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The Economics of Ecosystems and Biodiversity

http://www.teebweb.org/

The economics of Ecosystems and Biodiversity (TEEB) is

an international initiative that aims to raise the awareness

of the biodiversity economic value, and how ecosystems

degradation and biodiversity losses can lead to growing

costs and environmental and/or social problems.

TEEB was founded by the German government and the

European Commission following a suggestion made at the

Postdam G8 ? 5 meeting in 2007 that stressed the need for

a comprehensive study on the economic impact of biodi-

versity loss. Currently, TEEB is based on UNEP and it is

supported by the European Commission and a number of

governmental organizations of western countries.

The TEEB initiative is divided in two phases, of each

the first phase has already finished with the release of a

report in 2008. Currently phase 2 is under way and a pre-

liminary report was issued on October 2010. The main

deliverables of TEEB are focused on the following areas:

(1) science and economic foundations for cost estimation

of biodiversity loss; (2) identification of opportunities for

business or better policy making at regional, national or

international level; (3) decision making support; (4) busi-

ness risks identification and quantification; and (5) how

citizens and consumers influence biodiversity. The various

studies and reports are done in partnership between the

various members of the initiative, with the cooperation of

experts, either internal or external to the project.

The TEEB website is one of the key deliverables of the

project. Its main goal is to present and describe TEEB

activities, while making available to everyone interested the

main results of its activities. Thus, the site includes one

section ‘‘about TEEB,’’ entirely devoted to describe its his-

tory, organization, and current members. In the ‘‘information

material’’ section, news about TEEB, press releases, news-

letters, reports, and other information is available, most of

them for free. It is divided by topics, with each item described

in detail. The site has specific sections for various stake-

holders, such as policy makers, business, and citizens, where

particular information, namely reports specifically aimed to

different stakeholders can be found. The final reports that are

published as books are not freely available, but the pre-

liminary reports can be found and downloaded for free, with

links to partners where more information may be found. The

synthesis reports of each phase can be found in a dedicated

section, with translations in several languages. A listing of

events and TEEB contacts are also available at the site. An

interesting offset of the project, developed mainly for edu-

cational purposes, is the Bank of Natural Capital, http://

bankofnaturalcapital.com, created in late 2010. It tries to

transmit and present to the general public the core concepts

studied by TEEB and its main results.

Many more information can be found at the site that is

well designed and easy to navigate, though some pages are

hard to read because of the small font used. A search

facility is available in each page to help users in finding the

right information. Although the area where TEEB develops

its activities seems narrow, it is of interest to many of the

stakeholders with interests in sustainability, economic

development, among many others, making this site a very

valuable resource.
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The Story of Stuff

http://storyofstuff.org/

The ‘‘Story of Stuff’’ is a project created by Annie Leonard

after the release in 2007 of her animated documentary with

the same name. The main goals of this project are to increase

and extend its videos’ impact, leading to a broader and

insightful discussion of the environmental, social and eco-

nomic impacts addressed by the movie, and the development

of a network of various stakeholders interested and engaged

in sustainability and economic and environmental justice.

The project is sponsored by the non profit organization ‘‘The

Tide Center’’ (http://www.tidescenter.org/), and it is sup-

ported by grants and donations from public or private orga-

nizations, and by the revenues of its book and DVD sales.

Vital to the project development and growth is the

website. There you can find and download the original

video ‘‘The Story of Stuff.’’ It focuses on the life cycle of

common goods, trying to promote sustainability while

criticizing the consumerism of western societies, clarifying

why current behaviors are unsustainable and should

change. Since then, more four animated videos were pro-

duced by this project, all of them also available from the

site, and dealing with more specific subjects: ‘‘the story

bottled water,’’ ‘‘the story of electronics,’’ ‘‘the story of

cosmetics,’’ and ‘‘the story of cap and trade.’’ All of them

focus mainly in the current state of affairs from a con-

sumers point of view, and suggests forms of behaving more

sustainable. To facilitate the presentation and discussion of

the videos in schools or other public settings, annotated

scripts and notes are also available for download from the

site. Versions of the scripts in other languages, as well as

the sub titled videos can be found at the international site:

http://www.storyofstuff.com/international/, to amplify the

international significance of this site.

The site has a simple appearance and it is easy to navigate.

Besides the movies, that can be seen for free either online or

downloaded after registration, the site has other sections

dedicated for other subjects. A resources section gives infor-

mation on how to use the materials available at the site, and in

the events area meetings, and other reunions direct linked

with the project are listed. In most of the pages references to

specific news in media are given through direct links. Other

news, videos, or general information of interest can be found

in the blog. Other part of the site lists some teaching tools

developed with other partners, which can be downloaded, and

focusing on the main themes of the project videos, in partic-

ular, being more sustainable as a more educated and envi-

ronmental friendly consumer. Instructions to keep updated on

the project activities, and to help it, either through donations or

by buying the book ‘‘The Story of Stuff’’ or DVD versions of

the documentaries, are given at the site.

Other materials, information, and links to other relevant

sites can also be found at the site, where the search facility

in each page can be helpful. In an overall appreciation, this

site does a good job on promoting the project and serve as a

repository of its main deliverables. Although aimed for the

general public, consumers, and educators, the site has

information that may be pertinent to other people such as

policy makers or working in marketing or product

development.

