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                    Abstract
The glial cell line-derived neurotrophic factor (GDNF) potential as a therapeutic agent for the treatment of Parkinson’s Disease (PD) has been extensively explored. However, the mechanism of the GDNF neuroprotective effects is still unclear. In this study, the neuroprotective mechanism of the GDNF in the PD cellular models, which was obtained by the 6-hydroxydopamine (6-OHDA)-induced dopaminergic (DA) cell line MN9D damage was investigated by microarray. Interestingly, 54 constitutively increased or decreased genes were detected, 17 of which have not been reported previously. The expression of 5 up-regulated and 5 down-regulated genes which displayed the most obvious changes compared to the no GDNF treatment cells and was previously proven to be related to cell survival  was validated by real-time PCR and western blot. Moreover, the up-regulated gene Ager and down-regulated gene Ccnl2 which were related to the PI-3K/Akt signaling pathway, but not researched in the neuron-cells, were investigated by overexpression and RNA interference. Overexpression of Ager or knockdown the expression of Ccnl2 decreased the damage to MN9D cells caused by 6-OHDA and reduced their apoptosis. All these results suggested that the protective effects of the GDNF on the 6-OHDA damaged MN9D cells could be understood by enhancing the expression of the apoptosis inhibiting genes and decreasing the expression of the apoptosis promoting genes. Thus, this study might provide a number of specific candidates and potential targets to investigate the protective mechanism of GDNF in DA neurons.
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