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The International Committee on Taxonomy of Viruses

(ICTV; http://www.ictvonline.org/) is a committee of

Virology Division of the International Union of Microbi-

ological Societies, and its operation is governed by Statutes

agreed with Virology Division. The classification and

nomenclature of viruses is then subject to rules formalized

into a Code (required by Statute 8.1).

The need for a review of the Statutes and Code became

clear during editorial work involved in production of the

Ninth ICTV Report [1]. Changes to these documents

require the approval of the ICTV Executive Committee

(EC) and the full ICTV membership. Changes to the

Statutes also require the agreement of Virology Division.

The changes to the Statutes described in this article were

discussed and agreed by the ICTV EC over a period of

more than two years. Many of these changes are relatively

minor adaptations and clarifications. Notification of a ballot

was sent via email on 14 January 2013 to the 165 members

of ICTV, namely the ICTV EC Members, Life Members,

ICTV Subcommittee Members and ICTV National Rep-

resentatives. Members were then requested to vote on

whether or not to ratify the proposals (voting closed on 14

February 2013). The return rate of votes was approximately

41 %, and all proposed changes were accepted unani-

mously. The proposed changes to the Statutes were then

submitted to Virology Division and were approved unani-

mously by the Advisory Board and Executive Committee

on 19 April 2013.

In this article, we present the new version of the Stat-

utes, highlighted in bold to show those parts that have

recently been changed. Those changes are then explained

in the sections that follow.

The changes to the Code are the subject of a separate

article [2].

Complete ICTV Statutes (March 2013)

Article 1

Official name

1.1 The official name is the International Committee on

Taxonomy of Viruses (ICTV).

Article 2

Status

2.1 The ICTV is a Committee of the Virology Division

of the International Union of Microbiology Societies

(IUMS).

Article 3

Objectives

The objects of the Committee shall be for the public

benefit and in particular to advance education in the tax-

onomy of viruses and in furtherance thereof. The objectives

are:-

3.1 To develop an internationally agreed taxonomy for

viruses.
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3.2 To establish internationally agreed names for

virus taxa

3.3 To communicate the decisions reached concerning

the classification and nomenclature of viruses to virologists

by holding meetings and publishing reports.

3.4 To maintain an Official Index of agreed names of

virus taxa.

Article 4

Membership

4.1 Membership of the ICTV shall be:-

A. President and Vice-President

B. Secretaries

C. Other members of the Executive Committee

D. National Members

E. Life Members

F. Members of six Subcommittees.

4.2 The composition of the ICTV Executive Committee

shall be:-

(i) The Officers of ICTV, namely President, Vice-pres-

ident and the Secretaries.

(ii) The Chairs of the six Executive Committee

Subcommittees.

(iii) Eight elected Members.

The six subcommittees shall be given remits to ensure

that viruses of all host types and of all genome types are

included and that one subcommittee is responsible for

virus data

4.3 Election or appointment procedures for positions on

ICTV and its Executive Committee

A. President and Vice-President shall be nominated and

seconded by any members of the ICTV and elected at a

plenary meeting of the full ICTV membership. They

shall be elected for a term of three years and may not

serve for more than two consecutive terms of three years.

B. Two Secretaries shall be nominated by the Executive

Committee and elected at a plenary meeting of the full

ICTV membership. The Secretaries shall be elected

for a term of six years and may be re-elected.

C. The Chairs of the Subcommittees shall be elected by

the Executive Committee, normally at an interim

meeting preceding a Plenary Meeting of the full ICTV

membership. Nominations shall be made to the

President at least one week before the election and

must be accompanied by indications from each of the

nominees that they are willing to serve. The term of

office shall be for three years and may not exceed two

consecutive terms of three years each.

D. No person shall serve on the Executive Committee for

more than four successive complete terms other than as

Officers subject to the limitations set out in 4.3.A and 4.3.B.

E. Nominees for each vacant Elected Member seat shall

be proposed to an ICTV Plenary Meeting by a

Nominations Subcommittee comprising the President,

Vice-President, both Secretaries, and the Chairs of the

Subcommittees. The Nominations Subcommittee will

be chaired by the President and a quorum will consist

of 5 members. The Nominations Subcommittee will

seek to ensure the widest possible ranges of virological

expertise and geographical representation on the EC.

