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Each person’s life is a story but some stories create his-
tories. This special issue is a tribute to such a great per-
son, Chandrakant D. Lokhande, who dedicated his entire
life to science and effectively shaped the careers of many
young minds. With this tribute on the occasion of his 60th
birthday, the scientific community, particularly his stu-
dents, friends, and colleagues, wish to recognize his out-
standing contribution to the field of Semiconductor Thin
Films, to which he has devoted his professional life. C.D.
Lokhande’s research has made a profound impact on sev-
eral areas of thin film technology, ranging from chemical
synthesis of thin films to their applications in solar cells,

gas sensors, and supercapacitors. Moreover, he made a
great contribution in designing several prototype devices
such as supercapacitors and heterojunction-based room
temperature gas sensors.

C.D. Lokhande was born in Wasud-Akola, a small village
in Maharashtra, one of the states in India, 60 years ago on
December 6, 1956. He is one of those persons we surely rec-
ognize as being blessed and honored to enjoy and celebrate
this anniversary. He got a Ph.D. from Shivaji University,
Kolhapur in 1984, without viva voce examination as his thesis
was adjudged as BExcellent.^ Later, in 1987, he joined as
assistant professor in Physics at Shivaji University,
Kolhapur, immediately after accomplishing his first postdoc-
toral stay at the Weizmann Institute of Science, Israel. After a
long and productive career in science, which was temporarily
interrupted by his retirement from the position of Head,
Department of Physics at Shivaji University, Kolhapur in
May 2016, he continued research as a Research Director and
Professor at the D. Y. Patil University, Kolhapur.

C.D. Lokhande has won many awards and received
many honors. He was appointed as Fellow of Institute of
Physics, London, in 1990; was visiting scientist in the
Indo-Polish CEP scheme in 1991; was INSA Visiting
Fellow in 1993; is the first recipient from Shivaji
University of the prestigious Alexander von Humboldt
Fellowship, Germany, in 1996 and Brain Pool fellowship
of South Korea in 2003; was participant in Noble Laureates
Meeting, Lindau, Germany in 2001; was visiting professor
at Hanyang University, South Korea in 2006; was awarded
a Rajya Shishak Purshakar, Government of Maharashtra
State in 2009, and Best Teacher Award from Shivaji
University in 2010. In addition, he has visited many for-
eign countries such as USA, UK, Germany, China, Japan,
South Korea, Israel, France etc., for research talks.
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C.D. Lokhande is presently an editorial board member of
BElectrochemical Energy Technology,^ De Gruyter; the fel-
low, Maharashtra Academy of Sciences from 2012; an expert
member, DST Committee on Hydrogen Production from
2012; distinguished visiting professor in polymer chemistry,
Institute of Chemical Technology, Mumbai from 2012. The
long list of distinguished accomplishments and awards is a
proof of the high regard in which he is held in the scientific
community.

C.D. Lokhande is the author of more than 500 papers in
international journals with Bh^ index 67 and more than 16,600
citations, edited 9 books, filed more than 45 patents, and di-
rectedmore than 55 Ph.D. theses. According to the BJournal of
Library & Information Technology^ published in 2012, Prof
Lokhande ranked 11th in the list of the most productive sci-
entists in materials science (2000–2010) in India, ranked sec-
ond in the average citation per article, and 4th in Bh^ index for
the above period. In addition, BRecent Research in Science
and Technology^ published in 2011, confirmed that C.D.
Lokhande has been ranked 11th in solar energy research in
India during the period 1999–2011. We wish him, and we are
sure that all the scientific community will join us in wishing
him, good health and further outstanding contributions to our
field for many years to come.
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