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                    Abstract

                For decades, overlapping territorial claims to the South China Sea have had a destabilizing effect in East and Southeast Asia, with broader implications beyond the region. Four ASEAN countries (Brunei, Malaysia, the Philippines, and Vietnam) are direct claimants in the South China Sea conflict. ASEAN’s role, as a regional organization, in facilitating peaceful resolution of these claims and maintaining stability is challenging because the conflict presents potentially divisive rifts among ASEAN members themselves. This paper explores ASEAN’s role in managing the South China Sea conflict by examining the actions of two non-claimant states that functioned as country coordinators for ASEAN–China relations from 2012 to 2018: Thailand and Singapore. The efforts of these two countries as honest brokers shed light on how ASEAN can deal with this ongoing crisis so as to ensure the organization’s ongoing effectiveness and sustain regional harmony. The concept of normative power is employed to explain the potential role of non-claimant states in conflict transformation.
              



                    
    


                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                    
                                    
                                        This is a preview of subscription content, log in via an institution
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                     to check access.
                                

                            

                        

                        
                            
                                
                                    Access this article

                                    
                                        
                                            
                                                
                                                    Log in via an institution
                                                    
                                                        
                                                    
                                                
                                            

                                        
                                    
                                    
                                        
 
 
  
   
    
     
     
      Buy article PDF USD 39.95
     

    

    Price excludes VAT (USA)

     Tax calculation will be finalised during checkout.

    Instant access to the full article PDF.

   

  

  
 

 
  
   
    Rent this article via DeepDyve
     
      
     

   

  

  
 


                                    

                                    
                                        Institutional subscriptions
                                            
                                                
                                            
                                        

                                    

                                

                            
                        

                        
                            
                        

                    

                    
                        
                    


                    
                        
                            
                                
        
            
                Similar content being viewed by others

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    [image: ]

                                
                                
                                    
                                        The Rise of China’s Soft Power
                                        
                                    

                                    
                                        Chapter
                                        
                                         © 2023
                                    

                                

                                
                            
                        

                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    [image: ]

                                
                                
                                    
                                        ASEAN’s responses to AUKUS: implications for strategic realignments in the Indo-Pacific
                                        
                                    

                                    
                                        Article
                                        
                                         27 November 2022
                                    

                                

                                Mingjiang Li

                            
                        

                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    [image: ]

                                
                                
                                    
                                        The United Nations Security Council: The Challenge of Reform
                                        
                                    

                                    
                                        Chapter
                                        
                                         © 2015
                                    

                                

                                
                            
                        

                    
                

            
        
            
        
    
                            
                        
                    

                    

                    

                    References
	Association of Southeast Asian Nations [ASEAN] (1992a) ASEAN Declaration on the South China Sea. Retrieved March 3, 2019, from https://cil.nus.edu.sg/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/1992-ASEAN-Declaration-on-the-South-China-Sea.pdf

	Association of Southeast Asian Nations [ASEAN] (1992b) Joint Communiqué for the 25th ASEAN Ministerial Meeting

	Association of Southeast Asian Nations [ASEAN] (1993) Joint Communiqué for the 26th ASEAN Ministerial Meeting

	Association of Southeast Asian Nations [ASEAN] (1994) Joint Communiqué for the 27th ASEAN Ministerial Meeting

	Association of Southeast Asian Nations [ASEAN] (1995a) Bangkok Summit Declaration

	Association of Southeast Asian Nations [ASEAN] (1995b) Chairman’s Statement of the 2nd Meeting of the ASEAN Regional Forum Joint communiqué for the 28th ASEAN Ministerial meeting

	Association of Southeast Asian Nations [ASEAN] (1995c) Joint Communiqué for the 28th ASEAN Ministerial Meeting

	Association of Southeast Asian Nations [ASEAN] (1996) Joint Communiqué for the 29th ASEAN Ministerial Meeting

	Association of Southeast Asian Nations [ASEAN] (2002) Declaration on the conduct of parties in the south China sea. Retrieved March 3, 2019, from https://asean.org/?static_post=declaration-on-the-conduct-of-parties-in-the-south-china-sea-2

	Association of Southeast Asian Nations [ASEAN] (2008) The ASEAN Charter. Retrieved March 3, 2019, from https://asean.org/storage/2012/05/3.-November-2019-The-ASEAN-Charter-27th-Reprint_rev-2711191.pdf

