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Making predictions has never been one of my strengths. 
In general, I tend to be too optimistic. However, I think it 
is safe to say that it looks like 2023 is going up to be an 
interesting year for mining, mine water, IMWA, and this 
journal.

Oh, some things haven’t changed and are not likely to change. 
Unfortunately, conflicts and wars will continue to rage around the 
world, with many, if not most, triggered by the normal human fail-
ings: greed, fear of others, individuals who care more about them-
selves than about their neighbors, perceived and actual inequities 
or injustice, to name just a few. These conflicts will of course affect 
all of us to varying degrees and will therefore alter what is mined, 
and where mining takes place, and how much emphasis is put on 
the environmental aspects of mining. Those of you who are familiar 
with the Panguna Mine will understand the kind of thing we are 
referring to.

But I believe humanity as a whole and most importantly, 
the developed nations, are finally recognizing and starting 
to come to terms with the long-term implications of global 
warming and the need to change the way things are done 
before it is too late (if it is not too late already). I remem-
ber an old political cartoon featuring a corporative executive 

sitting behind a desk asking: “What has the next generation 
ever done for me?” That mentality has long dominated the 
way things are done, but I think that is finally beginning to 
change. Mining will probably never be carbon neutral, but 
I see a growing emphasis on reducing the carbon footprint 
of everything we do, and that includes what is mined, how 
it is mined, and how the mined land is used after extraction 
is completed. In addition to the reuse of mined land for solar 
farming, I anticipate that the use of mine pools for heating and 
cooling, which is already fairly common in some areas, will 
soon become normal practice and that harvesting the energy 
of even small amounts of flowing water (including mine 
water) will gradually become commonplace. The technology 
to do these things already exists and it is just a matter of time 
before we start taking advantage of it.

With respect to IMWA, we are starting to see a rebound 
in membership, but we clearly need to do more than just 
reaching out to those who have let their membership lapse. 
Specifically, we also need to reach a broader audience. The 
focus of this society has long been on mining hydrology and 
the mining-influenced water that drains from coal and metal 
mines, but it is obvious that we have largely neglected the 
water aspects of other mined commodities, such as lithium, 
phosphate, potash, rock salt, and rock quarries.

And of course, the long-term fate of this journal is inter-
twined with that of IMWA. Perhaps the Covid-19 pandemic, 
and its adverse effects on in-person conferences, reduced the 
perceived benefits of IMWA membership. Yet, we are now 
emerging from that dark time, and I hope that you will take 
the initiative and ask your colleagues and peers to join this 
society and taking advantage of the free journal subscription 
that comes with being a member. Our first in-person confer-
ence in several years was held this past November in New 
Zealand (and by the way, it was wonderful to be there with 
the IMWA family). Our next meeting will take place in July 
2023 in Wales, and we plan to hold the 2024 meeting in late 
Spring or early Autumn in North America—more details will 
be revealed in the next issue.

If you read the two previous iterations of this column (and 
I like to believe that at least some people did), you already 
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know that we saw a very worrying decline in manuscript 
submissions for the journal during 2021 and 2022, presum-
ably associated with the pandemic and its long-term effects 
on conducting research. We know that many other journals 
saw similar declines but that is small comfort. It appears 
though that the worst might be behind us as we began to see 
an uptick in manuscript submissions late in 2022; I hope the 
trend will continue. Meanwhile, if you have been thinking of 
submitting a manuscript, please don’t wait. Take advantage 
of our improved turnaround time (from date of submission 
to acceptance/rejection) that came with processing fewer 
manuscripts. Indeed, most of the papers published in this 
issue were submitted within the last 12 months.

In the December issue, I thanked most of the volunteers 
(editors, abstract translators, and of course authors) who 
made it possible to publish this journal during 2022 at such 
a reasonable price. However, since that column had to be 
completed in October, it was obviously not possible to thank 
our reviewers at that time. So, here are the names of the 140 
individuals who—in addition to our editors—took the time 
to review manuscripts for us in 2022. We try to spread the 
work out appropriately so as not to overburden our review-
ers, which is why it takes so many reviewers. On behalf of 
the entire editorial team and our authors, I thank all of those 
listed below for taking the time to provide good construc-
tive criticism. We depend on your input to help the authors 
improve their manuscripts and to help us decide which sub-
missions should be published. If you don’t see your name 
below and would like to help, please go to our journal’s web 
site (www. IMWA. info/ em) and make sure that your areas of 
expertise are clearly identified, as we use those to select our 
reviewers. This enables us to select manuscripts for you to 
review that you may find very interesting. If your areas of 
expertise are described and you have not yet been asked, just 
send us an e-mail and we will make sure that you receive an 
opportunity to help in 2023.

