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Music is extremely important in representations of place in the Appalachian Region of the United States, where ballads and banjo tunes become musical signposts in popular and academic culture to mark the region’s Otherness. Embedded in the discourse about the region and its music are silences about groups of people that do not fit dominant expectations of authenticity or belonging, the Others within. This essay serves to highlight some historical contributions of these groups, the social processes that have silenced them, and directions for future research to amplify those voices.



                    
    


                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                    
                                    
                                        This is a preview of subscription content, log in via an institution
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                     to check access.
                                

                            

                        

                        
                            
                                
                                    Access this article

                                    
                                        
                                            
                                                
                                                    Log in via an institution
                                                    
                                                        
                                                    
                                                
                                            

                                        
                                    
                                    
                                        
 
 
  
   
    
     
     
      Buy article PDF USD 39.95
     

    

    Price excludes VAT (USA)

     Tax calculation will be finalised during checkout.

    Instant access to the full article PDF.

   

  

  
 

 
  
   
    Rent this article via DeepDyve
     
      
     

   

  

  
 


                                    

                                    
                                        Institutional subscriptions
                                            
                                                
                                            
                                        

                                    

                                

                            
                        

                        
                            
                        

                    

                    
                        
                    


                    
                        
                            
                                
        
            
                Similar content being viewed by others

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    

                                
                                
                                    
                                        From Moomba to the Dreaming: Indigenous Australia, Popular Music and Reconciliation
                                        
                                    

                                    
                                        Chapter
                                        
                                         © 2017
                                    

                                

                                
                            
                        

                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    

                                
                                
                                    
                                        Girl in a Country Song: Gender Roles and Objectification of Women in Popular Country Music across 1990 to 2014
                                        
                                    

                                    
                                        Article
                                        
                                         18 August 2016
                                    

                                

                                Eric E. Rasmussen & Rebecca L. Densley

                            
                        

                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    

                                
                                
                                    
                                        Placing the Music: Kingston, Reggae Music, and the Rise of a Popular Culture
                                        
                                    

                                    
                                        Chapter
                                        
                                         © 2019
                                    

                                

                                
                            
                        

                    
                

            
        
            
        
    
                            
                        
                    

                    

                    

                    References
	
                  
                    R.D.
                    Abrahams
                  
                  
                    G.
                    Foss
                  
                  (1968)
                  Anglo-American Folksong Style
                  Prentice-Hall
                  Englewood Cliffs, NJ
                

                    Google Scholar 
                

	
                  
                    T.A.
                    Adler
                  
                  (2004)
                  Bluegrass music and sexuality
                  
                    T.
                    Goldsmith
                  
                  (Eds)
                  The Bluegrass Reader
                  University of Illinois Press
                  Urbana and Chicago
                  289–297
                  
                

                    Google Scholar 
                

	
                  
                    A.
                    Appadurai
                  
                  (2002)
                  Grassroots globalization and the research imagination
                  
                    J.
                    Vincent
                  
                  (Eds)
                  The Anthropology of Politics: A Reader in Ethnography, Theory, and Critique
                  Blackwell Publishers
                  Oxford, UK and Malden, MA
                  271–284
                  
                

                    Google Scholar 
                

	
                  
                    J.
                    Attali
                  
                  (1985)
                  Noise: The Political Economy of Music
                  University of Minnesota Press
                  Minneapolis
                

                    Google Scholar 
                

	
                  
                    D.B.
                    Billings
                  
                  
                    G.
                    Norman
                  
                  
                    K.
                    Ledford
                  
                  (2001)
                  Back Talk From Appalachia: Confronting Stereotypes
                  University Press of Kentucky
                  Lexington
                

                    Google Scholar 
                

	
                  
                    J.B.
                    Boles
                  
                  (1983)
                  Black Southerners, 1619–1869
                  University Press of Kentucky
                  Lexington
                

                    Google Scholar 
                

	
                  
                    M.
                    Bufwack
                  
                  
                    R.
                    Oermann
                  
                  (1993)
                  Finding Her Voice: The Saga of Women in Country Music
                  Crown Publishers
                  New York
                

                    Google Scholar 
                

	
                  
