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                    Abstract
We describe the identification and genetic characterization of a novel enteric calicivirus, detected by transmission electron microscopy and RT-PCR in two clinically normal chickens and in a chicken with runting and stunting syndrome from different flocks in southern Germany. Positive findings were confirmed by sequencing. The complete nucleotide sequence and genome organization of one strain (Bavaria/04V0021) was determined. The genome of the Bavaria virus is 7,908 nt long and contains two coding open reading frames. Phylogenetic analysis of the deduced partial 2C helicase/NTPase, 3C cysteine protease, RNA-dependent RNA polymerase and complete VP1 capsid protein amino acid sequences showed that the virus is genetically related to but distinct from sapoviruses and lagoviruses. Morphologically, the Bavaria virus particles are 37-42 nm in diameter and exhibit characteristic cup-shaped surface depressions.
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