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In the original publication of the article, Figs. 5 and 6 are 
revised due to unit notation error as given in this correction.

The original article can be found online at https:// doi. org/ 10. 1007/ 
s10163- 022- 01551-1.
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Fig. 5  Average costs of infectious waste disposal by general and 
psychiatric hospitals (reporting in kg or L) over a 12-month period 
(from April 2015 to March 2016)-box and whisker plot is depicted, 
where maximum and minimum values are restricted to 1.5 times the 
interquartile range, and potential outliers that fall outside these ranges 
and indicated as dots outside the area of the box. The maximum and 

minimum IW disposal cost in general and psychiatric hospitals that 
report in kg was 2.01 US$/kg and 0.29 US$/kg, and 1.77 US$/kg and 
0.36  US$/kg, respectively, while in general and psychiatric hospi-
tals that report in L, the costs were 0.75 US$/L and 0.08 US$/L, and 
1.08 US$/L and 0.12 US$/L, respectively
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Open Access This article is licensed under a Creative Commons Attri-
bution 4.0 International License, which permits use, sharing, adapta-
tion, distribution and reproduction in any medium or format, as long 
as you give appropriate credit to the original author(s) and the source, 
provide a link to the Creative Commons licence, and indicate if changes 
were made. The images or other third party material in this article are 
included in the article's Creative Commons licence, unless indicated 
otherwise in a credit line to the material. If material is not included in 
the article's Creative Commons licence and your intended use is not 

permitted by statutory regulation or exceeds the permitted use, you will 
need to obtain permission directly from the copyright holder. To view a 
copy of this licence, visit http:// creat iveco mmons. org/ licen ses/ by/4. 0/.
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Fig. 6  The average IW disposal cost per hospital over the 12-month 
study period. Bar graph is depicted showing the disposal cost of gen-
eral (solid) and psychiatric (cross-hatched) hospitals that report IW 
in kilograms (grey bars) and liters (white bars). The prefectures in 
which the hospitals are located are indicated by numbers above the 
bars: Okinawa (47), Miyazaki (45), Oita (44), Kumamoto (43), Naga-
saki (42), Fukuoka (40), Chiba (12), Gunma (10); Tochigi (9), Iba-

raki (8), Fukushima (7), Yamagata (6), Iwate (3), Aomori (2), and 
Hokkaido (1). There are a total of 47 prefectures in Japan, and not all 
prefectures were included in the study. Prefectures are ordered geo-
graphically according to the Ministry of Internal Affairs and Commu-
nications’ “National Local Government Code”, with the largest num-
ber being southernmost and 1 being northernmost
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