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The status of Clinical Autonomic Research is excellent.  As 
of December 2017, we handled over 250 submissions of sev-
eral types and categories. The average time from submission 
to initial decision was only 15 days, and to final decision was 
just 35 days. The average time from acceptance to online 
publication was 21 days. This is an extremely fast turna-
round time for a peer-reviewed scientific journal, making 
Clinical Autonomic Research a perfect instrument for fast 
publication of high-impact research manuscripts. Our social 
media relevance continues to grow thanks to our Facebook 
(http://www.faceb ook.com/ClinA utonR es) and Twitter (@
ClinAutonRes) presence, with over 400 social media men-
tions of articles published in our journal in 2017.

We would like to underline the enormous value and dedi-
cation of our Associate Editors who provide work of excel-
lence for the assessment of every submission they manage. 
We have strengthened our Associate Editors team with the 
addition of Dr. André M. Diedrich, Professor of Medicine 
at Vanderbilt University. Also, we are very thankful to Dr. 
David S. Goldstein and Dr. William P. Cheshire for their 
outstanding series on Autonomic Function Testing [2, 3], 
which will continue in 2018.

Overall, we shall renew our effort to publish the latest 
advances and topics generating the greatest interest. For 
instance, this issue of the journal includes a review by Dr. 
Jean-François Brunet, who recently proposed a world-shat-
tering re-classification of the autonomic pathways [1]. As 
expected, not everybody agrees with Dr. Brunet, and, also 
in this issue, we include counterpoint comments by Dr. Wil-
frid Jänig and Dr. Frances Lefcort. This issue also includes 

a state-of-the-art review on the endocannabinoid system in 
cardiovascular function, underlying the growing interest of 
the potential medical applications of cannabis [5]. These 
are just examples of how Clinical Autonomic Research con-
tinues to be the benchmark publication in the field of auto-
nomic medicine and a primary forum for communicating 
new and important scientific information in this area.

On a practical note, we would like to restate that Clinical 
Autonomic Research continues to welcome submissions of 
case reports and autonomic images, in the form of Letter to 
the Editors. We believe these are particularly attractive arti-
cle formats for students, residents, and fellows, and anyone 
aiming to report striking images, such as the one included in 
this issue (you will never eat macaroni the same way again!) 
[4].

As usual, this issue includes the list of the reviewers dur-
ing 2017. We are extremely grateful for their outstanding 
support in maintaining the quality of the journal.

On behalf of the Editorial Team of Clinical Autonomic 
Research, we would like to wish the American Autonomic 
Society members, the European Federation of Autonomic 
Society members, our readers, our authors, and our review-
ers a fruitful and very happy 2018.

Horacio Kaufmann MD
Jens Jordan MD PhD

Editors-in-Chief
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