                    N.
                    Cantwell
                  
                  (1984)
                  Bluegrass Breakdown: The Making of the Old Southern Sound
                  University of Illinois Press
                  Urbana and Chicago
                

                    Google Scholar 
                

	
                  
                    M.
                    Carson
                  
                  
                    R.
                    Lewis
                  
                  
                    S.M.
                    Shaw
                  
                  (2004)
                  Girls Rock! Fifty Years of Women Making Music
                  University Press of Kentucky
                  Lexington
                

                    Google Scholar 
                

	
                  
                    G.O.
                    Carney
                  
                  (1994)
                  The Sounds of People and Places: A Geography of American Folk and Popular Music
                  Rowman & Littlefield Publishers
                  Lanham, MD
                

                    Google Scholar 
                

	
                  
                    J.
                    Connell
                  
                  
                    C.
                    Gibson
                  
                  (2003)
                  Sound Tracks: Popular Music, Identity, and Place
                  Routledge
                  London
                

                    Google Scholar 
                

	
                  
                    C.
                    Conway
                  
                  (1995)
                  African Banjo Echoes in Appalachia: A Study of Folk Traditions
                  University of Tennessee Press
                  Knoxville
                

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Cornett E., 2003: Old Regular Baptist singing performance and discussion. Recorded by Thompson D.J., Hindman, KY.

	
                  
                    H.
                    Courlander
                  
                  (1976)
                  A Treasury of Afro-American Folklore
                  Crown Publishers, Inc.
                  New York
                

                    Google Scholar 
                

	
                  
                    W.
                    Dunaway
                  
                  (2003)
                  The African-American Family in Slavery and Emancipation
                  Cambridge University Press
                  Cambridge and New York
                

                    Google Scholar 
                

	
                  
                    J.
                    Gaventa
                  
                  (1980)
                  Power and Powerlessness: Quiescence and Rebellion in an Appalachian Valley
                  University of Illinois Press
                  Urbana
                

                    Google Scholar 
                

	
                  
                    D.
                    Gregory
                  
                  (2000)
                  Regions and regional geography
                  
                    R.J.
                    Johnston
                  
                  
                    D.
                    Gregory
                  
                  
                    G.
                    Pratt
                  
                  
                    M.
                    Watts
                  
                  (Eds)
                  The Dictionary of Human Geography
                  Blackwell Publishing
                  Oxford
                  687–690
                  
                

                    Google Scholar 
                

	
                  
                    L.J.
                    Griffin
                  
                  
                    A.B.
                    Thompson
                  
                  (2002)
                  ArticleTitleAppalachia and the South – collective memory, identity, and representation
                  Appalachian Journal
                  29
                  IssueID3
                  296–327
                  
                

                    Google Scholar 
                

	
                  
                    P.F.
                    Gura
                  
                  
                    J.F.
                    Bollman
                  
                  (1999)
                  America’s Instrument: The Banjo in the 19th Century
                  The University of North Carolina Press
                  Chapel Hill
                

                    Google Scholar 
                

	
                  
                    W.J.
                    Hayden
                  
                  (2003)
                  ArticleTitleIn search of justice: white privilege in Appalachia
                  Journal of Appalachian Studies
                  8
                  IssueID1
                  120–131
                  
                

                    Google Scholar 
                

	
                  
                    D.
                    Henige
                  
                  (1984)
                  ArticleTitleOrigin traditions of American tri-racial isolates: a case of something borrowed
                  Appalachian Journal
                  11
                  IssueID3
                  201–214
                  
                

                    Google Scholar 
                

	
                  
                    D.
                    Henige
                  
                  (1998)
                  ArticleTitleThe Melungeons become a race
                  Appalachian Journal
                  25
                  IssueID3
                  270–286
                  
                  
                

                    Google Scholar 
                

	
                  
                    M.
                    Henry
                  
                  (2004)
                  Women in bluegrass: keynote address at the IBMA trade show
                  
                    T.
                    Goldsmith
                  
                  (Eds)
                  The Bluegrass Reader
                  University of Illinois Press
                  Urbana and Chicago
                  298–304
                  
                

                    Google Scholar 
                

	
                  