Forum for the Future

http://www.forumforthefuture.org/

Forum for the Future (FFF) is a British non profit organi-

zation founded in 1996 whose main mission is the pro-

motion of sustainable development. To accomplish that

goal, this organization works with a wide variety of part-

ners, in particular business and governmental institutions,

in the identification of current or potential problems, and

the development and implementation of practical policies

and/or strategies to tackle them. Many of its partners

are leading multinational companies, such as PepsiCo,

Vodafone, among many others.

FFF activities are focused on a small number of areas

that are believed to be vital to sustainable development in

the short term. They include: (1) the retailer sector, in

particular branded manufacturers and tourism organiza-

tions; (2) city management and development; (3) financial

institutions and their role in a more sustainable economy;

and (4) systems thinking applied to the challenges and

problems of sustainability. In each focus area, FFF engages

with other partners in projects with very specific goals,

according to the needs and aims of the various stakeholders

involved. Examples include a sustainable city index aimed

for British cities, that is now several years old, a toolkit to

help companies in finding their business case for sustain-

ability, taking into account the conflicting desires and goals

of all relevant stakeholders, among others.

The main results of each project, mainly reports and

other written publications, can be found at the website.

Moreover, in dedicated sections the structure, history,

accomplishments, and a description of the FFF activities

are presented in detail. News about events, either spon-

sored or directly linked to FFF activities can be found in a

specific section. Of particular interest is the publications

section. There it is possible to find and download many

reports, studies, and other information done by this orga-

nization in a wide variety of themes. The FFF journal can

also be accessed directly from the main webpage. While

not free, articles can be read online. To promote the dis-

cussion and interchange of ideas, the site also includes a
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blog where it is possible to find news and discussions on

various themes. Forms of keeping updated with FFF

activities are given at the site, in particular through a free

e-mail newsletter.

The website has a clear appellative design, and it is easy

to navigate through their pages. Although most of the

materials available were developed with British partners

and reflect their specific settings, they are of interest for

people from other background, especially from western and

European Union countries. Thus, the site is a valuable

reference to people working in the sustainability area,

green economy, and environmental policy making.

Open IO

http://open-io.org/

Open IO is a project jointly administered by the Applied

Sustainability Centre and the Sam M. Walton School of

Business of the University of Arkansas. Its main goal is to

provide a public resource and easy to use tool to assess the

sustainability of products and/or services, based on life

cycle assessment, and input–output analysis. The project

was funded initially with contributions from private orga-

nizations, and currently is supported by the staff of the

Sustainability Consortium (http://www.sustainabilitycon

sortium.org) a non for profit organization created to

address the challenges of sustainability.

With this goal in mind, the staff members of both institu-

tions created a comprehensive database of the environmental

impacts associated with the production and consumption of

goods and services, following a supply chain and life cycle

assessment perspective, and focused on the United States

reality. Open IO is a tool suited for LCA studies, being all the

environmental impacts accounted for in currency units,

namely US dollars. Thus, the database is aimed to practitioners

familiar with LCA and other similar environmental analysis

techniques, having a basic understanding of input–output

economic and environmental models.

The main purpose of the website is to serve as a

repository for the database that can be downloaded for free.

Several versions and sets of information are available in

various formats in the download sections, making it pos-

sible to use it in different software programs, either general

purpose or LCA specific, such as SimaProTM. Documen-

tation on how to use the various databases can also be

found in the site. For people interested in making a fast

assessment of a product or a service a web calculator is

available in the ‘‘Visualize!’’ section. Just by using some

pull down menus it is possible to do an evaluation of the

potential environmental impact of various different life

cycles stages, using selected impact categories, for a wide

range of products and services. In other sections of the site,

a presentation of the tool and its background can also be

found to help people understand how the tool and database

can be used in practice. The site also includes a blog

(http://www.open-io.blogspot.com/) where news about

Open IO can be found as well as some ongoing discussions

on related subjects.

The site presentation is very simple and focuses on the

main deliverables of the project, the databases and the

online calculation tool. A downsize is the scarcity of

information on the methodologies used for data collection

on the LCA, and an introduction to input–output analysis

that might be helpful to people without that expertise. Yet,

the data available, even with a limited geographic cover-

age, and the future inclusion of other tools, databases, and

even teaching materials, makes this site a relevant stop now

and even more in the future.

Final words

We will return on the next issue with a fresh selection of

sites. If you know of sites that are worthy of being pre-

sented, send us all relevant information to the following

e-mail address: amartins@fe.up.pt. Any suggestions will be

considered with great attention for possible publication. In

that case, the contributors names will be acknowledge in

this column. Surf well.

Webwatch 5

123

http://open-io.org/
http://www.sustainabilityconsortium.org
http://www.sustainabilityconsortium.org
http://www.open-io.blogspot.com/

	Webwatch
	The Economics of Ecosystems and Biodiversity
	The Story of Stuff
	Forum for the Future
	Open IO
	Final words



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (ISO Coated v2 300% \050ECI\051)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Perceptual
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /sRGB
  /DoThumbnails true
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 149
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /Warning
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 150
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.40
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 149
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /Warning
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 150
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.40
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 599
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /Warning
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 600
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /DEU <>
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [595.276 841.890]
>> setpagedevice


