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                    Abstract
This essay considers 12 books of contemporary young adult fiction, published in the United States between 2000 and 2016, with plots directly related to rampage school shootings. It compares the shooters’ psychological types, ages, races, genders, roles, motives and the narrative points of view in the books with dominant cultural scripts for rampage school shootings and explains how the fictional texts confirm, critique, or extend these scripts.
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                    Notes
	Rampage school shootings are defined as those where the shooting (1) took place on school grounds or at a school event; (2) claimed two or more victims; (3) was conducted by a student or students enrolled at, or recently enrolled at, the targeted school; and 4) targeted at least some victims at random (Newman et al., 2004). Following this definition, books in which only a single targeted revenge killing and the suicide of the shooter were planned and/or carried out, such as Forgive Me, Leonard Peacock (Quick, 2012), were not considered. Books written for adults, such as We Need to Talk About Kevin (Shriver, 2003), Nineteen Minutes (Picoult, 2008), Project X: A Novel (Shepard, 2005), or Hey Nostradamus! (Coupland, 2004) were also excluded from the analysis (for a recent analysis of texts like these, see Linder, 2014 or Phipps, 2015). Books where adult perpetrators took a class hostage, such as The Taking of Room 114 (Glenn, 1997), were not analyzed either.


	Additional criteria for selection included having a plot directly related to a rampage school shooting (as defined by Newman et al., 2004), classified as PZ (Fiction and juvenile belles lettres) by the Library of Congress classification system, and still in print.


	The texts were evaluated using inductive content analysis, a qualitative research methodology, to look for representations of both shooter and shooting characteristics across the texts (Krippendorff, 2013; Schreier, 2012; Zhang and Wildemuth, 2009). In particular, researchers were using a cultural scripts lens, for critical content analysis (Galda et al., 2000; Beach et al., 2009). Books were coded by both researchers according to evidence related to shooters’ psychological types, demographics, motives, and narrative points of view. Variations in coding were resolved through consensus.


	For the full lyrics, see https://genius.com/Boomtown-rats-i-dont-like-mondays-lyrics.


	Later evidence has suggested that psychopathy and psychosis demonstrated by shooters may have been greater contributing factors in some cases (Langman, 2009, 2015; Wegner, 2016).


	There is some evidence that most shooters communicate their intentions to peers or others prior to a shooting. “In more than half the cases, multiple people knew about the attack prior to its occurring” (Borum et al., 2010, p. 31). Schools have been using this information to attempt to avert the violence before it occurs.


	Mockingbird (Erskine, 2010) is the only one in the sample that included younger students.


	It is proposed to have been the pattern of the Columbine shooters (Cullen, 2004, 2010).


	Documentary novels present multiple text types (such as letters, photos, newspaper articles, transcripts of interviews, school assignments, diaries, text messages, television broadcast transcripts, accounts, legal statements, police reports, etcetera) with plot content in a non-linear structure, which is then pieced together by the reader into some type of a cohesive narrative.


	According to the songwriter, Mark Foster, “The song is an amazing platform to have a conversation with your kids about something that shouldn't be ignored, to talk about it in a loving way” (Barker, 2011, n.p.).


	For full lyrics, see https://genius.com/Foster-the-people-pumped-up-kicks-lyrics.
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