                    J.R.
                    Irwin
                  
                  (1979)
                  Musical Instruments of the Southern Appalachian Mountains
                  Schiffer Publishing, Ltd.
                  West Chester, PA
                

                    Google Scholar 
                

	
                  
                    R.S.
                    Jamieson
                  
                  (1990)
                  ArticleTitleGribble, Lusk, and York: recording a black Tennessee string band
                  Old Time Herald
                  2
                  IssueID4
                  27–31
                  
                

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Keefe S.E., 2000: Mountain Identity and the Global Society in a Rural Appalachian County. Paper presented at the National Conference on Ethnicity and Gender in Appalachia, Center for Ethnicity and Gender, Marshall University, Huntington, WV.

	
                  
                    N.B.
                    Kennedy
                  
                  
                    R.V.
                    Kennedy
                  
                  (1997)
                  The Melungeons: The Resurrection of a Proud People. An Untold Story of Ethnic Cleansing in America
                  Mercer University Press
                  Macon, Georgia
                

                    Google Scholar 
                

	
                  
                    W.H.
                    Kenney
                  
                  (1999)
                  Recorded Music in American Life: The Phonograph and Popular Memory, 1890–1945
                  Oxford University Press
                  New York and Oxford
                

                    Google Scholar 
                

	
                  
                    A.
                    Leyshon
                  
                  
                    D.
                    Matless
                  
                  
                    G.
                    Revill
                  
                  (1995)
                  ArticleTitleThe Place of Music
                  Transactions of the Institute of British Geographers
                  20
                  423–433
                  
                  Occurrence
                    Handle10.2307/622973
                  
                
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	
                  
                    A.
                    Leyshon
                  
                  
                    D.
                    Matless
                  
                  
                    G.
                    Revill
                  
                  (1998)
                  The Place of Music
                  Guilford Press
                  New York
                

                    Google Scholar 
                

	
                  
                    K.
                    Linn
                  
                  (1991)
                  That Half-Barbaric Twang: The Banjo in Popular Culture
                  University of Illinois Press
                  Urbana and Chicago
                

                    Google Scholar 
                

	
                  
                    A.
                    Lomax
                  
                  (1960)
                  The Folk Songs of North America
                  Doubleday
                  Garden City, NJ
                

                    Google Scholar 
                

	
                  
                    B.C.
                    Malone
                  
                  (1993)
                  Singing Cowboys and Musical Mountaineers: Southern Culture and the Roots of Country Music
                  University of Georgia Press
                  Athens, GA
                

                    Google Scholar 
                

	
                  
                    G.
                    Milnes
                  
                  (1999)
                  Play of a Fiddle: Traditional Music, Dance, and Folklore in West Virginia
                  University Press of Kentucky
                  Lexington
                

                    Google Scholar 
                

	
                  
                    L.
                    Nochlin
                  
                  (1994)
                  Why have there been no great women artists?
                  
                    A.C.
                    Herrmann
                  
                  
                    A.J.
                    Stewart
                  
                  (Eds)
                  Theorizing Feminism: Parallel Trends in the Humanities and Social Sciences
                  Westview Press
                  Boulder, CO
                

                    Google Scholar 
                

	
                  
                    K.B.
                    Raitz
                  
                  
                    R.
                    Ulack
                  
                  
                    T.R.
                    Leinback
                  
                  (1984)
                  Appalachia, A Regional Geography: Land, People, and Development
                  Westview Press
                  Boulder, CO
                

                    Google Scholar 
                

	
                  
                    J.B.
                    Rehder
                  
                  (2004)
                  Appalachian Folkways
                  Johns Hopkins University Press
                  Baltimore, MD
                

                    Google Scholar 
                

	
                  
                    H.
                    Reid
                  
                  
                    B.
                    Taylor
                  
                  (2002)
                  ArticleTitleAppalachia as a global region: toward critical regionalism and civic professionalism
                  Journal of Appalachian Studies
                  8
                  IssueID1
                  5–28
                  
                

                    Google Scholar 
                

	
                  
                    M.
                    Sarkissian
                  
                  (1992)
                  Gender and music
                  
                    H.
                    Myers
                  
                  (Eds)
                  Ethnomusicology: An Introduction
                  W.W. Norton
                  New York
                  337–348
                  
