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The Editor-in-Chief is issuing an editorial expres-
sion of concern for this article. Concerns were raised 
regarding the methodology of this study including: 
inconsistencies between the methods and figures leg-
ends regarding the application of PGRs, three RNA 
extractions for the replicates  from the same tissue 
rather than three extractions for different replicate 
cultures, and a lack of samples in Fig.  4 that would 
show that the embryogenesis would also not happen 
in non-transgenic explants. The authors were con-
tacted and have been given an opportunity to provide 
a full response to these concerns. Sergio L. Florez, 
Tina S. Lai and Wayne R. Curtis have not responded 
to any correspondence from the editor/publisher 
about this editorial expression of concern. The editor 

Morgan Shires and Sergio Florez have contributed equally 
to this work.

The original article can be found online at https:// doi. org/ 
10. 1007/ s10529- 017- 2404-4.
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