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hernia care and management. The APHS currently offers a 
structured training program in hernia called “Hernia Essen-
tials” based on current international guidelines on hernia 
management. Recommendation and statements from Hernia-
Surge guidelines are to be extensively quoted in this training 
program.

Perhaps, the most telling comment was from our Fellow 
in Minimal access surgery, who said “I found it most useful 
to refer to the current version of HerniaSurge guidelines for 
all my clinical, research and publication requirements for 
hernia”.

A. Sharma, President APHS.
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The APHS wishes to congratulate all stakeholders involved 
in the creation and preparation of HerniaSurge guidelines, 
the International Guidelines for groin hernia management. I 
believe these guidelines are the most elaborate, broad-based 
and comprehensive guidelines on groin hernia management 
that have been created. The Asia Pacific Hernia Society is 
happy to have been associated and contributed.

HerniaSurge guidelines are comprehensive (open and 
laparoscopy) and address relevant issues such as indications, 
preparations, operating room layout, techniques of choice, 
special situations, complications and economics. Each topic 
is structured and presented in a manner that facilitates ease 
of reading and is comprehensive. All relevant statements are 
discussed in detail in the “Discussion” section incorporating 
currently available levels of evidence. The scientific process 
has been meticulous and rigorous, including the final rati-
fication by external reviewers, according to the AGREE II 
guidelines.

We expect HerniaSurge guidelines to be consulted and 
referenced by both the “Maestro” and the “Tyro” involved in 

This comment refers to the article available at doi:10.1007/
s10029-017-1668-x.
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