                

                    Google Scholar 
                

	
                  
                    E.
                    Satterwhite
                  
                  (2005)
                  ArticleTitle“That’s what they’re all singing about:” Appalachian heritage, celtic pride, and American nationalism at the 2003 Smithsonian Folklife Festival
                  Appalachian Journal
                  32
                  IssueID3
                  302–338
                  
                

                    Google Scholar 
                

	
                  
                    H.D.
                    Shapiro
                  
                  (1978)
                  Appalachia On Our Mind: The Southern Mountains and Mountaineers in the American Consciousness, 1870–1920
                  University of North Carolina Press
                  Chapel Hill
                

                    Google Scholar 
                

	
                  
                    S.M.
                    Shaw
                  
                  
                    J.
                    Lee
                  
                  (2004)
                  Women’s Voices, Feminist Visions
                  McGraw-Hill
                  Boston
                

                    Google Scholar 
                

	
                  
                    B.N.
                    Smith
                  
                  (1998)
                  Jane Hicks Gentry: A Singer Among Singers
                  University Press of Kentucky
                  Lexington
                

                    Google Scholar 
                

	
                  
                    M.
                    Sobel
                  
                  (1987)
                  The World They Made Together: Black and White Values in Eighteenth-Century Virginia
                  Princeton University Press
                  Princeton, NJ
                

                    Google Scholar 
                

	
                  
                    P.
                    Stewart
                  
                  (1993)
                  Wishful willful wily women: lessons for female success in the Child ballads
                  
                    J.N.
                    Radner
                  
                  (Eds)
                  Feminist Messages: Coding in Women’s Folk Culture
                  University of Illinois Press
                  Urbana and Chicago
                  54–73
                  
                

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Thompson D.J. (2006). Family groups. In: Abrams R. and Haskell J. (eds), Encyclopedia of Appalachia. University of Tennessee Press, Knoxville

	
                  
                    J.T.
                    Titon
                  
                  (1977)
                  Early Downhome Blues: A Musical and Cultural Analysis
                  University of Illinois Press
                  Urbana
                

                    Google Scholar 
                

	
                  
                    W.H.
                    Turner
                  
                  
                    E.J.
                    Cabbell
                  
                  (1985)
                  Blacks in Appalachia
                  University Press of Kentucky
                  Lexington
                

                    Google Scholar 
                

	
                  
                    T.E.
                    Wagner
                  
                  
                    P.J.
                    Obermiller
                  
                  (2004)
                  African American Miners and Migrants: the Eastern Kentucky Social Club
                  University of Illinois Press
                  Urbana
                

                    Google Scholar 
                

	
                  
                    F.X.
                    Walker
                  
                  (2000)
                  Affrilachia
                  Old Cove Press
                  Lexington, KY
                

                    Google Scholar 
                

	
                  
                    L.A.
                    West
                  
                  (1997)
                  Feminist Nationalism
                  Routledge
                  New York and London
                

                    Google Scholar 
                

	
                  
                    D.E.
                    Whisnant
                  
                  (1983)
                  All That is Native and Fine: The Politics of Culture in an American Region
                  University of North Carolina Press
                  Chapel Hill
                

                    Google Scholar 
                

	
                  
                    C.E.
                    Wilkinson
                  
                  (1999)
                  On being ‘country’: one Affrilachian woman’s return home
                  
                    D.B.
                    Billings
                  
                  
                    G.
                    Norman
                  
                  
                    K.
                    Ledford
                  
                  (Eds)
                  Confronting Appalachian Stereotypes: Back Talk from an American Region
                  University Press of Kentucky
                  Lexington
                  184–186
                  
                

                    Google Scholar 
                

	
                  
                    J.A.
                    Williams
                  
                  (2001)
                  ArticleTitleAppalachian history: regional history in the post-modern zone
                  Appalachian Journal
                  28
                  IssueID2
                  168–187
                  
                

                    Google Scholar 
                

	
                  
                    M.A.
                    Williams
                  
                  (1995)
                  Great Smoky Mountains Folklife
                  University Press of Mississippi
                  Jackson
                

                    Google Scholar 
                

	
                  
