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Dear Editor,

Here, we reply to the letter to the editor about our study

[1]. As pointed out, the original article written by Ueno [2],

which we cited, does not define the threshold value of joint

space width for classification. However, the original article

was written in Japanese, and Takatori et al. [3] translated it

to English. Additionally, Takatori et al. [3] recommended

the modified staging classification in this translated article.

It was recommended that the classification criteria should

involve the joint space width in order to divide stage 2

(early stage) and stage 3 (advanced stage). Clinically, the

classification of hip osteoarthritis is often used as a modi-

fied version, but a unified consensus has not yet been

reached by the Japanese Orthopedic Association (JOA)

Committee. In our study, we used the modified classifica-

tion. However, we made an incorrect citation and should

have cited the translated article by Takatori et al. with the

modified classification in addition to the original article by

Ueno. Therefore, our citation misled the reader and caused

confusion to the authorized people of JOA. We would like

to take this opportunity to apologize and correct the

citation.
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This author’s reply refers to the letter to the editor at

doi:10.1007/s00776-013-0392-3.
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