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                    Abstract
Even without the protection of the state and courts, illegal drug markets are generally peaceable. However occasionally specific markets exhibit high levels of violence. This essay examines the sources that might generate such violence, some internal to organizations (successional and disciplinary), some between organizations (territorial or transactional) and others between drug dealers and the state or its representatives. Particular attention is given to the extremely high rates of killing in the high level Mexican drug markets in 2007–2008 and what motivates the variety of targeted victims, including innocent parties and corrupt officials. The other episode examined in detail is the US crack market in the 1980s. The emphasis here is on the youth of the participants, the value of the drug itself and the intensity of law enforcement.
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                    Notes
	The bookmaking business has certainly generated written records; but that is more central to the business itself, which involves the extension of credit and usually numerous near-simultaneous transactions between any one buyer and seller.


	A recent paper by Levitt and Venkatesh [15] on prostitution in Chicago mentions the role of pimps in protecting women against violence from customers (while inflicting some themselves) but generally suggests it is at the margins of the activity and not an element of competition.


	There are occasional reports of systemic violence. For example, in the District of Columbia in the late 1990s it was reported that some street gangs were in violent disputes over the marijuana market [14].


	Smith and Varese [23] model the use of coercive violence in markets for Mafia extortion; the model can be applied to intra-organizational violence as well.


	Colombia witnessed almost civil war in the late 1980s, when the Medellin cartel, whose principal business was the export of cocaine, launched a frontal attack on the national government, assassinating the leading presidential candidate in 1989 [26]. That incident followed a long series of killings with a variety of participants and officials as victims. The fight against the state, which is what has attracted most attention, is marginal to the discussion here since it was clearly intended to reduce the risks of traffickers and was characterized by more collaboration than competition among traffickers.


	The term “cartel” is standard in reporting on Mexican drug trafficking, just as it was for the Cali “cartel” and the Medellin “cartel” in the 1980s. In neither country is it accurate. There is no evidence of an ability to set prices or to exclude entrants. These are best thought of as syndicates, in which a number of otherwise autonomous entrepreneurs often collaborate on specific ventures.


	For example population surveys show low use rates among high school students compared to the United States while there are no indications of a large treatment demand for cocaine, heroin or methamphetamine dependence.


	The United States Department of State [27] reported 83 extraditions to the U.S. in 2007, an increase of 20 over the prior year.


	This is not the paper in which to offer a detailed explanation of this claim. For evidence of the decline from 1988 to 2000, see ONDCP [18].


	For example, two grenades were thrown into a crowd in the capital of Michacoa; this was interpreted as an effort by drug dealers to deter the army [3].


	According to Parra [20] seven Mexican journalists were killed between October 2006 and April 2007, presumably by drug dealers and their associates.


	“[Mexico federal police] commissioner, Edgar Millan Gomez, was shot to death outside his home in May [2008]. Investigators have said that Millan Gomez's crackdown on drug trafficking at the airport may have led to his murder.” [24]


	For example, one note stated “We could [sic] give a damn about the federal government and this is proof” [19].


	For example, consider the age distribution of patients entering treatment with smoked cocaine (crack) as the principal drug of abuse. In 1992, 30% were aged 26–30; by 2005 this group had fallen to less than 10%. In contrast, the percentage over age 50 had risen from less than 5% to about 20%. [25]


	This statement reflects conversations with both researchers and officials in Mexico.
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