	Association of Southeast Asian Nations [ASEAN] (2012) Statement of the ASEAN Foreign Ministers. Retrieved March 3, 2019, from https://www.asean.org/wp-content/uploads/images/AFMs%20Statement%20on%206%20 Principles%20on%20SCS.pdf

	Association of Southeast Asian Nations [ASEAN] (2016) Overview of ASEAN-China Dialogue Relations. Retrieved March 3, 2019, from https://asean.org/?static_post=overview-asean-china-dialogue-relations

	Bateman S (2016) CUES and coast guards. East Asia forum. Retrieved March 3, 2019, from http://www.eastasiaforum.org/2016/10/07/cues-and-coast-guards/

	Beng KK (2016) China, ASEAN agree to examine S’pore proposal on South China Sea. The Straits Times. Retrieved March 3, 2019, from https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/east-asia/china-asean-agree-to-examine-spore-proposal-on-south-china-sea

	Chongkittavorn K (2013) Thailand as China coordinator: so far so good. National Multimedia. Retrieved March 3, 2019, from http://www.nationmultimedia.com/opinion/Thailand-as-China-coordinator-So-far-so-good-30220460.html

	Chongkittavorn K (2016) ASEAN’s Strategies after the PCA Decision. Presentation presented at International Workshop on The Legal Status of Islands and Rocks in International Law and Practice in the East Sea, Nha Trang. Cited in Thayer, C. A. (2016). ASEAN’S Long March to a Code of Conduct in the South China Sea. Maritime Issues. Retrieved March 3, 2019, from http://www.maritimeissues.com/uploaded/Carl%20Thayer_ASEAN%E2%80%99S%20Long%20March%20to%20a%20Code%20of%20Conduct%20in%20the%20South%20China%20Sea%20(2).pdf

	Chua D (2014) The South China Sea disputes: Singapore as an “honest broker”? RSIS commentary, no. 235. Retrieved March 23, 2019, from https://www.rsis.edu.sg/wp-content/uploads/2014/11/CO14235.pdf

	Daiss T (2015) Indonesia ups the ante in disputed South China Sea, oil and gas lurks in the background. Forbes. Retrieved march 3, 2019, from http://www.forbes.com/sites/timdaiss/2015/11/12/Indonesia-ups-the-ante-in-disputed-South-China-Sea-oil-and-gas-lurks-in-the-background/#404c31072815

	Deogracias CC (2017) The road to an ASEAN-China code of conduct in the South China Sea. ABS-CBN news. Retrieved March 3, 2019, from https://news.abs-cbn.com/focus/08/10/17/the-road-to-an-asean-china-code-of-conduct-in-the-south-china-sea

	Diez T, Manners I (2007) Reflecting on normative-power Europe. In: Berenskoetter F, Williams M (eds) Power in World Politics. Routledge, New York, pp 173–188

	Emmers R (2018) Personal interview.

	Global Security (2011) 2011 South China Sea Developments. Retrieved March 3, 2019, from https://www.globalsecurity.org/military/world/war/south-china-sea-2011.htm

	Haacke J (2005) ASEAN’s Diplomatic and Security Culture: Origins, Development and Prospects. Routledge, Oxon and New York

	Ho S (2016) ASEAN-China Relations: Key Junctures for Singapore as Country Coordinator. RSIS Commentary No. 105

	Hogan J (2015) Thailand’s role as ASEAN’s China coordinator 2012–2015. Thai World. Retrieved March 22, 2019, from http://www.thaiworld.org/enn/thailand_monitor/answera.php?question_id=1455

	Huang J, Jagtiani S (2015) Introduction: Unknotting Tangled Lines in the South China Sea Dispute. In: Huang J, Billo A (eds) Territorial Dispute in the South China Sea: Navigating Rough Waters. Palgrave Macmillan, pp 1–14

	Kingdom of Thailand, Ministry of Foreign Affairs (2014a) ASEAN Foreign Ministers’ Statement on the Current Developments in the South China Sea. Retrieved March 26, 2019, from http://www.mfa.go.th/main/en/media-center/14/45426-ASEAN-FOREIGN-MINISTERS%E2%80%99-STATEMENT-ON-THE%2D%2DCURRENT.html

	Kingdom of Thailand, Ministry of Foreign Affairs (2014b) ASEAN-China cooperation moves forward at the 8th ASEAN-China SOM. Retrieved March 25, 2019, from http://www.mfa.go.th/main/en/media-center/28/50886-ASEAN-China-cooperation-moves-forward-at-the-8th-A.html

