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                    Abstract
Even though it is documented that sex trafficking of male minors occurs, limited research has focused on this type of commercial sexual exploitation. Data was collected via telephone interviews from 323 professionals who worked with at-risk youth and/or crime victims/offenders in all counties in a mostly rural state in the U.S. Half of the respondents had worked with at least one victim of child sex trafficking, and of these 161 respondents, 57.8% had worked with at least one male victim. To contextualize the data on male minor victims, quantitative analysis was conducted comparing the close-ended and themes identified in open-ended responses of professionals who reported they worked exclusively with male victims (n = 26) versus professionals who worked exclusively with female victims (n = 81) to examine how sex trafficking of male minors may differ or be similar to sex trafficking of female minors. Many similarities in victims’ vulnerability factors, the systems victims encountered, and their greatest needs were found by gender. Familial sex trafficking was one of the typical pathways into commercial sexual exploitation for minors. There were some differences in the pathways in sex trafficking by gender. There is a need for greater awareness, training, and resource-building for identifying and appropriately responding to male minors who are trafficked in commercial sex.



                    
    


                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                    
                                    
                                        This is a preview of subscription content, log in via an institution
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                     to check access.
                                

                            

                        

                        
                            
                                
                                    Access this article

                                    
                                        
                                            
                                                
                                                    Log in via an institution
                                                    
                                                        
                                                    
                                                
                                            

                                        
                                    
                                    
                                        
 
 
  
   
    
     
     
      Buy article PDF USD 39.95
     

    

    Price excludes VAT (USA)

     Tax calculation will be finalised during checkout.

    Instant access to the full article PDF.

   

  

  
 

 
  
   
    Rent this article via DeepDyve
     
      
     

   

  

  
 


                                    

                                    
                                        Institutional subscriptions
                                            
                                                
                                            
                                        

                                    

                                

                            
                        

                        
                            
                        

                    

                    
                        
                    


                    
                        
                            
                                
        
            
                Similar content being viewed by others

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    

                                
                                
                                    
                                        Practitioners’ Perspectives of Family Involved Sex Trafficking of Minors: Implications for Practice
                                        
                                    

                                    
                                        Article
                                        
                                         26 September 2023
                                    

                                

                                Andrea J. Nichols, Melissa Oberstaedt, … Kourtney Gilbert

                            
                        

                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    

                                
                                
                                    
                                        Familial Sex Trafficking of Minors: Trafficking Conditions, Clinical Presentation, and System Involvement
                                        
                                    

                                    
                                        Article
                                        
                                         13 February 2018
                                    

                                

                                Ginny Sprang & Jennifer Cole

                            
                        

                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    

                                
                                
                                    
                                        Entry, Progression, Exit, and Service Provision for Survivors of Sex Trafficking: Implications for Effective Interventions
                                        
                                    

                                    
                                        Article
                                        
                                         22 March 2014
                                    

                                

                                Gretchen Clark Hammond & Mandy McGlone

                            
                        

                    
                

            
        
            
        
    
                            
                        
                    

                    

                    

                    References
	Azaola, E. (2000). Boy and girl victims of sexual exploitation in Mexico. Mexico City: United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF). Retrieved June 2, 2016 from http://www.sp2.upenn.edu/restes/Mexico_Final_Report_001015.pdf.

	Bletzer, K. (2005). Sex workers in agricultural areas: Their drugs, their children. Culture, Health & Sexuality, 7(6), 543–555.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Bortel, A., Ellingen, M., Ellison, M. C., Phillips, R., & Thomas, C. (2008). Sex trafficking needs assessment for the state of Minnesota. Minneapolis, MN: The Advocates for Human Rights.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Boxill, N. A., & Richardson, D. J. (2005). A community’s response to the sex trafficking of children. The Link: Connecting Juvenile Justice and Child Welfare, 3(1), 3–9.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Brewster, Z. W. (2003). Behavioral and interactional patterns of strip club patrons: Tipping techniques and club attendance. Deviant Behavior, 24(3), 221–243.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Chase, E., & Statham, J. (2004). The commercial sexual exploitation of children and young people: An overview of key literature and data. London: Thomas Coram Research Unit, Institute of Education, University of London.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Clawson, H. J., Dutch, N., Solomon, A., & Grace, L. G. (2009a). Human trafficking into and within the United States: A review of the literature. Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. Retrieved February 20, 2010 from http://aspe.hhs.gov/hsp/07/HumanTrafficking.

