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invasive ductal and lobular breast cancer: are they different entities?

Kadri Altundag1 

Received: 18 February 2023 / Accepted: 24 February 2023 / Published online: 28 February 2023 
© The Author(s), under exclusive licence to Springer Science+Business Media, LLC, part of Springer Nature 2023

Dear editor

I read with great interest the article by de Thill et al. [1] in 
which they presented prospective real-world data of patients 
with metastatic invasive lobular cancer (mILC) as compared 
to patients with metastatic invasive ductal cancer (mIDC) 
receiving systemic therapy in routine care in Germany. They 
concluded that ILC histopathology was not associated with 
a better clinical outcome in multivariate analysis, suggesting 
the need for more tailored treatment strategies for patients 
with the lobular subtype, despite patients with mILC pre-
senting with some favorable prognostic factors. However, 
the authors did not describe whether mILC is pure or mixed 
invasive ductal and lobular carcinoma (IDLC). Because 
some cases with mILC also carry features of (mIDC), the 
definition of cases with mILC may be important whether 
they are pure ILC or mixed IDLC [2]. Furthermore, one 
study compared the breast cancer patients ILC, IDC and 
mixed IDLC in terms of clinicopathological and treatment 
features, metastatic patterns and long-term survival. They 
suggest that IDLC may have a worse prognosis than IDC and 
ILC [3]. Taken all together, this issue should be clarified to 
get better comparison of mILC with mIDC.
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