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Toni Rønnow-Rasmussen was Associate Editor of our journal since 2005. Unfortunately, he
decided to give up his job because he could no longer find the time to do his editorial work
as he thought it should be done. The reason why he leaves characterises Toni as we have
come to know him: a serious and dedicated worker. We are very grateful to him. His place
will be taken by someone not unfamiliar to Toni: Björn Petersson, Toni’s direct colleague at
Lund University. Logi Gunnarson served our journal as a Book Review Editor since 2008.
He also had to leave our team because of an accumulation of work. Many thanks also to
Logi. His successor is Andreas Vieth of Munster University.

The first contribution of this issue deals with autonomy. Autonomy, its nature, and its
conditions, is undoubtedly one of the most discussed subjects in ethics. According to
Claudia Blöser, Aron Schöpf and Marcus Willaschek, an important condition for autonomy
has been neglected in the literature: the capacity to critically reflect on one’s desires,
preferences and values in the light of new experiences. Experience is not just information, it
is information acquired by direct, first-personal cognitive contact with the world.
Experiences are a more powerful challenge to habits and values than information.

The next two contributions are on virtue ethics. Many virtue ethicists defend the
following account of right action (VR): An action A is right for S in circumstances C if and
only if a fully virtuous agent would characteristically do A in C. According to Frans
Svensson, there are serious objections to VR. These take the form of counter-examples in
which we are confronted with cases where less than fully virtuous persons would be acting
rightly in doing something that no fully virtuous agent would characteristically do in the
circumstances. He presents four such counter-examples to VR, and proceeds to consider
various proposals for how to revise VR in order to avoid these counter-examples. He argues
that in so far as the revised accounts really manage to steer clear of all the counter-examples
to VR, they instead fall prey to other damaging objections.

Does Aristotle’s ethics encourage a dismissive attitude toward moral disagreement, as
several eminent critics have argued? After exploring the features of the Aristotelian account
that explain these criticism, Bridget Clarke points to other features overlooked by those
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critics. McDowell says that stress on the appreciation of the particular is a way to register
the enormous difficulty of seeing ethical reality clearly; at the same time it is a way of
encouraging humility. Hursthouse endorses that view. Adherents of the Aristotelian account
of the primacy of the particular are well aware of the difficulty and fallibility of our moral
judgements, which is often responsible for moral disagreement.

Many philosophers have found it obvious that pleasure and pain come in measurable
quantities, and that these quantities are of central importance to morality. Several
philosophers have presented or felt compelled to respond to arguments for the conclusion
that it is false. One important class of these arguments concerns the use of numbers to
represent aggregates of pleasure and pain. If pleasure and pain were measurable quantities,
then, by definition, it would be possible to perform various mathematical and statistical
operations on numbers representing amounts of them. In his contribution, Justin Klocksiem
presents, explains, and rebuts several of the most interesting and significant instances of this
type of argument in an effort to show that, in general, it is specious. Along the way, he
explains his reasons for thinking that pleasure and pain are amenable to interval
measurement.

The issue continues with two contributions on themes within political philosophy. The
first is by W. Julian Korab-Karpowicz. There is, he says, a grave poverty problem all
around the globe. There is massive cross-border crime. There are environmental challenges,
such as pollution and shortage of water and global warming. These states of affair
necessitate a new positive world transformation. Korab-Karpowicz argues that the new
positive world transformation needs a Global Solidarity movement and that this movement
can take lessons from Poland’s Solidarity of the 1980s. It should not be grounded in any
ideology, but in inclusive values that do not divide but can potentially unite all human
beings, and these are derived from basic human needs. In short, Global Solidarity should be
based on what he calls the ‘righteousness of life.’ It can be achieved if there is a growing
recognition of what is right for life and a growing interest in protecting and enhancing life.

The second contribution in the area of political philosophy, by Patti Tamara Lenard,
deals with the moral legitimacy of protests by immigrants within western democratic
countries who are dissatisfied with their status in the host community and who object to the
ways in which various laws and practices have proved to be obstacles to their full
integration. Because immigrants, upon entering, have consented to abide by the rules and
regulations of the host country, it might be thought that they are under a special duty to
abide by the laws of their host country. Lenard evaluates whether immigrants are indeed
under such a special duty. She argues that there are limits to what can be demanded of and
by immigrants as well as of and by host communities. In the final part she suggests
principles that help to evaluate the motivations of immigrant protestors, as well as that help
guide their actions, when they believe that the community they have joined is treating them
unjustly.

The issue closes with a contribution by Aaron Smuts on ethical criticism of humor.
Smuts distinguishes three to the ethical criticism of humor: 1) attitude-based theories, 2)
merited-response theories, and 3) emotional responsibility theories. First, he sets himself to
showing the limitations of the attitudinal endorsement theory by presenting new criticisms
of Ronald de Sousa’s position. Then, he turns to assess the strengths of the other two
approaches, showing that that their major formulations implicitly require the problematic
attitudinal endorsement theory. He argues for an effects-mediated responsibility theory,
holding that the strongest ethical criticism that can be made of our sense of humor is that it
might indicate some omission on our part. This omission could only be culpable in so far as
a particular joke could do harm to oneself or others.

238 A.W. Musschenga, R. Heeger


	Editorial


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (ISO Coated v2 300% \050ECI\051)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Perceptual
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /sRGB
  /DoThumbnails true
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /Warning
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 150
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.40
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 1.30
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 10
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 10
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /Warning
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 150
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.40
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 1.30
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 10
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 10
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 600
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /Warning
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 600
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e5c4f5e55663e793a3001901a8fc775355b5090ae4ef653d190014ee553ca901a8fc756e072797f5153d15e03300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc87a25e55986f793a3001901a904e96fb5b5090f54ef650b390014ee553ca57287db2969b7db28def4e0a767c5e03300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020d654ba740020d45cc2dc002c0020c804c7900020ba54c77c002c0020c778d130b137c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor weergave op een beeldscherm, e-mail en internet. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for on-screen display, e-mail, and the Internet.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /DEU <FEFF004a006f0062006f007000740069006f006e007300200066006f00720020004100630072006f006200610074002000440069007300740069006c006c0065007200200037000d00500072006f006400750063006500730020005000440046002000660069006c0065007300200077006800690063006800200061007200650020007500730065006400200066006f00720020006f006e006c0069006e0065002e000d0028006300290020003200300031003000200053007000720069006e006700650072002d005600650072006c0061006700200047006d006200480020>
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToRGB
      /DestinationProfileName (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
      /DestinationProfileSelector /UseName
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing false
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [595.276 841.890]
>> setpagedevice