	Clawson, H. J., Dutch, N., Solomon, A., & Grace, L. G. (2009b). Study of HHS programs serving human trafficking victims. Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Planning and Evaluation.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Cole, J., & Anderson, E. (2013). Sex trafficking of minors in Kentucky. Lexington, KY: University of Kentucky, Center on Drug and Alcohol Research, Center on Trauma and Children. Retrieved September 9, 2013 from http://www.cdar.uky.edu/CoerciveControl/docs/Sex%20Trafficking%20of%20Minors%20in%20KY.pdf.

	Cole, J., & Sprang, G. (2015). Sex trafficking of minors in metropolitan, micropolitan, and rural communities. Child Abuse & Neglect, 40, 113–123.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Creswell, J. W. (2003). Research design: Qualitative, quantitative, and mixed methods approaches (2nd edn.). Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage Publications.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Cunningham, J. B., & McCrum-Gardner, E. (2007). Power, effect and sample size using GPower: Practical issues for researchers and members of research ethics committees. Evidence Based Midwifery, 5(4), 132–136.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Curtis, R., Terry, K., Dank, M., Dombrowski, K., & Khan, B. (2008). The commercial sexual exploitation of children in New York City. Final reported submitted to the National Institute of Justice. The CSEC population in New York City: Size, characteristics, and needs (NCJ 225083), Vol 1, New York: Center for Court Innovation and John Jay College of Criminal Justice. Retrieved January 21, 2010 from https://www.ncjrs.gov/pdffiles1/nij/grants/225083.pdf.

	Edwards, J. M., Iritani, B. J., & Hallfors, D. D. (2005). Prevalence and correlates of exchanging sex for drugs or money among adolescents in the United States. Sexually Transmitted Infections, 82(5), 354–358.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Estes, R. J., & Weiner, N. A. (2001). The commercial sexual exploitation of children in the U.S., Canada and Mexico. Philadelphia, PA: University of Pennsylvania School of Social Work, Center for the Study of Youth Policy.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Faul, F., Erdfelder, E., Lang, A. G., & Buchner, A. (2007). G*Power 3: A flexible statistical power analysis program for the social, behavioral, and biomedical sciences. Behavior Research Methods, 39, 175–191.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Fedina, L., Williamson, C., & Perdue, T. (2016). Risk factors for domestic child sex trafficking in the United States. Journal of Interpersonal Violence. https://doi.org/10.1177/0886260516662306.
Article 
    PubMed 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Finkelhor, D., & Ormrod, R. (2004). Child pornography: Patterns from NIBRS. Juvenile Justice Bulletin (NCJ 204911). Washington, DC: Office of Juvenile Justice & Delinquency Prevention. Retrieved January 29, 2010 from https://www.ncjrs.gov/pdffiles1/ojjdp/204911.pdf.

	Fong, R., & Cardoso, J. B. (2010). Child human trafficking victims: Challenges for the child welfare system. Evaluation and Program Planning, 33, 311–316.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Friedman, S. (2013). And boys too: An ECPAT-USA discussion paper about the lack of recognition of the commercial sexual exploitation of boys in the United States. Brooklyn, NY: End Child Prostitution and Trafficking (ECPAT-USA).

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Gibbs, D., Walters, J. L. H., Lutnick, A., Miller, S., & Kluckman, M. (2014). Evaluation of services for domestic minor victims of human trafficking final report. Research Triangle Park, NC: RTI International. Retrieved May 5, 2017 from https://www.ncjrs.gov/pdffiles1/nij/grants/248578.pdf.

	Gragg, F., Petta, I., Bernstein, H., Eisen, K., & Quinn, L. (2007). New York prevalence study of commercially sexually exploited children. Retrieved April 15, 2015 from http://www.ocfs.state.ny.us/main/reports/csec-2007.pdf.