In addition, nominations for an Elected Member vacant

seat may be submitted to the Nominations Subcommittee

by any virologist and will be allowed up to 2 days prior to

the Plenary Meeting at which elections will be held. All

nominations must be accompanied by a brief biographical

sketch and an indication that the nominee is willing to

stand for election.

Elected Members shall be nominated, seconded, and

elected at a Plenary Meeting of the ICTV for a term of three

years and may not serve for more than two consecutive terms

of three years each. Generally, three or four of the eight

elected. Members shall be replaced every three years.

F. National Members shall be nominated by Member

Societies of the Virology Division of the IUMS. Societies

belonging to the IUMS are considered to be Member

Societies of the Division if they have members actively

interested in virology. Wherever practicable, each country

shall be represented by at least one National Member and

no country shall be represented by more than five National

Members. Nominations of virologists as National Mem-

bers shall not require approval by the ICTV. However, it is

the responsibility of a Member Society to inform one of

the ICTV Secretaries in writing of the selection of their

National Member before the start of the Plenary Meeting

at which that National Member is to participate. National

members of the ICTV shall be appointed for 3-year terms

soon after each ICV. There is no limit to the number of

terms that a National Member may serve but their

appointment will be formally reviewed by the appointing

National Society every three years.

G. Life Members shall be nominated by the Executive

Committee, normally in recognition of outstanding

services to virus taxonomy. Currently serving mem-

bers of the Executive Committee and virologists

within 6 months of their retirement from the Executive

Committee will not be eligible for election. Life

members shall be elected by the full ICTV.

H. Virologists shall be appointed to Subcommittees by

the Chairs of the Subcommittees and the appointments

will not require approval by the ICTV EC. The EC has

the authority to appoint virologists to fill EC positions

that are vacant because of resignation or some failure

in the normal channels of appointment (4.3 A, B, C,
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E). Such an interim appointment ends at the Plenary

Session following their appointment and time spent in

such a role does not count towards formal service on

the EC as defined by Statute 4.3 D.

4.4 EC Finance Sub-Committee

The Finance Subcommittee will consist of the Offi-

cers of ICTV. The Subcommittee will appoint a member

of the Executive Committee to act as Treasurer of the

ICTV. The Treasurer will handle any funds that may be

allocated to the ICTV by the Virology Division of the

IUMS or other sources.

4.5 Study Groups

Study Groups shall be formed by Subcommittee Chairs

to examine the classification and nomenclature of partic-

ular groups of viruses. A Chair of a Study Group shall be

appointed by the Chair of the appropriate Subcommittee

and shall be a member of that Subcommittee ex officio.

Chairs of Study Groups shall appoint the members of

their Study Groups. Members of Study Groups, other

than Chairs, shall not be members of the ICTV, but

their names shall be published by the ICTV to recognize

their valuable contribution to the taxonomy of viruses.

Study Group Chairs and Study Group members will nor-

mally be appointed immediately after an ICTV Plenary

Session and will serve until the following Plenary Session,

which is normally a period of three years. Except in unu-

sual circumstances, the term of office of Study Group

Chairs will be limited to two consecutive periods of three

years.

Article 5

Meetings

5.1 Plenary meetings of the full ICTV membership shall

be held in conjunction with the International Congresses of

Virology. Meetings of the ICTV Executive Committee

shall be held in conjunction with the International Con-

gresses of Virology as well as at least once between

International Congresses.

Article 6

Taxonomic Proposals

6.1 Taxonomic proposals may be initiated by an indi-

vidual member of the ICTV, by a Study Group or by a

Subcommittee member. In addition, any virologist may

submit a taxonomic proposal or suggestion to the appro-

priate ICTV Subcommittee Chair following the procedures

described below.

Proposals will be sent to the Chair of the appropriate

Subcommittee for consideration by that Subcommittee and/

or its Study Groups. Proposals will also be sent for con-

sideration to all Study Groups and Subcommittees whose

interests might be affected by the taxonomic or nomen-

clatural changes proposed. Taxonomic proposals approved

by any Subcommittee, usually in consultation with a Study

Group, shall be submitted to the Executive Committee by

the Subcommittee Chair. Proposals approved by the

Executive Committee shall be presented for ratification

to the full ICTV membership by publication on an

ICTV web site1 followed by a ballot.