	Kingdom of Thailand, Ministry of Foreign Affairs (2014c) The 17th ASEAN - China Summit (Press release). Retrieved March 3, 2019, from http://www.mfa.go.th/main/en/media-center/14/51285-The-17th-ASEAN%2D%2D-China-Summit.html

	Kingdom of Thailand, Ministry of Foreign Affairs (2014d) Joint Press Communique between the Government of the People’s Republic of China and the Government of the Kingdom of Thailand (Press release). Retrieved March 3, 2019, from http://www.mfa.go.th/main/en/media-center/14/52369-Joint-Press-Communique-between-the-Government-of-t.html

	Kingdom of Thailand, Ministry of Foreign Affairs (2014e) Department of ASEAN. Thailand to Host ASEAN-Cahina Senior Officials’ Meeting on the Implementation of the Declaration on the Conduct of Parties in the South China Sea (Press release). Retrieved March 3, 2019, from http://www.mfa.go.th/main/en/media-center/14/50708-Thailand-to-host-the-8th-ASEAN-China-Senior-Offici.html

	Kingdom of Thailand, Ministry of Foreign Affairs (2015) Department of ASEAN. The roles of Thailand as the country Coordinator for ASEAN-China Relations. Retrieved March 3, 2019, from http://www.mfa.go.th/asean/contents/files/partnership-20150119-170051-305202.pdf

	Lee H (2015) Conditions for partnership even better now (Interview by L. Zaobao). The Straits Times. Retrieved March 3, 2019, from https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/conditions-for-partnership-even-better-now

	Li M, Zhang H (2013) Singapore’s South China Sea policy: Implications for freedom and safety of navigation. Securing the Safety of Navigation in East Asia: Legal and Political Dimensions 171–188. https://doi.org/10.1016/b978-0-85,709-489-6.50009-4

	Liang CZ (2016) National day rally 2016: Singapore must stand by its own principles on South China Sea. The Straits Times. Retrieved March 20, 2019, from https://www.straitstimes.com/politics/national-day-rally-2016-singapore-must-stand-by-its-own-principles-on-south-china-sea

	Lockett H (2016) Timeline: South China Sea Dispute. Financial Times. Retrieved June 2, 2020, from https://www.ft.com/content/aa32a224-480e-11e6-8d68-72e9211e86ab

	Majumdar M (2015) The ASEAN Way of Conflict Management in the South China Sea. Strategic Analysis 39(1):73–87. https://doi.org/10.1080/09700161.2014.980545

	Manners I (2002) Normative Power Europe: A Contradiction in Terms? Journal of Common Market Studies 40(2):235–258. https://doi.org/10.1111/1468-5965.00353

	Manners I (2006) Normative power Europe reconsidered: Beyond the crossroads. Journal of European Public Policy 13(2):182–199. https://doi.org/10.1080/13501760500451600

	Manners I (2009) The Concept of Normative Power in World Politics. Danish Institute for International Studies. Retrieved June 2, 2020, from https://pure.diis.dk/ws/files/68745/B09_maj_Concept_Normative_Power_World_Politics.pdf

	Ong YK (2017) Looking ahead to 2018: Asean chairmanship poses a stern test for Singapore (Interview by Albert Wai). TODAYonline. Retrieved March 3, 2019, from https://www.todayonline.com/world/looking-ahead-2018-asean-chairmanship-poses-stern-test-singapore

	Pace M (2007) The Construction of EU Normative Power. JCMS: Journal of Common Market Studies 45(5):1041–1064. https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1468-5965.2007.00759.x

	Panda A (2016) ASEAN Foreign Ministers Issue, Then Retract Communique Referencing South China Sea. The Diplomat. Retrieved March 3, 2019, from https://thediplomat.com/2016/06/asean-foreign-ministers-issue-then-retract-communique-referencing-south-china-sea/

	Pitakdumrongkit K (2015) Coordinating the South China Sea Issue: Thailands Roles in the Code Of Conduct Development. International Relations of the Asia-Pacific 15(3):403–431. https://doi.org/10.1093/irap/lcv006

	Pitakdumrongkit K (2016) Managing ASEAN’s External Relations via the Country Coordinator: Lessons Learned from Thailand (Policy Report). RSIS. Retrieved March 3, 2019, from https://www.rsis.edu.sg/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/PR160222_Managing-ASEAN-External-Relations.pdf

