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Critics maintain that agent-based theories such as the one Michael Slote defends in Morals
From Motives: (i) violate the deontic axiom that “ought” implies “can”, (ii) cannot allow for
a person’s doing the right thing for the wrong reason, and (iii) do not yield clear verdicts in
a number of cases involving “conflicting motives” and “motivational over-determination”.
In the first article of this issue Daniel Doviak develops a new agent-based theory of right
action designed to avoid the problems presented for Slote’s view. Doviak’s alternative view
makes morally right action a matter of expressing an optimal balance of virtue over vice
and hence commands agents in each situation to improve their degree of excellence to the
greatest extent possible. Doviak thereby assumes a fairly neutral account of virtues and
vices which are defined by direct appeal to aretaic properties like excellence (or
admirability) and deficiency (or deplorability), respectively.

In the second article, Scott Hill develops a theological account of intrinsic value based
on Robert Merrihew Adams’ Finite and Infinite Goods. Adams’ theory departs from the
traditional view in that (i) intrinsic is relational, (ii) only intrinsic goodness is, and (iii) the
extrinsic value of an object can alter that object’s intrinsic value. Hills argues why Adams’
theory of intrinsic value is interesting, situates his theory within the broader literature on
intrinsic value, and draws attention to some of its revisionist features. Next he states the
theory, raises some problems for it, and refines it in light of those problems. Then he
illustrates how the refined theory works by showing that it has the resources to deal with
some seemingly formidable objections.

In her article, Amy Mullin explores what makes children worthy of moral consideration,
by looking to the way children, especially children with severe intellectual disabilities have
functioned in what Jan Narveson has dubbed the ‘argument from marginal cases’. She
discusses the main approaches to the moral consideration of children which agree that the
potential of children is morally considerable, but disagree as to whether and why children
with intellectual disabilities are morally considerable. These approaches explore the moral
significance of intellectual capacities, species membership, the capacity for welfare, and the
interests of others. Mullin argues that relationships characterized by reciprocity of care are
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morally valuable, that both the potential to be in such relationships and the actuality of
being in them are morally valuable, and that many children with significant intellectual
disabilities have this potential.

Derek Parfit maintains that in contrast to egalitarianism, prioritarianism—the view that it
is morally more important to benefit the people who are worse off—escapes the levelling
down objection. In opposition to Parfit, Ingmar Persson has argued in this journal (2008)
that prioritarianism is also vulnerable to the levelling down objection – and, indeed, to
related, more serious objections which egalitarianism avoids. His argument is based upon a
claim that he has argued for in a previous article published in this journal (2001). The
argument holds that, like egalitarianism, prioritarianism is committed to the existence of an
impersonal value, a value which is not a value for somebody. Prioritarianism is committed
to this value because it claims that bestowing a benefit upon somebody who is worse off
rather than upon somebody better off makes the outcome (morally) better. But this outcome
is not better for somebody (the worse-off) than the other outcome would be for someone
else (the better-off), since the benefit, being the same, is as good for one as for the other. In
his contribution to this issue, Persson goes into objections to his view, from, a.o., Thomas
Porter (this journal, 2010).

Most people’s careers involve a great deal of subservient activity that would prevent the
kind of control over agents’ actions that autonomy would seem to require. Yet, it would,
according to James Rocha, seem strange to deny autonomy to every agent who regularly
follows orders at work—to do so would make autonomy a futile ideal. In his article, Rocha
states that most contemporary autonomy accounts fail to distinguish agents who sufficiently
control their lives, in spite of limited subservience, according to their own standards, from
agents for whom subservience precludes a fulfilling life. Rocha suggests that the solution
lies in a return to goal-oriented autonomy accounts, which can use the goal to distinguish
when subservience overwhelms autonomy from when subservience and autonomy can
coexist. He presents an account that anchors autonomy in the happiness that it provides for
agents who sufficiently control their lives as determined by their more important prudential
standards. On this account, agents in subservient careers can be autonomous if they
determine how to make their careers consistent with their happiness.

In the last article, J. David Velleman and Herlinde Pauer-Studer discuss some
implications of the Holocaust for moral philosophy. With Hannah Arendt, they ask how
someone like Adolf Eichmann who claimed to be following the Categorical Imperative, and
who seemed to understand it, nevertheless has become a leading perpetrator of monstrous
crimes. More generally, how could ordinary people participate in those crimes when they
had been brought up under the assumption, as Arendt states, that morality explains itself.
The explanation Velleman and Pauer-Studer offer is that these perpetrators mischaracterized
their situations and consequently misinterpreted and misapplied the guidelines of their
conventional morality. Even if fundamental principles remain intact in their abstract form,
there can still be a moral inversion such as Arendt describes. Abstract principles must be
given a socially relevant interpretation, and they must then be applied by agents with
socially inculcated habits of moral perception. It was at these stages that things went wrong
in the Third Reich. Velleman and Pauer-Studer explore this thesis in application to several
front-line perpetrators who maintained false moral self-conceptions. They conclude that
more than abstract moral reasoning is required to correct such distortions.

258 A.W. Musschenga, R. Heeger


	Editorial


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (ISO Coated v2 300% \050ECI\051)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Perceptual
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /sRGB
  /DoThumbnails true
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /Warning
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 150
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.40
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 1.30
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 10
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 10
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /Warning
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 150
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.40
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 1.30
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 10
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 10
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 600
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /Warning
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 600
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e5c4f5e55663e793a3001901a8fc775355b5090ae4ef653d190014ee553ca901a8fc756e072797f5153d15e03300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc87a25e55986f793a3001901a904e96fb5b5090f54ef650b390014ee553ca57287db2969b7db28def4e0a767c5e03300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020d654ba740020d45cc2dc002c0020c804c7900020ba54c77c002c0020c778d130b137c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor weergave op een beeldscherm, e-mail en internet. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for on-screen display, e-mail, and the Internet.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /DEU <FEFF004a006f0062006f007000740069006f006e007300200066006f00720020004100630072006f006200610074002000440069007300740069006c006c0065007200200037000d00500072006f006400750063006500730020005000440046002000660069006c0065007300200077006800690063006800200061007200650020007500730065006400200066006f00720020006f006e006c0069006e0065002e000d0028006300290020003200300031003000200053007000720069006e006700650072002d005600650072006c0061006700200047006d006200480020>
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToRGB
      /DestinationProfileName (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
      /DestinationProfileSelector /UseName
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing false
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [595.276 841.890]
>> setpagedevice