                    D.
                    Wilson
                  
                  (1998)
                  ArticleTitleA response to Henige
                  Appalachian Journal
                  25
                  IssueID3
                  286–296
                  
                

                    Google Scholar 
                

	
                  
                    C.K.
                    Wolfe
                  
                  (1987)
                  ArticleTitleBlack string bands: a few notes on a lost cause
                  Old Time Herald
                  1
                  IssueID1
                  15–18
                  
                

                    Google Scholar 
                

	
                  
                    C.K.
                    Wolfe
                  
                  (2002)
                  The Bristol syndrome: field recordings of early country music
                  
                    C.K.
                    Wolfe
                  
                  
                    J.E.
                    Akenson
                  
                  (Eds)
                  Country Music Annual 2002
                  University Press of Kentucky
                  Lexington
                  202–221
                  
                

                    Google Scholar 
                

	
                  
                    M.
                    Zwonitzer
                  
                  
                    C.
                    Hirshberg
                  
                  (2002)
                  Will You Miss Me When I’m Gone? The Carter Family and Their Legacy in American Music
                  Simon & Schuster
                  New York
                

                    Google Scholar 
                


Download references




Author information
Authors and Affiliations
	Department of Geography, University of Kentucky, 1457 Patterson Office Tower, Lexington, KY, 40506-0027, USA
Deborah J. Thompson


Authors	Deborah J. ThompsonView author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMed Google Scholar





Corresponding author
Correspondence to
                Deborah J. Thompson.


Rights and permissions
Reprints and permissions


About this article
Cite this article
Thompson, D.J. Searching for silenced voices in Appalachian music.
                    GeoJournal 65, 67–78 (2006). https://doi.org/10.1007/s10708-006-7055-2
Download citation
	Issue Date: February 2006

	DOI: https://doi.org/10.1007/s10708-006-7055-2


Share this article
Anyone you share the following link with will be able to read this content:
Get shareable linkSorry, a shareable link is not currently available for this article.


Copy to clipboard

                            Provided by the Springer Nature SharedIt content-sharing initiative
                        


Keywords
	Appalachia
	authenticity
	folk music
	Otherness








                    
                

            

            
                
                    

                    
                        
                            
    

                        

                    

                    
                        
                    


                    
                        
                            
                                
                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        Access this article


                                        
                                            
                                                
                                                    
                                                        Log in via an institution
                                                        
                                                            
                                                        
                                                    
                                                

                                            
                                        

                                        
                                            
 
 
  
   
    
     
     
      Buy article PDF USD 39.95
     

    

    Price excludes VAT (USA)

     Tax calculation will be finalised during checkout.

    Instant access to the full article PDF.

   

  

  
 

 
  
   
    Rent this article via DeepDyve
     
      
     

   

  

  
 


                                        

                                        
                                            Institutional subscriptions
                                                
                                                    
                                                
                                            

                                        

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                                
    
        Advertisement

        
        

    






                            

                            

                            

                        

                    

                
            

        

    
    
    


    
        
            Search

            
                
                    
                        Search by keyword or author
                        
                            
                            
                                
                                    
                                
                                Search
                            
                        

                    

                
            

        

    



    
        Navigation

        	
                    
                        Find a journal
                    
                
	
                    
                        Publish with us
                    
                
	
                    
                        Track your research
                    
                


    


    
	
		
			
			
	
		
			
			
				Discover content

					Journals A-Z
	Books A-Z


			

			
			
				Publish with us

					Publish your research
	Open access publishing


			

			
			
				Products and services

					Our products
	Librarians
	Societies
	Partners and advertisers


			

			
			
				Our imprints

					Springer
	Nature Portfolio
	BMC
	Palgrave Macmillan
	Apress


			

			
		

	



		
		
		
	
		
				
						
						
							Your privacy choices/Manage cookies
						
					
	
						
							Your US state privacy rights
						
						
					
	
						
							Accessibility statement
						
						
					
	
						
							Terms and conditions
						
						
					
	
						
							Privacy policy
						
						
					
	
						
							Help and support
						
						
					


		
	
	
		
			
				
					
					3.89.251.25
				

				Not affiliated

			

		
	
	
		
			
		
	
	© 2024 Springer Nature




	






    