	Institute of Medicine (IOM) & National Research Council (NRC). (2013). Confronting commercial sexual exploitation and sex trafficking of minors in the United States. Washington, DC: The National Academies Press.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	International Labour Organization. (2012). ILO global estimate of forced labour: Results and methodology. Geneva: International Labour Organization, Special Action Programme to Combat Forced Labour.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Lillywhite, R., & Skidmore, P. (2006). Boys are not sexually exploited? A challenge to practitioners. Child Abuse Review, 15(5), 351–361. https://doi.org/10.1002/car.952.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Lutnik, A. (2016). Domestic minor sex trafficking: Beyond victims and villains. New York, NY: Columbia University Press.
Book 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	McIntyre, S. (2009). Under the radar: The sexual exploitation of young men-Western Canadian Edition. Retrieved June 14, 2017 from http://www.humanservices.alberta.ca/documents/child-sexual-exploitation-under-the-radar-western-canada.pdf.

	Miles, M. B., & Huberman, A. M. (1994). An expanded sourcebook: Qualitative data analysis (2nd edn.). Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage Publications.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Mitchell, K., Moynihan, M., Pitcher, C., Francis, A., English, A., & Saewyc, E. (2017). Rethinking research on sexual exploitation of boys: Methodological challenges and recommendations to optimize future knowledge generation. Child Abuse & Neglect, 66, 142–151.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Mitchell, K. J., Finkelhor, D., & Wolak, J. (2010). Conceptualizing juvenile prostitution as child maltreatment: Findings from the National Juvenile Prostitution Study. Child Maltreatment, 15(1), 18–36.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Newton, P. J., Mulcahy, T. M., & Martin, S. E. (2008). Finding victims of human trafficking. (Doc. No. 224393). Washington, DC: U. S. Department of Justice.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Piening, S., & Cross, T. (2012). From “The Life” to my life: Sexually exploited children reclaiming their futures: Suffolk County Massachusetts’ response to commercial sexual exploitation of children (CSEC). Boston, MA: Children’s advocacy Center of Suffolk County.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Polaris Project. (2011). Comprehensive human trafficking assessment. Washington, DC: Polaris Project.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Polaris Project. (2013). Human trafficking trends in the United States: National Human Trafficking Resource Center 2007–2012. Washington, DC: Polaris Project.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Polaris Project. (2015). Sex trafficking in the U.S.: A closer look at U.S. citizen victims. Washington, DC: Polaris.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Raphael, J., & Ashley, J. (2010). Domestic sex trafficking of Chicago women and girls. Chicago: Illinois Criminal Justice Information Authority.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Reichert, J., & Sylwestrzak, A. (2013). National survey of residential programs for victims of sex trafficking. Chicago: The Illinois Criminal Justice Information Authority.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Reid, J. (2012). Exploratory review of route-specific, gendered, and age-graded dynamics of exploitation: Applying life course theory to victimization in sex trafficking in North America. Aggression and Violent Behavior, 17, 257–271.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Saewyc, E. M., MacKay, L. J., Anderson, J., & Drozda, C. (2008). It’s not what you think: Sexually exploited youth in British Columbia. Vancouver: University of British Columbia School of Nursing. Retrieved June 14, 2017 from http://www.nursing.ubc/ca/PDFs/ItsNotWhatYouThink.pdf.

	Shared Hope International. (2013). National Colloquium 2012 Final Report: An inventory and evaluation of the current shelter and services response to domestic minor sex trafficking. Vancouver, WA: Shared Hope International.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Shared Hope International. (2015). JuST Response Policy Paper: Eliminating the third party control barrier to identifying juvenile sex trafficking victims. Vancouver, WA: Shared Hope International.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Smith, L., Vardaman, S. H., & Snow, M. (2009). The national report on domestic minor sex trafficking: America’s prostituted children. Arlington, VA: Shared Hope International.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Spangenberg, M. (2001). Prostituted youth in New York City: An overview. End child prostitution, child pornography, and trafficking of children for sexual purposes. Brooklyn, NY: ECPAT-USA.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Trafficking and Violence Protection Act [TVPA] of 2000, P.L. 106–386, 114 Stat. 1464 (2000).

	Tyler, K., Hoyt, D. R., Whitbeck, L. B., & Cauce, A. (2001). The impact of childhood sexual abuse on later sexual victimization among runaway youth. Journal of Research on Adolescence, 11(2), 151–176.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	U.S. Department of Justice (2016). The National Strategy for Child Exploitation Prevention and Interdiction: Report to Congress, Retrieved April 12, 2017 from https://www.justice.gov/psc/file/842411/download.