Article 7

Voting

7.1 Decisions will be made by a simple majority of

either those eligible to vote and present at a meeting or that

reply to a call for a vote within 1 month of a proposition

being circulated. A quorum for the ICTV Plenary Session

decisions will consist of the President or Vice-President

together with 15 voting members. In the event of a tied

vote the proposal will not be approved.

7.2 The members of the full ICTV who are entitled to

vote are the Members of the EC, members of Subcom-

mittees, the National Members and the Life Members. No

member may vote more than once on any particular

proposal.

7.3 Proposals for changes to taxonomy, nomenclature or

the ICTV constitution will be voted on in two stages: (1)

the EC will vote either at a meeting or by circulation of a

Ballot if a proposal should be presented to the ICTV for a

decision, and (2) the ICTV will decide either at a Plenary

meeting or by circulation of a Ballot. Decisions of the EC

concerned with changes to taxonomy, nomenclature or the

constitution will be by simple majority of members of the

EC voting. The quorum shall be the President or Vice-

President together with 1 Secretary and 7 members of the

EC. Only EC members are entitled to vote on such matters.

7.4 Matters of EC business not directly concerned with

changes to taxonomy, nomenclature or the constitution

may be decided by consensus under the President’s chair-

manship. Any EC member may call for a vote on such

matters.

Article 8

The Code of Virus Nomenclature

8.1 Classification and nomenclature of viruses and

related agents will be subject to Rules formalised into a

Code. The Code, and substantive modifications to it, are

subject to the approval of ICTV Executive Committee and

ICTV as under Article 7.

Article 9

Duties of Officers

9.1 Duties of the President shall be:

A. To preside at meetings of the Executive Committee

and plenary meetings of the full ICTV membership.

1 The current web site used for posting taxonomic proposals is:

http://talk.ictvonline.org/files/proposals/m/mediagallery/default.aspx.
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B. To prepare with the Secretaries the agendas for

meetings of the Executive Committee and the plenary

meetings of the full ICTV membership.

C. To act as or appoint an editor-in-chief for ICTV

Reports.

9.2 Duties of the Vice-President shall be:

A. To carry out the duties of the President in the

absence of the President.

B. To attend meetings of the Executive Committee

and plenary meetings of the ICTV.

9.3 Duties of the Secretaries shall be:

A. To attend meetings of the Executive Committee and

plenary meetings of the ICTV.

B. To prepare with the President the agendas for meetings

of the EC and the plenary meetings of the ICTV.

C. To prepare the Minutes of meetings of the Exec-

utive Committee and plenary meetings of the ICTV

and ensure their timely publication on an ICTV

web site.

D. To keep an up-to-date record of ICTV membership.

9.4 Duties of the Subcommittee Chairs shall be:

A. To attend meetings of the Executive Committee.

B. To appoint members of the Subcommittee.

C. To appoint Study Group Chairs.

D. To organize the Subcommittee and Study Groups to study

taxonomic problems and to bring forward proposals.

E. To present taxonomic proposals to the Executive

Committee for voting.

F. To co-ordinate the preparation of up-dates of the ICTV

Reports.

G. To report to the plenary meetings of ICTV on

taxonomic changes since the preceding plenary

meeting.

Article 10

Publications

10.1 Changes to taxonomy, nomenclature or the

International Code approved by ICTV will be com-

municated to the virological community by publication

in rapid short form, for example in Virology Division

News, and as part of the published Reports of ICTV.

10.2 Whenever feasible, taxonomic information will be

published in a database form under the guidance of the

Virus Data Subcommittee.

10.3 No publication of the ICTV shall bear any indi-

cation of sponsorship by a commercial agency, or institu-

tion connected in any way with a commercial company,

except as an acceptable acknowledgement of financial

assistance, unless approved by the Executive Committee on

a case-by-case basis.

10.4 Publications may bear the name of the ICTV only if

all the material contained has been authorized, prepared, or

edited by the ICTV, or a committee or subcommittee of the

ICTV.

10.5 Publications containing translations of ICTV-

approved material may only bear the name of ICTV if they

are approved by the ICTV Executive Committee.

Article 11

ICTV Statutes

11.1 The Statutes of the ICTV, and any subsequent

changes, shall be approved by votes of the ICTV EC and

the full ICTV membership as under Statute 7 and then

approved by the Virology Division of the IUMS.

