ucua∇bZabc = ucuaTac, (32a)

ucua∇bZ∗
abc = ucua Aac. (32b)

Again, by the decomposition of the Z-tensor and its dual, these are equivalent to the
divergence equations

∇a P
a = ua Ja + aa Pa − abχ

ab − εabcQ
aχbc, (33a)

∇aQ
a = aaQa + �abχ

ab + εabc P
aχbc. (33b)

As before, we have in the above equations defined,

uaubTab = −ua Ja + εabcQ
aχbc (34a)

Abauaub = −εbac P
bχac. (34b)

We have thereby shown that if A and T are given by,

Tab = −uaubu
m Jm − ua J

mhbm + amεamn�b
n + amεbmnuaQ

n

+ bmχa
m − ua P

mχmb + amχm
b + ua Pbχ

m
m − abχ

m
m

+ εancub�m
cχmn − habmnχ

mn + εmncuaubQ
mχnc + 1

2ubu
munha

c∇cSmn

− 1
2u

mha
nhb

c∇mSnc − 1
2ubu

munha
c∇n Smc + 1

2u
mha

nhb
c∇n Smc, (35a)

Aab = −amεbmnua P
n + amεbmna

n − �amχb
m − uaQ

mχmb

− 2�bmχm
a + �amχm

b + �abχ
m
m + uaQbχ

m
m

+ hab�mnχ
mn − εmncuba

cχmn + 2εancubm
cχmn − εamcubn

cχmn

− εmncuaubP
mχnc + 1

2εancubu
m∇cSm

n + 1
2εbncha

m∇cSm
n + εabn∇mmn,

(35b)

then there exists a solution of the field Eqs. (21a) and (21b), which are also solutions to
the Bianchi equations and the relativistic Maxwell equations under appropriate limits.
Then, they will also be a solution of the Einstein equations if the constraint Eq. (20)
is imposed. Observe that the divergence of � in Eq. (35b) will vanish if symmetry of
A and T is assumed. Since the tensors T and A act as sources for the field tensor, it is
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worth mentioning that it is perturbations of the four velocity and the Schouten tensor
which is responsible for a non-vanishing source. That is, a solution (ea,�) to the
geometric equations, determines a solution to the field Eqs. (21a) and (21b). Wee see
in this formalism that the Einstein equation is only a particular solution for a specific
choice of geometry—i.e. the Ricci tensor and scalar takes a specific form according to
the matter distribution. In the theory proposed here, the perturbations of the Schouten
tensor and frame components creates a matter distribution in space time which in turn
produces gravitational and electromagnetic fields.

5 Discussion

It has been shown that it is possible to interpret �, �, P and Q as the gravitational
and electromagnetic fields, respectively. Although there remains work to be done on
the interpretations of these equations as well as the relation to the Einstein–Maxwell
equations, we have shown that the tensor Z can be considered a viable candidate for
a unified field theory where the tensors T and A are the sources—see Eqs. (21a)
and (21b)—and the field equations are first order divergence equations, in striking
similarity to the Maxwell equations. Due to the existence of a global tetrad field it
is natural to consider the spinorial formulation of the equations. This would be of
interest for a possible quantum description as well as a more lucid interpretation of
the equations. Another interesting further study would be the existence of solutions
representing a charged point particle. The similarity of the equations with theMaxwell
equations may suggest that such a solution exists and makes sense. But observe that
although the field equations resembles the form of the Maxwell equations, there are
derivatives in the sources which may create complications.
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