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The past year in review. In the last year of the millenni-
um (2000), Hydrogeology Journal again provided read-
ers with an expanded volume – 677 pages (14% more
than in 1999) of hydrogeology from throughout the
world. Included were 48 major articles. In 2000, the an-
nual theme issue, titled “Groundwater and Microbial
Processes,” with Barbara Bekins as Guest Editor, provid-
ed an overview of the current state of this rapidly chang-
ing field. Included were three main themes: populations
of microorganisms in the subsurface, the role of subsur-
face microorganisms in controlling chemical reactions,
and methods of studying subsurface microorganisms.
The final issue of the year contained the annual volume
index. To mark the passage of 2000, this issue also con-
tained a full list of the contents of every issue and an in-
dex of all topics and authors published in Hydrogeology
Journal (and its predecessor, Applied Hydrogeology)
since the journal’s inception in 1992. As always, the Edi-
tors solicit feedback from readers concerning technical
soundness, format, and topics. Let us hear from you!

Meet the new Managing Editor, by Bob Schneider.
Most readers probably never heard of me until I began
corresponding last July with Associate Editors, authors,
and reviewers, as Acting Managing Editor. Since then, I
have been responsible for the processing of all new arti-
cles submitted to Hydrogeology Journal, as a prelude to
Bill Wilson’s departure at the end of 2000.

At this point, you might wonder how I became interest-
ed in this job. Before I learned about Bill’s plans to leave
the position, I had been assisting him, since 1998, on edit-
ing selected manuscripts by authors whose ability in writ-
ing English was limited. This experience turned out to be
very satisfying and it improved my perception of the im-
portance of the journal to the international hydrogeologi-
cal community. Specifically, however, it made me realize
how effective the journal is in providing hydrogeologists
from all over the world with the opportunity to publish the
results of their research and investigations in English.

For most of my career in the U.S. Geological Survey
(USGS), I was a geologist or hydrologist. I was assigned
to a variety of geologic and hydrogeologic projects at
field offices in north-central and southern USA; staff
work on the nationwide groundwater research program
and the contaminant hydrology program; and, for short
periods, as a technical consultant to Brazil and Israel. Ad-

ditionally, for about 2.5 years I was Staff Hydrologist for
the evaluation of all water-related reports prior to their re-
lease by the USGS. Since leaving the USGS in 1984, 
I have been a consulting hydrogeologist, working mostly
on groundwater contamination problems.

My involvement with the IAH began when I joined in
1972. I was Secretary-Treasurer of the U.S. National
Committee of the IAH for three years and, from 1991–94,
an elected member of the Committee. My editorial experi-
ence has included four years on the Editorial Board of the
journal Ground Water and, from 1996–2000, as an Asso-
ciate Editor.

To conclude, I thank Bill Wilson for his help and co-
operation during my period of introduction and orienta-
tion to this position. I intend to do my best to emulate the
extraordinary level of service and dedication that he has
provided the journal and to continue the effort to make it
one of the most outstanding and most widely distributed
publications in hydrogeology.

Thanks! The success of the journal is due in great part to
the many who contribute to its production. First and fore-
most are the authors from all parts of the world who form
the backbone of the journal. The support, guidance, and
patience of the staff of the publisher, Springer Verlag, es-
pecially Wolfgang Engel and Susanne Schweickert, are
much appreciated. Two manuscript editors, William John-
son and Robert Schneider continued to create publishable
manuscripts out of articles that were acceptable technical-
ly but that needed major editing. We are particularly
grateful to the staff of volunteer Associate Editors, listed
on page A3 in this issue, whose involvement in reviewing
manuscripts was greatly expanded in 2000. Their effec-
tiveness in conducting or arranging for reviews substan-
tially lightened the workload of the Managing Editor. In
addition, they provided advice, solicited manuscripts, and
generally gave the journal solid technical support. In ad-
dition to the Associate Editors, many others volunteered
their time and expertise to review manuscripts; their con-
tributions provide the framework for the technical sound-
ness of articles that appear in the journal. Below is a list
of 128 peer reviewers (not including Associate Editors)
who completed reviews during 2000. Thanks to all for
your contributions!
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