	Puangketkeow S (2014) Inaugural Address. Address presented at International Conference on “China: Connectivity with the ASEAN Economic Community”. Retrieved March 3, 2019, from http://www.mfa.go.th/main/en/media-center/14/48827-Inaugural-Address-by-H.E.-Mr.-Sihasak-Puangketkeow.html

	Republic of Philippines, Department of Foreign Affairs (2013) ASEAN and China Launch Official Consultations on Code of Conduct in South China Sea; Phl Calls for Deliberate and Rules-Based Process in Moving Forward. Retrieved March 3, 2019, from https://www.dfa.gov.ph/index.php/2013-06-27-21-50-36/dfa-releases/783-asean-and-china-launch-official-consultations-on-code-of-conduct-in-south-china-sea-phl-calls-for-deliberate-and-rules-based-process-in-moving-forward

	Republic of Singapore, Ministry of Defence (2018) Inaugural ASEAN-China Maritime Exercise Enhances Confidence and Practical Cooperation (Press release). Retrieved March 3, 2019, from https://www.gov.sg/~/sgpcmedia/media_releases/mindef/press_release/P-20180601-4/attachment/Inaugural ASEAN-China Maritime Exercise Enhances Confidence and Practical Cooperation.pdf

	Roberts C (2017) The South China Sea: Beijing’s Challenge to ASEAN and UNCLOS and the Necessity of a New Multi-tiered Approach (Working Paper No. 307). RSIS. Retrieved March 3, 2019, from https://www.rsis.edu.sg/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/WP307.pdf

	Ropers N (2004) From Resolution to Transformation: The Role of Dialogue Projects. In: Wimmer A (ed) Facing Ethnic Conflict: Toward a New Realism. Rowman & Littlefield, New York and Oxford

	Sabillo KA (2015) Thai PM Vows Commitment to Code of Conduct on South China Sea Row. http://Inquirer.net. Retrieved March 3, 2019, from http://globalnation.inquirer.net/127834/thai-pm-vows-commitment-to-code-of-conduct-on-south-china-sea-row

	Severino R (2010) ASEAN and the South China Sea. Security Challenges 6(2):37–47. https://doi.org/10.2307/26459936

	Shanmugam K (2012) Minister for Foreign Affairs K Shanmugam’s Reply to Parliamentary Questions and Supplementary Questions (Speech). Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Singapore. Retrieved March 3, 2019, from https://www.mfa.gov.sg/content/mfa/overseasmission/asean/press_statements_ speeches/2012/201208/press_20120813.html

	Shanmugam K, Fu G, Zulkifli M (2015) Speech presented at Parliament during the Committee of Supply debate. Retrieved March 3, 2019, from https://www.mfa.gov.sg/content /mfa/overseasmission/geneva/press_statements_speeches/2015/201503/press_20150305.html

	Shinawatra Y (2012) Thai Prime Minister Yingluck Shinawatra’s Remarks on Economic Development in the Asia-Pacific Region. Asia Society. Retrieved March 3, 2019, from https://asiasociety.org/new-york/yingluck-shinawatra-moving-forward-asia-pacific-century

	Storey I (2017) Assessing the ASEAN-China Framework for the Code of Conduct for the South China Sea. ISEAS Perspective 62

	Teo C (2017) New Initiatives to Deepen Singapore-China Friendship (Interview by Xinhuanet). Ministry of Foreign Affairs Singapore. Retrieved March 3, 2019, from https://www.mfa.gov.sg/Newsroom/Press-Statements-Transcripts-and-Photos/2017/02/DPM-Teo-Chee-Heans-Written-Interview-with-Xinhuanet-26-February-2017-New-Initiatives-to-Deepen-Singa

	Thayer CA (2016) ASEAN’S Long March to a Code of Conduct in the South China Sea. Maritime Issues. Retrieved March 3, 2019, from http://www.maritimeissues.com/uploaded/Carl%20Thayer_ASEAN%E2%80%99S%20Long%20March%20to%20a%20Code%20of%20Conduct%20in%20the%20South%20China%20Sea%20(2).pdf

	Tovichakchaikul S (2013) Opening Remarks. Speech presented at The High-Level Forum on 10th Anniversary of ASEAN-China Strategic Partnership, Bangkok. Retrieved March 3, 2019, from http://m.mfa.go.th/main/contents/files/media-center-20130809-142850-500201.pdf