Article 12

Disposition of Funds

12.1 In the event of dissolution of the ICTV, any

remaining funds shall be turned back to the Secretary-

Treasurer of the Virology Division of the IUMS.

12.2 Any surplus assets/funds must be used for the

charitable purposes set out at Article 3 of this constitution

or for purposes that are charitable within the context of

Section 505 of the Income and Corporation Taxes Act

1988 (or statutory re-enactment thereof).

Article 13

Legal Seat

13.1 The ICTV shall have its legal seat where the

office of the President is located.

Changes made in 2013

Article 3 (Objectives)

Previous wording:

3.2 To establish internationally agreed names for

virus taxa, virus species and subviral agents.

3.4 To maintain an Official Index of virus names.

New wording:

3.2 To establish internationally agreed names for virus

taxa.

3.4 To maintain an Official Index of agreed names of

virus taxa.

Explanation:

It is not clear why the original statute made a distinction

between virus taxa and virus species or what was meant in

3.2 by the nonspecific term subviral agents. The Code

provides for the classification of viroids in a way similar to

viruses (Code 3.35 and 3.36), includes retrotransposons

within virus classification (3.37) but excludes satellites and

prions (3.38). As this is all made clear in the Code, this

Statute has been simplified. Statute 3.4 was changed

because ‘virus names’ nowadays usually refers to names

not regulated by ICTV but which are allocated to species

(and higher taxa).

Article 4 (Membership)

Previous wording:
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4.1 Membership of the ICTV shall be:-

…
F. Members of the Prokaryote Virus, Fungal Virus,

Invertebrate Virus, Plant Virus, Vertebrate Virus, and

Virus Data Subcommittees.

4.2 The composition of the ICTV Executive Committee

shall be:-

…
(ii) The Chairs of the Executive Committee Subcom-

mittees, namely one each for the Subcommittees on

viruses of prokaryotes (including Archaea), fungi

(including algae), invertebrates, plants and vertebrates,

and one for the Virus Data Subcommittee

(iii) Eight elected Members.

New wording:

4.1 Membership of the ICTV shall be:-

…
F. Members of six Subcommittees.

4.2 The composition of the ICTV Executive Committee

shall be:-

…
(ii) The Chairs of the six Executive Committee

Subcommittees

(iii) Eight elected Members.

The six subcommittees shall be given remits to ensure

that viruses of all host types and of all genome types are

included and that one subcommittee is responsible for

virus data.

Explanation:

There seems no reason to specify in the Statutes the

precise remits of each subcommittee. Until now these have

been arranged by host type but these traditional divisions of

virology are breaking down with the increasing discovery of

viruses in a range of hosts and from unknown hosts in

environmental samples. The changes provide the Executive

Committee with the flexibility to organize some Subcom-

mittees in different ways (e.g. by genome type), perhaps

even on a temporary basis, to be able to respond to changing

challenges in taxonomy without the need to change the

Statutes on each occasion. Six subcommittees are specified

to maintain the balance between the numbers of appointed

and elected members of the Executive Committee.

Previous wording:

4.4 EC Finance Sub-Committee

The Finance Sub-Committee will consist of the Officers

of ICTV.

New wording:

4.4 EC Finance Sub-Committee

The Finance Sub-Committee will consist of the

Officers of ICTV. The Subcommittee will appoint a

member of the Executive Committee to act as Treasurer

of the ICTV. The Treasurer will handle any funds that

may be allocated to the ICTV by the Virology Division

of the IUMS or other sources.

Explanation:

The Officers are the President, Vice-President and the

two Secretaries (Statute 4.2). Most recently, the role of

Treasurer has been a duty of the Vice-President (see Statute

9.2), but this has not always proved a convenient

arrangement. Amongst other factors, the difficulty of

moving the ICTV bank account to a different country needs

to be recognized. The change allows some flexibility in the

arrangements.