	Walker, K. (2013). Ending the commercial sexual exploitation of children: A call for multi-system collaboration in California. Sacramento, CA: California Child Welfare Council.

                    Google Scholar 
                


Download references




Funding
This study was funded by a research support Grant from the University of Kentucky Office of the Vice President for Research.


Author information
Authors and Affiliations
	University of Kentucky Center on Drug & Alcohol Research, 333 Waller Avenue, Suite 480, Lexington, KY, 40504, USA
Jennifer Cole

	University of Kentucky Center on Trauma and Children, Lexington, KY, USA
Jennifer Cole


Authors	Jennifer ColeView author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMed Google Scholar





Corresponding author
Correspondence to
                Jennifer Cole.


Ethics declarations

              
              
                Conflict of interest

                The sole author declares that she has no conflict of interest.

              
              
                Ethical Approval

                All procedures performed in studies involving human participants were in accordance with the ethical standards of the institutional and/or national research committee and with the 1964 Helsinki declaration and its later amendments or comparable ethical standards.

              
              
                Informed Consent

                Informed consent was obtained from all individual participants included in the study.

              
            

Rights and permissions
Reprints and permissions


About this article
       



Cite this article
Cole, J. Service Providers’ Perspectives on Sex Trafficking of Male Minors: Comparing Background and Trafficking Situations of Male and Female Victims.
                    Child Adolesc Soc Work J 35, 423–433 (2018). https://doi.org/10.1007/s10560-018-0530-z
Download citation
	Published: 18 January 2018

	Issue Date: August 2018

	DOI: https://doi.org/10.1007/s10560-018-0530-z


Share this article
Anyone you share the following link with will be able to read this content:
Get shareable linkSorry, a shareable link is not currently available for this article.


Copy to clipboard

                            Provided by the Springer Nature SharedIt content-sharing initiative
                        


Keywords
	Youth
	Child
	Child maltreatment
	Commercial sexual exploitation of children
	Child welfare services/child protection
	Gender/sex differences








                    
                

            

            
                
                    

                    
                        
                            
    

                        

                    

                    
                        
                    


                    
                        
                            
                                
                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        Access this article


                                        
                                            
                                                
                                                    
                                                        Log in via an institution
                                                        
                                                            
                                                        
                                                    
                                                

                                            
                                        

                                        
                                            
 
 
  
   
    
     
     
      Buy article PDF USD 39.95
     

    

    Price excludes VAT (USA)

     Tax calculation will be finalised during checkout.

    Instant access to the full article PDF.

   

  

  
 

 
  
   
    Rent this article via DeepDyve
     
      
     

   

  

  
 


                                        

                                        
                                            Institutional subscriptions
                                                
                                                    
                                                
                                            

                                        

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                                
    
        Advertisement

        
        

    






                            

                            

                            

                        

                    

                
            

        

    
    
    


    
        
            Search

            
                
                    
                        Search by keyword or author
                        
                            
                            
                                
                                    
                                
                                Search
                            
                        

                    

                
            

        

    



    
        Navigation

        	
                    
                        Find a journal
                    
                
	
                    
                        Publish with us
                    
                
	
                    
                        Track your research
                    
                


    


    
	
		
			
			
	
		
			
			
				Discover content

					Journals A-Z
	Books A-Z


			

			
			
				Publish with us

					Publish your research
	Open access publishing


			

			
			
				Products and services

					Our products
	Librarians
	Societies
	Partners and advertisers


			

			
			
				Our imprints

					Springer
	Nature Portfolio
	BMC
	Palgrave Macmillan
	Apress


			

			
		

	



		
		
		
	
		
				
						
						
							Your privacy choices/Manage cookies
						
					
	
						
							Your US state privacy rights
						
						
					
	
						
							Accessibility statement
						
						
					
	
						
							Terms and conditions
						
						
					
	
						
							Privacy policy
						
						
					
	
						
							Help and support
						
						
					


		
	
	
		
			
				
					
					3.91.31.160
				

				Not affiliated

			

		
	
	
		
			
		
	
	© 2024 Springer Nature




	






    