	Wang Y (2017) Wang Yi Talks about the COC Consultation: Countries outside the Region Are not Expected to Meddle in. Ministry of Foreign Affairs the People’s Republic of China. Retrieved March 22, 2019, from http://www.chinaembassy.or.th/eng/zgyw/t1483459.htm

	Weatherbee DE (2009) International Relations in Southeast Asia: The Struggle for Autonomy (2nd ed.). Lanham, MD: Rowman & Littlefield

	Wong C (2018) Chinese Diplomat Tells Singapore to Stay Out of South China Sea Disputes. Retrieved March 3, 2019, from https://www.scmp.com/news/china/diplomacy-defence/article/2004638/china-urges-singapore-not-interfere-south-china-sea

	Woon W (2016) The ASEAN Charter: A Commentary. Singapore: NUS Press, National University of Singapore


Download references




Acknowledgments
This research was supported by a grant from the Korea Foundation to Chulalongkorn University (2017-2018) for a project entitled “The Role of Thailand and South Korea in the South China Sea Conflict: A Comparative Perspective.”


Author information
Authors and Affiliations
	Centre of Excellence on Resource Politics for Social Development, Centre for Social Development Studies Faculty of Political Science, Chulalongkorn University, Bangkok, Thailand
K. Cheeppensook


Authors	K. CheeppensookView author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMed Google Scholar





Corresponding author
Correspondence to
                K. Cheeppensook.


Additional information
Publisher’s note
Springer Nature remains neutral with regard to jurisdictional claims in published maps and institutional affiliations.


Rights and permissions
Reprints and permissions


About this article
[image: Check for updates. Verify currency and authenticity via CrossMark]       



Cite this article
Cheeppensook, K. ASEAN in the South China Sea conflict, 2012–2018: A lesson in conflict transformation from normative power Europe.
                    Int Econ Econ Policy 17, 747–764 (2020). https://doi.org/10.1007/s10368-020-00477-z
Download citation
	Published: 04 July 2020

	Issue Date: July 2020

	DOI: https://doi.org/10.1007/s10368-020-00477-z


Share this article
Anyone you share the following link with will be able to read this content:
Get shareable linkSorry, a shareable link is not currently available for this article.


Copy to clipboard

                            Provided by the Springer Nature SharedIt content-sharing initiative
                        


Keywords
	ASEAN
	South China Sea
	Normative power Europe

JEL codes
	Y80








                    
                

            

            
                
                    

                    
                        
                            
    

                        

                    

                    
                        
                    


                    
                        
                            
                                
                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        Access this article


                                        
                                            
                                                
                                                    
                                                        Log in via an institution
                                                        
                                                            
                                                        
                                                    
                                                

                                            
                                        

                                        
                                            
 
 
  
   
    
     
     
      Buy article PDF USD 39.95
     

    

    Price excludes VAT (USA)

     Tax calculation will be finalised during checkout.

    Instant access to the full article PDF.

   

  

  
 

 
  
   
    Rent this article via DeepDyve
     
      
     

   

  

  
 


                                        

                                        
                                            Institutional subscriptions
                                                
                                                    
                                                
                                            

                                        

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                                
    
        Advertisement

        
        

    






                            

                            

                            

                        

                    

                
            

        

    
    
    


    
        
            Search

            
                
                    
                        Search by keyword or author
                        
                            
                            
                                
                                    
                                
                                Search
                            
                        

                    

                
            

        

    



    
        Navigation

        	
                    
                        Find a journal
                    
                
	
                    
                        Publish with us
                    
                
	
                    
                        Track your research
                    
                


    


    
	
		
			
			
	
		
			
			
				Discover content

					Journals A-Z
	Books A-Z


			

			
			
				Publish with us

					Publish your research
	Open access publishing


			

			
			
				Products and services

					Our products
	Librarians
	Societies
	Partners and advertisers


			

			
			
				Our imprints

					Springer
	Nature Portfolio
	BMC
	Palgrave Macmillan
	Apress


			

			
		

	



		
		
		
	
		
				
						
						
							Your privacy choices/Manage cookies
						
					
	
						
							Your US state privacy rights
						
						
					
	
						
							Accessibility statement
						
						
					
	
						
							Terms and conditions
						
						
					
	
						
							Privacy policy
						
						
					
	
						
							Help and support
						
						
					


		
	
	
		
			
				
					
					3.237.17.92
				

				Not affiliated

			

		
	
	
		
			[image: Springer Nature]
		
	
	© 2024 Springer Nature




	






    