Previous wording:

4.5 Study Groups

… Members of Study Groups, other than Chairs, shall

not be members of the ICTV, but their names shall be

published in the minutes and reports of the ICTV to

recognize their valuable contribution to the taxonomy of

viruses …
New wording:

4.5 Study Groups

… Members of Study Groups, other than Chairs, shall

not be members of the ICTV, but their names shall be

published by the ICTV to recognize their valuable con-

tribution to the taxonomy of viruses …
Explanation:

Publishing a full list of names of Study Group members

in the Minutes is not practicable and the ICTV Reports are

likely to become an online publication with regular

updates. Study Group members are currently listed on an

ICTV web site (http://www.ictvonline.org/studygroups.asp),

and this appears to be the best procedure for the foreseeable

future.

Article 6 (Taxonomic Proposals)

Previous wording:

6.1 … Proposals approved by the Executive Committee

shall be presented for ratification to the full ICTV mem-

bership either at the subsequent Plenary meeting or by

circulation of proposals by mail followed by a Ballot.

Separate proposals shall be required (1) to establish a

new taxon, (2) to name a taxon, (3) to designate the type

species of a genus and (4) to establish a list of members

of a taxon.

New wording:

… Proposals approved by the Executive Committee

shall be presented for ratification to the full ICTV mem-

bership by publication on an ICTV web site followed by

a ballot.

Explanation:

This firstly regularizes what has become the practice for

recent ratification votes using modern technology. The final

sentence has now been removed. It concerns the detailed

procedure for making proposals and is more logically
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handled by the Code (see comment to rule 3.7). Addi-

tionally, part (4) is at best a confusing statement.

Article 9 (Duties of Officers)

Previous wording:

9.1 Duties of the President shall be:

…
C. To act as editor-in-chief for ICTV Reports.

New wording:

9.1 Duties of the President shall be:

…
C. To act as or appoint an editor-in-chief for ICTV

Reports.

Explanation:

This reflects recent practice and ensures that the Presi-

dent retains overall responsibility for any Report produced.

Previous wording:

9.2 Duties of the Vice-President shall be:

…
C. To act as Treasurer of the ICTV. To handle any

funds that may be allocated to the ICTV by the Virol-

ogy Division of the IUMS or other sources.

New wording:

[This sentence has been removed]

Explanation:

It has not proved possible to link the function of Trea-

surer to that of Vice-President. An alternative way to

appoint the Treasurer is contained in the proposed change

to Statute 4.4.

Previous wording:

9.3 Duties of the Secretaries shall be:

…
C. To prepare the Minutes of meetings of the Executive

Committee and plenary meetings of the ICTV and circulate

them to all ICTV members.

New wording:

9.3 Duties of the Secretaries shall be:

…
C. To prepare the Minutes of meetings of the Executive

Committee and plenary meetings of the ICTV and ensure

their timely publication on an ICTV web site.

Explanation:

Circulation to all ICTV members is cumbersome and

there is a much wider community of virologists who have

an interest in the decisions of the Executive Committee and

plenary meetings. The agreed minutes will in future be

freely available via the internet.

Previous wording:

9.4 Duties of the Subcommittee Chairs shall be:

…

G. To report to the plenary meetings of ICTV on taxo-

nomic changes since the preceding ICTV Report and to

present any current proposals for further change.

New wording:

9.4 Duties of the Subcommittee Chairs shall be:

…
G. To report to the plenary meetings of ICTV on taxo-

nomic changes since the preceding plenary meeting.

Explanation:

The original statute reflects the earlier practice of voting

on taxonomic proposals at a plenary meeting and then

publishing a Report including the decisions recently made.

This is no longer a practical way of conducting ICTV

business; in addition, the latest published Report is

expected to be updated rather than replaced.

Article 10 (Publications)

Previous wording:

10.1 Changes to taxonomy, nomenclature or the Inter-

national Code approved by ICTV will be communicated to

the virological community by publication in rapid short

form, for example in Virology Division News, and as part

of the formal triennial Report of ICTV.

New wording:

10.1 Changes to taxonomy, nomenclature or the Inter-

national Code approved by ICTV will be communicated to

the virological community by publication in rapid short

form, for example in Virology Division News, and as part

of the published Reports of ICTV.

Explanation:

This is a change to be consistent with the current pub-

lishing plan for the ICTV Reports.

New Article 13 (Legal Seat)

New wording:

13.1 The ICTV shall have its legal seat where the

office of the President is located.

Explanation:

A legal seat for the ICTV is expected when dealing with

banks and other official bodies. This Statute is similar to

the one in the Statutes of IUMS Virology Division.
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