We sincerely thank: Ahmed Abdelaal, Elif Agartan, 
Pociecha Agnieszka, Imtiaz Ahmad, Yassine Ait Brahim, 
Anasse Ait Lemkademe, Md Shahabul Alam, Farshad 
Alijani, Edgardo Jose Alvarado, Richard Amos, Pengtao 
An, Mohammad Arzoo Ansari, Don Armstrong, Hasan 
Arslanoğlu, Bernadette Azzie, Andres Bazaine, Roger 
Beckie, Arkoprovo Biswas, Jean-François Blais, Li Bo, 
Bertram Boehrer, Adrian Brown, Barbara Butler, Frantisek 
Buzek, Dandy Calla Choque, Ian Callow, Beatrice Campan-
ella, Carlos Ruiz Cánovas, Alejandro Carrillo Chavez, Chen 
Shi, Chen Tao, Rosa Cidu, Sirio Consani, Heidi Cossey, 

Lucie Coudert, Cui Fangpeng, IsabelleDemers, Hongyu 
Duan, Lucila Dunnington, NunoDurães, Johnbosco Egbueri, 
Abdellatif Elghali, Rodrigo Embile Jr., Ben B. Faulkner, 
Hernan Flores, John Gale, Gwendelyn Geidel, Philippe 
Gombert, Cleber Gomes, Zhen Guang, Guo Pingye, James 
Gusek, Rachid Hakkou, John Harman, Brandon Holzbauer-
Schweitzer, Altus Huisamen, Atsushi Iizuka, Hadi Jafari, 
Soren Jensen, Raymond Johnson, Allison Johnston, David 
Richard Jones, Győző Jordán, Margarete Kalin, Duk-Min 
Kim, Sarah Kreitzer, Nural Kuyucak, Thomas Lachmar, 
Liliana Lefticariu, Denise Levitan, Li Peiyue, Liu Shiliang, 
Liu Weiqun, Liu Weitao, Liu Zaibin, Ana Teresa, Luís Mark 
Lund, Ma Dan, Ma Hongzhi, Godfrey Madzivire, Abdelka-
bir Maqsoud, Tomás Martín Crespo, Vladimir Matichenkov, 
Broder Merkel, Tom Meuzelaar, Steven Meyerhoff, Martin 
Mkandawire, Raul Mollehuara Canales, Ferenc Moricz, 
Kym Morton, Elke Mugova, Kevin Myers, Carmen Necu-
lita, Sanaz Orandi, Ahmet Osmanlioglu, Sanjit Kumar Pal, 
Argyris Panagopoulos, Ilhwan Park, Rafael Pérez-López, 
Teresa Pi-Puig, Walter Pohl, Volker Preuß, Sergey Pyankov, 
Wei Qiao, Tsiverihasina Rakotonimaro, Steve Rogers, 
Eduardo Ruiz, Leonard Santisteban, Martin Schultze, Shen 
Jianjun, Longqing Shi, Alison Sinclair, Stephanie Somot, 
Ryszard Staniszewski, William Strosnider, Sun Qiang, 
Jacek Szczepinski, Javad Tavakoli, Ashwani Tiwari, Kai-
Uwe Ulrich, Brent Usher, Viswanath Vadapalli, Moham-
mad Valipour, Rob van Hille, Eleni Vassiliou, Miran Veselič, 
Richard Wanty, John Waterhouse, Craig Wickham, Tom 
Wildeman, Mark Williamson, Peter Woods, Wu Jianhua, Xu 
Ke, Yin Shangxian, Zhang Shuai, Zhao Chunhu, Xu Zhimin, 
and Roman Żurek.

In addition to all of these reviewers, I also want to thank 
you, our dedicated readers. Without you, there would be no 
reason for this journal to exist. I, and the rest of the editorial 
team, are grateful for your interest and participation in this 
journal and IMWA.

Best Regards,

Bob Kleinmann, PhD; Editor-in-Chief.
editor@MWEN.info.
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