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The Editor-in-Chief has retracted this article. After pub-
lication concerns were raised about the reporting of this 
clinical trial and the authors were asked to provide their raw 
data files. The raw data underlying the trial were examined 
by two independent expert statisticians. Both statisticians 
discovered several instances of regular paired differences 
between various parameters (such as aspartate transaminase 
(AST), hemoglobin (Hb), albumin and alanine aminotrans-
ferase (ALT)), apparently observed before and during the 
trial. Furthermore, all 2400 values recorded for albumin 
before treatment had a 9 as the third digit whilst all 2400 
values for albumin during treatment had a 0 as the third 
digit. In general, there were further clear instances that the 
raw data presented for several parameters were also not ran-
dom. It is therefore unlikely that the data presented were 
obtained from a randomized trial. The Editor-in-Chief no 
longer has confidence in the results and conclusions pre-
sented. Sherief Abd-Elsalam disagrees with this retraction. 
Mohamed Sharaf-Eldin, Shaimaa Soliman, Asem Elfer, 

Rehab Badawi and Youssef K. Ahmad have not responded 
to correspondence from the Publisher about this retraction.

Publisher's Note Springer Nature remains neutral with regard to 
jurisdictional claims in published maps and institutional affiliations.

The original article can be found online at https:// doi. org/ 10. 1007/ 
s00705- 017- 3573-0.

 * Sherief Abd-Elsalam 
 Sherif_tropical@yahoo.com

1 Department of Tropical Medicine, Faculty 
of Medicine, Tanta University, El Geish Street, Tanta, 
Gharbia Governorate, Egypt

2 Department of Public Health and Community Medicine, 
Menoufa University, Menoufa, Egypt

3 Department of General Medicine, Al-Azhar University, 
Cairo, Egypt

http://orcid.org/0000-0003-4366-2218
https://doi.org/10.1007/s00705-017-3573-0
http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1007/s00705-022-05600-w&domain=pdf
https://doi.org/10.1007/s00705-017-3573-0
https://doi.org/10.1007/s00705-017-3573-0

	Retraction Note to: Efficacy and safety of sofosbuvir plus ribavirin for treatment of cirrhotic patients with genotype 4 hepatitis C virus in real-life clinical practice
	Retraction Note to: Arch Virol (2018) 163:51–56 https:doi.org10.1007s00705-017-3573-0




